TOWN BOARD SPECIAL MEETING

FEBRUARY 27, 2006

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:

Jeff Staley – JNS, Gale Sheradin, Maureen Wacha, and Jeffrey Harris
Supervisor Meredith introduced Jeff Staley from JNS Enterprises, Inc. Mr. Staley was present to discuss the development of a cellular tower on the Town of Walton’s property on Water Street. Mr. Staley informed the Board that after reviewing all of the Town’s property sites, he recommends that the tower be placed on the Water Street property. He informed the Board that this site will cover the majority of the Village and as you travel out of town the coverage will change. Gale Sheradin, Town of Walton Planning Board Chairperson, Cellular One, and JNS feel the proposed site looks good and Cellular One has made a commitment to be a carrier.

Mr. Staley informed the Board that he will collect the rent monies from the carriers on the first of each month and he will then forward to the Town their revenue by the end of each month. JNS will provide the first flag and light bulbs; thereafter the Town will be responsible for replacement flags and light bulbs. There will be an additional cost to the town for the increase in liability insurance and electricity.

Questions from the Board and audience:

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked what the cost of the tower is? Mr. Staley responded $150,000.00 and within the first month the Town will collect rent from it.

Councilman Dolph asked what the tower would look like? Mr. Staley responded that the tower would be 120-foot pole that can have a flag. It needs to be this height so that five carriers could use it.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked if the County is tapping into the tower? Mr. Staley replied that the flagpole tower limits the type of antennas on the pole.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked how does the signal travel?  Mr. Staley replied that you have a tower site and the local telephone company has wires to the tower, then it travels to a switching station. Gale Sheradin commented that wireless from cell phone to tower used to be a microwave path that use to switch in Kingston and now is fiber optic.

Jim Thompson asked through Supervisor Meredith if in the future, would the tower or carriers offer broadband. Mr. Staley replied that it is possible.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked what happens if JNS goes out of business or the technology changes. Mr. Staley responded that JNS could take down the pole and the issues are addressed in the agreement.

Councilman Armstrong asked what the life expectancy of the tower was. Mr. Staley responded that it’s approximately 30-50 years.

Supervisor Meredith addressed the audience for comments.

Lorin Skiff requested to speak. Mr. Skiff said he had been running around the corner of the deal and owns property in the Town of Walton. He would like to know if JNS would deal with him?  Mr. Staley responded that he only deals with municipalities not individuals. Supervisor Meredith informed Mr. Skiff that the Town has been dealing with this for a while now. Mr. Skiff offered JNS a 60-40 split. Mr. Staley responded again that he does not work with individuals but he could proceed with his own tower. Mr. Skiff asked the Supervisor if the town was receiving some tax break. Supervisor Meredith informed Mr. Skiff that the town does not pay taxes and that this will be a benefit to the community as well as revenue for the town.

Councilwomen Boyd responded to Mr. Skiff while wiggling out of his chair, stating that JNS is not stopping you from going with another company; he is just saying that he will not contract with you.

Mr. Staley reported to the Board that Cellular One is ready to move forward if the Town goes forward with the tower, if not they could pull out and go elsewhere.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked what was the estimated ground needed for the base of the tower? Mr. Staley and Supervisor Meredith said they walked the area and there is plenty of room with the proposed site.

Jeff Harris asked several questions of Mr. Staley such as; how will the village receive the signal, how long has JNS been in business, how many towers has JNS installed, and questioned wind and flood damage?  Mr. Staley described how the village will receive the signal and informed Mr. Harris that he has been in business for 5 years and has installed 18 towers to date.

Mr. Harris questions the ascetics of a 120-foot tower in the village. Supervisor Meredith commented that the Armory currently has 100 foot flag pole adjacent to the proposed site and that this pole will only be 20 feet taller. Councilwoman Boyd commented that she liked the idea of a flag flying and said it will become a landmark.  Other Board Members agreed that the flag would look very nice.

Will no further questions the board preceded with the resolution.

RESOLUTION #27

TENTATIVE AGREEMENT WITH JNS ENTERPRISES

A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, second by Councilman Dolph to enter into a tentative agreement with JNS Enterprises and have a temporary tower placed at the proposed site for the construction of the municipal tower. All in favor, motion carried.

With no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams
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