TOWN BOARD MEETING

September 13, 2005

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd,  Steve Hodge, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams


ABSENT:


Councilperson Bruce Dolph

OTHERS PRESENT:
Jeffrey Harris, Mary Jane Harris, Barbara Duffy, Maureen Wacha, Scott VanTyle
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Councilperson Hodge led the Pledge of Allegiance

APPOINTMENTS:
Due to the filing of oaths after the 30-day requirement for 3 Board Members, the Supervisor made a recommendation to appointed Bruce Dolph, Kevin Armstrong, and Stephen Hodge to the Board for the remainder of 2005 year.

RESOLUTION #74

APPOINTMENT OF TOWN COUNCIL MEMBERS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Hodge to appoint Bruce Dolph as Town Council for the remainder of 2005. Vote 4 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Councilman Hodge, second by Boyd to appoint Kevin Armstrong as Town Council for the remainder of 2005. Vote 3 ayes, Boyd, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, second by Armstrong to appoint Stephen Hodge as Town Council for the remainder of 2005. Vote 3 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION #75

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Boyd to accept the August 9, 2005 minutes as presented. All in favor, Motion Carried

FLOOR TIME:
The Department of Economic Development spoke to the Board about the Empire Zones program and the advantages to the town if they participate.  The Empire Zones Program is a vital component of Governor Pataki’s effort to revitalize and expand New York’s economy.  Currently there are 72 empire zones in New York and the State voted to increase it by 12. The application must be submitted by September 29, 2005.  The zone for Walton would start at Scott Machine Shop on Route 206 then South to West Street crossing the river to Northeast Fabricators and including the Walton Industrial Park.  The Town is allowed 2 square miles or 288 acres in the Empire Zone and the locations must be continuous properties.

RESOLUTION SUPPORTING AND CONCURRING WITH THE COUNTY OF DELAWARE’S APPLICATION FOR DESIGNATION OF CERTAIN AREAS WITHIN THE TOWN OF WALTON AS AN EMPIRE ZONE.


WHEREAS, section 961 of Article 18-B of the General Municipal Law authorizes applications by cities, counties, towns and Towns for designation as an Empire Zone within the meaning of said statute; and


WHEREAS, such designation could greatly benefit Delaware County in that new businesses would be encouraged to locate in the zone area, existing businesses would be encouraged to expand in the zone area and new and expanded businesses would generate new jobs for County residents; and


WHEREAS, the County of Delaware intends to authorize the submission of an application for the designation of areas within Delaware County as an Empire Zone; and


WHEREAS, the County of Delaware wishes to designate certain areas within the Town of Walton as part of the proposed Empire Zone; and


WHEREAS, the Town of Walton is desirous of working with the County of Delaware through the Empire Zone Program to provide enhanced job opportunities for its residents.


NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Town Council of the Town of Walton, New York, that it fully supports and concurs in the County of Delaware’s actions to authorize and submit an application for an Empire Zone designation in Delaware County.

The vote on the motion:  AYES _4__  NOES __0__

RESOLUTION #76
SUPPORTING THE EMPIRE ZONE


A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, second by Armstrong to adopt the resolutions supporting and concurring with the County of Delaware’s application for designation of certain areas within the Town of Walton as an Empire Zone. Vote 4 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.


A list of intended empire zone properties is attached at the end of the minutes.


Scott VanTyle approached the Board on the subject of wind turbine power.  Mr. VanTyle feels it is his due diligence to inform the Board and the community of the positive and the potential problems of having wind turbine towers in Walton. He would like the Board to research the issue as well. Supervisor Meredith said he has received items in the past in support of the wind turbines and he suggested starting with the Planning Board.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel presented his Annual Inventory to the Board and will be on file in the Town Clerk’s Office.

Geidel reported that FEMA project work sheets are all complete and he signed off on the rest today.  When all said and done with the work that has been done and the work to be done and the mitigation the total is about $360,000.00.

Reported that the sander was delivered today.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the rabies clinic held at the WCS Bus Garage vaccinated 91 animals.

Reported that the dog enumerator has asked for an extension for the completion of the enumeration from the original date of August 31, 2005. The Board agreed and recommended October 31, 2005.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

The Supervisor went over the financial report; he will be moving the highway fuel from DA to DB.

Reported that it may become necessary to transfer monies to the Highway DB account. Chips funds should be here to cover the transfer.

Reported that October 15, 2005 will be the Delaware County Clean Sweep Day at the Delaware County Landfill.

Reported that September 25, 2005 is National Hunting/Fishing Day.

Received a letter from the Delaware County ARC stating that a check will be sent for in lieu of taxes in the amount of $2,756.74.

Will be mailing everyone copies of the changes to the Planning Board that will become our local law #2.

The payroll record audit done by the Teamsters was found to be satisfactory. 

Reported that there are two new land acquisitions, one being on Palmer Hill Road and the other on Bobs Brook Road. They will be passed on to the Planning Board for review.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Armstrong reported that the survey came back from the State on the recommendations for East Trout Brook Road.  The Highway Department will order the recommended signs.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #77

APPOVAL OF BILLS
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Hodge to approve the bills as presented for payment. Vote 4 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.


General Fund A
#174-200
$  7,100.95


OV Fund B

#7-10

$       99.97


General Fund DA
#116-134
$  8,393.38


OV Fund DB

#43-52

$87,253.87

OTHER BUSINESS:

Councilwoman Boyd spoke of Hurricane Katrina and the aftermath. She wondered what the Board and the community thought of sponsoring families from the South.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Hodge, second by Boyd to enter into executive session to discuss Union Negotiations at 7:00 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.

Back in regular session at 7:25

With no further business before the Board a motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, second by Councilman Armstrong to adjourn the meeting at 7:25 p.m. All in favor, motion carried.










Respectfully submitted,










Ronda Williams










Town Clerk
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