TOWN BOARD MEETING

December 11, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt


OTHERS PRESENT:
Maureen Wacha, Bob Cairns –Walton Reporter, John Esposito, Eileen Esposito, Terence O’Leary, and Theresa O’Leary

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:


RESOLUTION #76
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the minutes from November 13, 2007 as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:



Terence O’Leary approached the Board questioning if any more information has been obtained on the sex offenders and Walton getting their disproportionate share?  Supervisor Meredith stated that he has no further information at this time but informed Mr. O’Leary that Commissioner Moon will be attending the January 8th meeting to discuss the matter. Mr. O’Leary stated that he would like Supervisor Meredith to gather information, as he did not want it to be an informational meeting. Supervisor Meredith asked Mr. O’Leary to be more specific with the information he would like. Mr. O’Leary stated how are sex offenders located? How many are coming from other counties? Who and where are they residing? What are the numbers? Does the Sheriff’s office have information on those coming out of the prisons and where are they going?

John Esposito approached the Board asking about the proposal he submitted on video taping the Town Board meetings. Supervisor Meredith stated he has just presented the proposal to the Board tonight. Mr. Esposito became upset and stated he did not understand the hold up. Councilman Dolph explained that the Board represents the town and village residents but many town residents do not received cable so this would not be an equal benefit. Eileen Esposito stated if this was one sided then where are all the people. Mr. Esposito stated, “I don’t need the Boards permission I can come and videotape without it.” Councilman Dolph stated, “If that is true then why do you need our permission and why is this a discussion?”  Councilman Armstrong questioned why do you have a contract with the village? Mr. Esposito stated the village pays him $2,000 and to make sure he is not pocketing it. Supervisor Meredith stated, “We would want the same assurance.” Mr. Esposito informed the Board that he will be here next month to video tape the Commissioner.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that he will be meeting with FEMA to go over PW’s for large project closeouts.

Gave the Board an update on South River Road and Budine Road Bridge.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Informed the board that I will be submitting a payment voucher for monies from the Senator Bonacic grant that helped fund the Highway lift, Town Hall new carpet and phone system.

Reported that I received a package today from the Census Bureau for boundary line corrections. 

Reported that there are currently 48 dog licenses past due.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith reported on his financial reports and informed the Board that budget modifications will be needed at the end of the year.

He reported that the DEP has proposed to purchase 199 acres on Bear Spring Mountain. He will turn this over to the Planning Board for their review. 

Reported that he received a law proposal from Assembly Tedisco and will get it to the Board.

Theresa O’Leary interrupted the Board to ask who owns the land that was sold to the DEP? Supervisor Meredith stated he did not have that information; the Planning Board will find that information during their review. Further discussion took place on the recreational uses of DEP land.

Attorney Wood requested a resolution granting him permission to work with County Attorney Richard Spinney on the boundary line adjustment for the access onto town property from Water Street.

RESOLUTION #77

ACQUIRE LAND FROM DELAWARE COUNTY
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting Attorney Wood permission to work with County Attorney Richard Spinney on the boundary line adjustment and to cover the survey expense, subdivision fees, and Delaware County Clerk recording cost. All in favor, motion carried.

Terence O’Leary interrupted the Board to ask if the Village or the Village Attorney as been made aware of this? Attorney Wood stated the village would know about this when it goes to the planning board. Councilman Dolph stated the village knows about the transaction because the village came to the meeting to ask about it. Mr. O’Leary questioned why is this cat and mouse? Supervisor Meredith stated this is nothing new; it is unfinished business from the sale of Dollar General. Councilman Armstrong asked Mr. O’Leary if we should have a land lock parcel? Attorney Wood stated that he would be happy to supply the village with copies that will be presented to the planning board.

RESOLUTION #78

BOUNDARY LINE ADJUSTMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong authorizing Attorney Wood to work with County Attorney Richard Spinney to apply to the Village Planning Board for a subdivision in the form of a boundary line adjustment to complete the acquisition. All in favor, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilwoman Boyd reported that the Personnel Committee met with a company to discuss an employee handbook. There should be a draft copy available soon.

Councilman Armstrong made a suggestion to grant the Highway employees permission to carry over unused vacation time for 2007 only. Due to the flood and with a couple of employees out on medical leave, the employees are unable to take time off to use the remaining vacation days. Supervisor Meredith stated that we will not know how many days are left until the end of the year and stressed that this would be a one-time event.

RESOLUTION #79

CARRY OVER VACATION TIME
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong granting permission for the Highway employees to carry over unused 2007 vacation time. All in favor, motion carried.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #80

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to approve the vouchers for payment as submitted. All in favor, motion carried.


General Fund A 
#300-326
$26,015.08


OV Fund B

#12

$     435.03


General Highway DA
#120-130
$18,440.29


OV Highway DB
#69-70

$     774.40

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith reported that DSS Commission Bill Moon will address sex offender questions on January 8, 2008 meeting.

Presented the sample contract with T.J.E. for the board to review.

With no further business before the board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams








Town Clerk
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