TOWN BOARD MEETING

October 9, 2007

6:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt


OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert Carins – The Walton Reporter, Maureen Wacha, Dick DuMond, Joan Manning, and Dick DuMond Jr. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


RESOLUTION #64
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to accept the minutes from September 11, 2007 as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:



Dean Fraizer, Delaware County Department of Watershed Affairs informed the Board that he is attempting to reach out to towns to show the concern and impact of NYC purchasing land in and around Delaware County.  Mr. Fraizer presented several maps using the Town of Roxbury, New York as an example; showing unsuitable soils, 15% slope impact, land under control of the State and City, DEC identified streams, and 100 foot and 300 foot setbacks, he identifies the impact on the local economy.


Mr. Fraizer informed the Board that NYC has $300 million for land acquisition and although it is a willing seller/willing buyer environment we need to limit NYC’s ability to buy up more land. 


Supervisor Meredith questioned the percentage of land currently owned by NYC? Mr. Fraizer responded, currently 13% but their goal is to own 50% of the land around the reservoirs.  He further informed the Board that there is no analysis on how the land acquisition program will benefit the water. “The EPA stated that the current land ownership is sufficient for water quality.” 


Mr. Fraizer informed the Board that the Delaware County Department of Watershed Affairs would like to perform a study to provide data prior to the next application process in January 2010 for the Land Acquisition Permit (LAP) issued by the DEC.  He would like to see the City open up its land for agriculture, bluestone, forestry, and recreation uses; just as NYS land. Mr. Fraizer also pointed out that the City must pay the taxes for 20 years after which time they can challenge the assessment, which could have a huge impact on the local economy. 


Councilman Armstrong asked where would we be in 2-3 years, will the city already own most of the area before the survey is done? Mr. Fraizer believes that NYC is being very aggressive with their land acquisitions and it’s a possibility.


The Board thanked Mr. Fraizer for his time.

FLOOR TIME:
Maureen Wacha commented how she thought the DVD on the reservoirs was well done. Councilman Dolph agreed and requested a copy for all board members and the local Chamber.


Maureen Wacha reminded the Board that the Chamber would hold its “Spend a Day in Walton” on November 24, 2007.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Permission was requested from the Board to place a legal ad in the paper stating the closing of seasonal roads in Walton. Permission granted.

The MacGibbon mining lease is still moving forward and permission is requested to proceed with a proposal from Wakin Land Surveying. The proposal is for $5,000, and subject to additional studies. This will only move forward once the deed is in Matt MacGibbon’s name and the lease agreement is approved.

RESOLUTION #65

WAKIN LAND SURVEYING PROPOSAL

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to move forward with Wakin Land Surveying for the MacGibbon mine after the MacGibbon lease is finalized. All in favor, motion carried.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the last 12 years of Board Minutes have been microfilmed and have been returned to my office.

Reported that I have received two applications needing Board approval granting Supervisor Meredith permission to sign grant contracts for $50,000 each. The first is a Rural Community Revitalization Program and the other for Delaware River Flood Mitigation.

RESOLUTION #66

RURAL COMMUNITY REVITALIZATION PROGRAM

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Dolph granting Supervisor Meredith permission to sign the Rural Community Revitalization Program grant application. All in favor, motion carried.

RESOLUTION #67

DELAWARE RIVER FLOOD MITIGATION

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd granting Supervisor Meredith permission to sign the Delaware River Flood Mitigation grant application. All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith reviewed his Financial Report and Monthly Budget Reports with the Board. He made mention that the DEC Grant for a new pipe on Palmer Hill Road has been received.

Updating the Murphy Hill (More Park) Road project, C&S Engineers has contacted the Supervisor and informed that the CWC will most likely fund 100% of the project construction.

The tentative budget has been presented to the Board and a workshop meeting has been scheduled for October 16, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. The Public Hearing has been scheduled for November 13, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. with the regular Board meeting to follow. If additional workshops are needed, that will be decided at the October 16th meeting. The over all tentative budget increase is 1.18% and the rate per 1,000 of assessment is an increase of 2 cents.

