TOWN BOARD MEETING

November 14, 2006

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Bob Cairns, John Esposito, Ron Pastore, Leona Pastore, Maureen Wacha, and Beatrice Bennett

RESOLUTION #69
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the October 10th and 24th minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

Beatrice Bennett took the floor and presented to the Board photographs obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection. These photos are of homes that once stood in the current location of the Cannonsville Reservoir. Mrs. Bennett explained to the Board how she obtained the photos through a F.O.I.L. request to the NYC Department of Environmental Protection and why the process took two years to complete. Mrs. Bennett explained in the fall of 2004 she submitted her first request to view the photos located in Downsville, New York. After several other unsuccessful attempts, she went to the Downsville Prescient in July of 2005, where she was granted a F.O.I.L. request to copy the photos. She has currently entered an agreement with NYC to use some of the photos in her book “The Den”. The copies of the photos will be stored at the Town Hall where anyone wishing to view them may do so.

Ron and Leona Pastore of Marvin Hollow Road took the floor to express their concern with a stream that runs along their driveway that is off from Marvin Hollow Road. Mr. Pastore presented pictures of the area in question to the Board. Mr. Pastore explained that the bank along the stream was built up with silt from the streambed after the June 2006 flood and has since fell back into the stream with the recent rains. He questioned the Board who is responsible for the repairs? 

Councilman Armstrong asked Superintendent Geidel if this is an area that would receive riprap? Geidel responded, that it was not because it is not a Town road, but a private driveway therefore not reimbursable by FEMA.

Councilman Dolph responded that it is currently past the time frame that anyone can be in the streams per DEC regulations.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt responded that we fixed it the first-time, all though the work may not have been done correctly it was still done under the emergency work. 

Mrs. Pastore asked Councilman Dolph “why could the Town come in the first time and make repairs when its suppose to be my driveway, my property? Why didn’t they do it from the Town’s side now causing detriment to my life some night when I come in and my driveway undermines more and my vehicle goes in, who do I sue?”  Mrs. Pastore went on to state the amount she paid to repair her driveway. Councilman Armstrong stated that it is not the Town’s responsibility to repair driveways. Mr. Pastore commented that he is not asking the Town to repair the driveway but wants to know who owns the creek.

Supervisor Meredith informed Mr. Pastore he is welcome to stop in the Town Clerk’s Office to view the tax maps to see who owns the stream.  “It is the property owners responsibility for the stream work”.

Councilwoman Boyd replied, “everyone understands the situation, but it is not going to get done overnight and there is not enough money in the County to fix the stream the way they should be fixed.”

Mr. Pastore left the pictures that he presented to the Board to be entered into the minutes.

John Esposito, Dog Control Officer, reported on the NYS Ag. & Markets audit that had been conducted of the Town. Mr. Esposito stated that he and the Town received a nice report with no complaints. He commented that the Ag. & Market Auditor wished that everyone worked as well as Walton does.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:





Superintendent Geidel reported on the project worksheets.

Reported that the contractors are done working and that the highway crew has paved some areas to help with plowing this winter.

Asked the Board for a meeting on November 28th for the processing of remaining contractor vouchers. The Board was in agreement.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

I asked the Board to discontinue the CMS contract for the copier in the upstairs office. The copier is old and will be hard to get replacement parts if something major does happen. The cost of a one-year maintenance contract will cover the cost of a copier that would be sufficient for that office. The Board was in agreement not to renew the contract.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported on the monthly Supervisors reports for September and October.

Reported that Broome Developmental may possibly move into the Masonville School. 

Reported that the Delaware County Electric Cooperative, Inc. will hold a Wind Energy meeting at the Tompkins Town Hall on November 29th at 7:00 p.m.

Supervisor Meredith presented and read a proclamation to the Board declaring the month of December as National Guard Month in the Town of Walton.

RESOLUTION #70

NATIONAL GUARD MONTH PROCLAMATION
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to declare the month of December 2006 as National Guard Month in the Town of Walton. All in favor, motion carried.

Whereas, heavy rains on June 26 and 27, 2006 caused great flooding and destruction in the Town of Walton;

Whereas, our National Guard forces play a vital role in responding when our interests are threatened not only at home but also around the world, and

Whereas, in times of crisis, we depend on the courage and determination of the members of our National Guard;

Whereas, our National Guard mobilized to assist the people, businesses, and governments of Walton and Delaware County, working diligently to reopen road ways, clear debris from roads, streams and homes, and to assist in any way possible, therefore

Be It Resolved, that with the full authority vested by the laws of New York State, the Walton Town Board does hereby declare the month of December 2006 as National Guard Month in the Town of Walton.

