TOWN BOARD MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING

NOVEMBER 28, 2006

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt. Walt Geidel, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


EXCUSED:
Councilwoman Cheryl Boyd

OTHERS PRESENT:

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith presented a letter from George Morgan concerning damage to the bridge on Conklin Road. After the Board reviewed the letter discussion took place with Superintendent Geidel. Geidel is aware of the problem but is hesitant to do anything in the end of November/December and would like to wait until the spring. Geidel has agreed to speak with Mr. Morgan on the issue.

Superintendent Geidel reported on the contractor invoices and the reclaiming of the Town’s gravel bank.

Discussion took place of areas on East River Road that still needs attention from the flood damage.

Superintendent Geidel estimated $100,000.00 in damage from the November 16, 2006 rain.  Geidel reported that most of the damage was due to plugged sluice pipes from loose soil and that the repairs from the June 2006 flood held up nice. Supervisor Meredith mentioned that Soil and Water have a grant to help with seeding, but there may be a 25% match.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked Geidel, how Marvin Hollow Road held up? Geidel responded, “If we took pictures after the November 16th rain and laid them side by side from the exact spot where Mr. Pastore stood and took his pictures, you would be hard pressed to tell which ones were taken before or after.”

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt questioned why couldn’t we put cages filled with rock in flood prone areas? Dolph responded, “Most of these areas are on private property, so we can’t go in and fix the banks.” Rodriguez responded, “This goes back to the conversation from the last meeting, what are the resources that we have to force people to repair it? Somehow someone has to be responsible and take the initiative to fix it right.” 

After further discussion, Supervisor Meredith explained, “That with the FAD (Filtration Avoidance Determination) renewal, they’re almost positive that the EPA is going to force the DEP to fund a stream program. So everyone is waiting, which is not to anyone’s benefit but they’re expecting a big pot of money to come with it.”

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked the Board to look at how many floods occurred from 1900 to 1973 and how many since 1973 when the dredging stopped.  He pointed out the piles of debris that are visible standing on the bridge by NAPA and looking up East Brook since the cleaning from the June 2006 flood.

Superintendent Geidel would like to meet with the residents on East Oxbow Hollow Road along with the highway committee to proceed with the abandonment of that road.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board of two bids that will be coming due on December 11, 2006. The destruction and removal of the vegetative debris located at the fair grounds, and the removal of a railroad embankment on County Route 23.

Councilman Armstrong reported the Fair Board met last night and has ask that the Town not allow people on the pile of debris or to cut firewood any longer. The Board was in agreement.

RESOLUTION #75

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to approve the vouchers for payment as presented. All in favor, motion carried.


Disaster Recovery H 
#87 – 92
$58,127.98

With no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 PM









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Town Clerk
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