TOWN BOARD MEETING

November 8, 2005

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Steve Hodge, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Chelsea M. Alvarez, Stacey Young, Zachary J. Haverly, Jeffrey Harris, Suzanne Etherington, John Esposito, Tom Evans
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Councilperson Boyd led the Pledge of Allegiance
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION #82

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to accept the October 11th and 13th minutes as presented. All in favor, Motion Carried.

FLOOR TIME:

Suzanne Etherington, Region 6 Advisory Officer from the New York State Archives presented an award to myself for recognition in achievements in records management.

Tom Evans from the Delaware County Planning Department took the floor to answer any questions the Board had on the Final Draft Comprehensive Plan.

Supervisor Meredith asked if all the changes could be group together into one local law. Tom Evans recommended having the change in the number of board members separate from the rest of the changes. Supervisor Meredith said he would then proceed with the local law to change the board members from a 7-member board to a 5-member board.
SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel reported that the 10-wheeler is in production and the delivery date was for February but he anticipates it to be here by December.

Reported that $21,000 FEMA money has come in and signed a PW for $65,000 and the remaining balance still out is $260,000.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the village enumeration is complete and the Town inquired another 270 dogs. I will start the town enumeration in the spring and will re-advertise.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

The Supervisor reported that the Dog Control Officer received an annual inspection and passed with “flying colors”.

The Board is looking into some changes to the local dog laws that the Dog Control Officer presented.

The Supervisor reviewed his financial report.

The Supervisor directed the Town Clerk to advertise for a Public Hearing on December 13th at 6:00 p.m. for a local law on the number of Planning Board members.

He reported that the natural gas is with NYSEG Solutions at a variable rate and will sign the contract. 

Jeff Harris addressed the Board about a company that has a lower rate but is not sure if it is available to municipalities.

The Supervisor spoke to all the Election Inspectors about the County taking over the voting machines and the hiring of the Election Inspectors. 

Jeff Harris questioned the use of the old machines during the Village Election. The Supervisor believes that November was to be the last election that the old voting machines would be used.

The Supervisor reported that he and Councilman Armstrong met with Wayne Marshfield, Hamden Town Supervisor, on the shared Sole Assessor Contract. They have made some small changes and both parties are happy with it. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Attorney Wood presented the revised agreement with Dollar General. The changes include the acreage of .94 acres and the purchase price of $78,750.00.

RESOLUTION #83

REVISED PURCHASE AGREEMENT 

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to accept the revised purchase agreement and allow Supervisor Meredith to sign the agreement and advertise the permissive referendum. Vote 4 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Meredith. 1 nay, Hodge. Motion Carried.

BUDGET:

Councilman Dolph suggested increasing the Code Enforcement Officers salary back to the $10,036 and add the 3% increase. After a short discussion, the Board agreed on the change.

Councilman Dolph suggested also increasing the Sole Assessor salary. Supervisor Meredith disagreed and said he believes that it is more than fair. Councilman Armstrong noted that he agreed to a Sole Assessor with the intention of saving the town money and would not be in favor of increasing that line if it ends up costing the town more. Councilwomen Boyd question whether or not Supervisor Meredith’s figures were comparing “apples to apples”. Dolph questioned if the Board could dismiss the person if they were not doing the job correctly, Meredith responded yes. The Board made no changes at this time to the Assessor salary.

Supervisor Meredith reported that the village is requesting more funds and he feels they no longer have the bond as with the Town of Walton and feels an increase at this time is not necessary.  

Supervisor Meredith reported that he added a records management line in the general fund and reduced the same amount in the general outside village.

Supervisor mentioned that he also increased the municipal dues from $1,000 to $1,400.

Councilman Hodge questions the cutting back on the maintenance line and does not agree with that, he would rather see the money in the account. After a short discussion, the Board agreed to increase the line from $70,000 to $72,500.

Supervisor Meredith reported that the lights would be fixed in the boardroom.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #84

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Hodge to accept the bills as presented. Vote 5 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

The Board entered into executive session at 7:00 p.m. upon a motion made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Meredith to discuss Union Negotiation. All in favor, motion carried.

No action taken, a motion was made by Meredith, second by Hodge to adjourn from executive session at 7:35 p.m. 

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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