Be It Further Resolved, that we encourage all people to join in expressing our heartfelt thanks to the members of our National Guard for their efforts and sacrifices on behalf of our Town.  We also call upon all private organizations, citizens, and businesses to observe this month with appropriate ceremonies and activities.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto set our hands this 14th of November, in the year of our Lord, two thousand six.

_________________


__________________

________________

Kevin Armstrong


Cheryl Boyd



Bruce Dolph

_______________________

________________________


Luis Rodriguez-Bentancourt
John W. Meredith, Supervisor



____________________________
_________________________

 Ronda Williams, Town Clerk
Walt Geidel, Highway Superintendent

Supervisor Meredith presented to the Board a resolution establishing a capital reserve fund to finance highway equipment

Town of Walton, New York

Resolution Establishing a Capital Reserve Fund to

Finance Highway Equipment

RESOLVED, that pursuant to section 6-c of the General Municipal Law, as

amended, there is hereby established a capital reserve fund to be known as the

“Highway Equipment Reserve Fund” (hereinafter: Reserve Fund). The purpose of this Reserve Fund is to accumulate moneys to finance the cost of highway equipment. The type of equipment to be financed from the Reserve Fund is the acquisition of equipment employed by the Town Highway Department.

The chief fiscal officer is hereby directed to deposit and secure the moneys of this Reserve Fund in the manner provided by section 10 of the General Municipal Law.  The chief fiscal officer may invest the moneys in the Reserve Fund in the manner provided by section 11 of the General Municipal Law, and consistent with the investment policy of the Town of Walton.  Any interest earned or capital gains realized on the moneys so deposited or invested shall accrue to and become part of the Reserve Fund. The chief fiscal officer shall account for the Reserve Fund in a manner, which maintains the separate identity of the cash and investments of the Reserve Fund.

Except as otherwise provided by section 6-c of the General Municipal Law,

expenditures from this Reserve Fund shall be made only for the purpose for which the Reserve Fund is established. No expenditure shall be made from this Reserve Fund without the approval of this governing board and without such additional actions or proceedings as may be required by section 6-c of the General Municipal Law, including a permissive referendum if required by subdivision 4 of section 6-c.

RESOLUTION #71

2006 BUDGET MODIFICATIONS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the budget modifications as presented by the Supervisor. All in favor, motion carried.

RESOLUTION #72

CAPITAL RESERVE FUND

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to approve a capital reserve fund to finance highway equipment. Vote 5 aye, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Meredith. 0 nays. Motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith presented the following budget modification to the Board for approval.

Town of Walton

2006 Budget Modifications
Whereas, the following accounts have become overdrawn and need to be replenished, the Supervisor is directed to appropriate funds as follows:

Increase Appropriations:

A 1220.4 Supervisor’s Contractual
$400.00

A 1420.4 Attorney’s Contractual

$3,000.00

A 3510.4 Dog Control Contractual
$500.00

A 8760.4 Emergency Disaster

$5,000.00

A 9710.6 Serial Bond-Principal

$75,000.00







Total
$83,900.00

Increase Revenues:

A 2660 Sale of Property


$25,000.00

A 3005 Mortgage Tax


$58,900.00






Total
$83,900.00

Increase Appropriations:

B 3620.1 Safety Insp Personal Svcs
$1,000.00

Decrease Appropriations:

B 3620.4 Safety Insp. Contractual
$1,000.00

Decrease Appropriation

DA 5130.2 Machinery


$140,000.00

Increase Appropriation

H Equipment Capital Reserve

$140,000.00

Supervisor Meredith questioned the Board if they had any questions on the 2007 Preliminary Budget.

RESOLUTION #73

ADOPTION OF THE 2007 BUDGET
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to adopt the 2007 preliminary budget as the 2007 final budget for the Town of Walton.Vote 5 aye, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion carried.

*Budget attached in its entirety at the end of the minutes.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt brought to the table a discussion on erosion, who is responsible and what tools could the town offer to entice property owners to perform the work along the streams so not to effect the roads in the future. He feels it is important to take a deep look into the situation.

Councilman Dolph believes that it is stated in the highway law.

Supervisor Meredith feels entice is a good word and currently the County is looking into something similar but would like the DEP to fund the project.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #74

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to approve the vouchers for payment as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#209-267
$26,449.80

OV Fund B

#8-9

$1,045.86

General Highway DA
#110-119
$32,009.69

OV Highway DB
#73-79

$27,358.19

Disaster Recovery H
#71-86

$881,438.46

ADJOURNMENT:


Will no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Town Clerk

5

