TOWN BOARD MEETING

July 12, 2005

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Steve Hodge, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:

Bob Cairns, Jeffrey Harris
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Councilperson Armstrong led the Pledge of Allegiance

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:



RESOLUTION # 67

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to accept the June 12, 2005 minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Jeffrey Harris took the floor and spoke to the Board about the budget procedures. He asked the Board if they do any benchmarking with other Towns to compare the expenses between our town and others. Supervisor Meredith responded that he does a little bit, but not for the entire budget. Walton is only comparable to about 5 or 6 other towns in Delaware County. Councilman Armstrong replied that they have compared in the past with salaries but it depends on many things. You could show quite a difference as far as if their roads are in worse shape or better shape than Walton’s roads.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Giedel spoke with the contracting firm for Houck Mountain. He anticipates the portions of the road to be closed periodically for repairs. He will try to get a notice out on WDLA to let residents know.  Councilman Hodge asked if he received an extension on the gravel permit. The Superintendent responded that he had not received word yet. 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

I presented to the Board my Town Clerk report and informed them that if they wanted to continue to receive it, that was fine, but if they find that its duplicate paperwork then I would discontinue. The Board agreed that it was informative and would like to continue receiving it. 

Reported that the Dog Enumerator was still going out and has started working her way across the bridge toward Delaware Street. The numbers continue to grow for the new dog licenses.

Reported that I received a letter back from the Secretary of State that they received our Local Law #1 for 2005 and it is now on file.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor reviewed his monthly report and went over mail that came in. He reported that the new windows have been installed and that one new window in the Clerks area will be replaced to fit the air conditioner. The window that is taken out will be placed in storage and used for a spare.

Reported that the CWC will be here next month to speak during the Board meeting.

Reported that he sent a letter to the DEP and informed them that they will need to sub-divide according to our zoning laws, he has not received a reply yet. Mark Jacobs will send a letter out to the landowner informing them of the same decision.  

Reported to the Board that under the Delaware County Chamber we can receive insurance considerable less from what we have through Blue Cross and Blue Shield. It is $150.00 for the membership. The Supervisor would ask those that participate to split that fee with the town to open up the membership. The employees would be savings approximately $150.00 per month.  A representative from Mang Ins. came in and evaluated the current insurance and was able to offer the savings to the current employees with MVP insurance. The Supervisor will come back with a resolution next month.

Reported that the Housing Grant received $14,000.00 back from the sale of a house last year. This money will go back into the funds available for new grants. 
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph reported that the Unified Court System received the Towns grant and hopes to hear about an approval in October. With the current grant the recording system was installed in the courtroom and reported a problem that there was no speakers to play the tape back. The Town Clerk will call Audio Classics to have the problem corrected.

Councilman Dolph reported that the liability insurance has been renewed for all elected officials.

Councilman Dolph reported that an incident happened during the absence of the Dog Control Officer. He suggested that a person be hired on a pre Diem basis to handle dog reports during the absence of the Dog Control Officer. The Supervisor spoke with Mayor Snow about possibly having the Walton Police handle the reports, but will look further into it the situation.

The Supervisor reported that the Town of Hamden plans to go forward with a Sole Assessor and may still be interested in hiring one together with the Town of Walton.

Councilman Hodge reported that Northeast Fabricators had an open house that was a nice time for all as well as very informative.

Councilman Hodge asked what the situation was on the bridge over by the Fair. Supervisor Meredith explained that Lois Ray was busy raising funds for a Chaplain at the Countryside Care Center, now that it is taken care of she may be more active in raising funds for the bridge again. Councilman Hodge added that the bridge would be beneficial to Northeast Fabricators as well as the Industrial Park.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION # 68

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Hodge to approve the bills as presented for payment. Vote 5 aye, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.



General Fund A
#128-151
$14,908.11



OV Fund B

#4-5

$27,083.11



General Fund DA
#90-101
$7,918.33



OV Fund DB

#29-37

$232,910.88

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to enter into executive session at 6:35 p.m. to discuss Union Negotiations and the sale of property. All in favor, motion carried.

Back in regular session at 7:12 p.m. 

Supervisor Meredith presented to the Board the bid results from Delaware Opportunities for the housing grant home repairs. 

RESOLUTION #69

APPROVAL OF WT-20 BID AWARD

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Armstrong to accept the bid as presented in the amount of $12,666.00.

With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 7:14 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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