Reported that DVH has requested the help from the Walton Highway Department with a drainage problem. Superintendent Geidel explained, in detail, the scope of work needed to the Board.

RESOLUTION #68
PROVIDE SERVICES TO DELAWARE VALLEY HOSPITAL

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd granting the Walton Highway Department to assist Delaware Valley Hospital with a drainage problem. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith reported that JNS Enterprise attorney would bring action against the Village of Walton for the stop-work order placed on the cell tower.

Reported that a request has been received from the Village of Walton for an increase in the Parks and Recreation budget from $24,000 to $27,000. This was received to late for the tentative budget so it will be kept the same and discussed at the budget workshop meeting.

Supervisor Meredith presented the attached estimated E911 budget breakdown worksheet along with an additional letter from Troop Commander Kevin Molinari concerning information on moving the E911 Center to the Public Safety Facility in Delhi.

Presented a sample resolution to the Board for training of Planning and Zoning Board. Suggested moving the resolution until next months meeting.

Informed the Board that an invoice has been received from Attorney Kevin Young in the amount of $4,300 for cell tower issues.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph is still waiting to hear back on the NYS Justice Court grant.

Councilman Dolph informed the Board that there is a potential buyer for the remainder of the Town of Walton land on Water Street. An updated survey is needed to move forward.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #69

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to approve the vouchers for payment as presented. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#195-237
$124,273.69





OV Fund B

#8

$       338.00





General Highway DA
#100-108
$  12,163.95

OV Highway DB
#56-61

$    4,964.11

Disaster Recovery H
#42-45

$131,466.57

OLD BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith questioned if the Board has had time to review the Employee Handbook Proposal. The Board has reviewed the proposal and would like to move forward with the development of a handbook.

RESOLUTION #70

EMPLOYEE HANDBOOK PROPOSAL

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the proposal from Public Sector HR Consultants for the development of an Employee Handbook. All in favor, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to enter into executive session at 6:50 p.m. for cell tower litigation.

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to close the executive session at 7:25 p.m. and enter into regular session. All in favor, motion carried.

Attorney Kevin Young proposed a resolution for the Town of Walton seeking lead agency status in the construction of a cell tower on Town property.

RESOLUTION #71
THE TOWN OF WALTON SEEKING LEAD AGENCY STATUS IN THE CONSTRUCTION OF A CELL TOWER ON TOWN PROPERTY


WHEREAS, the Town and Village of Walton are among the municipalities located within the County of Delaware that are subject to frequent flooding events.  Due to this fact, the Delaware County board of Supervisors previously initiated a program to work with cell companies to establish cell towers to provide cell communication within the County because they believe that the emergency response and rescue efforts may be hampered by a lack of cell tower communication; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Walton (“Town Board”), in response to the Delaware County initiative, has determined that the construction of a 123 foot cell tower on its property within the Village of Walton is necessary to ensure that the Town residents in and around the Village have access to cellular communication, whether for emergency purposes or otherwise; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board seeks to commence coordinated review of this proposed action pursuant to the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, 6 NYCRR Part 617; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617, will conduct coordinated review and seek input from various involved and interested agencies on its designation as lead agency; and


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF WALTON, DELAWARE COUNTY, NEW YORK;


Subject to providing notice to and obtaining the consent of all other involved agencies, the Town Board of the Town of Walton hereby designates itself as “lead agency” for purposes of compliance with SEQR, 6 NYCRR Part 617.  The Town Board shall undertake and complete all duties and obligations as the “lead agency” as required by 6 NYCRR Part 617.


The Town Board hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute any and all documents for the Town of Walton Town Board as may be necessary to become lead agency.


WHEREUPON, a motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd the Resolution was put to a vote and the following result recorded:


___4___AYES
______NAYS

_____ABSTAIN
__1__ABSENT

With no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:36.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams








Town Clerk
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