TOWN BOARD MEETING

APRIL 10, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Councilpersons: Cheryl Boyd and Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt

OTHERS PRESENT:
John & Eileen Esposito, Robert Cairns- The Reporter, Mike Clifford- NRCS, and Greg Waldron

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION #30

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the March 13, 2007 minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEAGE OF THE FLOOR:

Mike Clifford from NRCS presented a proposed Project Agreement between the Town of Walton and Natural Resources Conservation Service. Mike informed the Board that the agreement was to allow the government to conduct the work.

Mr. Clifford went on to explain that work must be completed by August 17, 2007 and the NRCS will assess the time needed for each project.  The Town has the right to review the designs and contracts and the Town can agree, disagree, or negotiate. The contractors would be held accountable if they fail to perform within the timelines and will owe liquidated damages. 

Other risks for the Town are the failure to obtain permission for property access and permits within the timelines, the Town may be held accountable.

The contractors will be informed to go to a web site to obtain the solicitation. NRCS will go with the lowest bidder unless they show up on the Federal “blackball” list.

NRCS will inspect each level of work before signing off then they will submit for payment. The completed site will be the Towns responsibility for 10 years and is required to do live staking the following spring.  Mike further explained how the willows would be placed in between the rocks.

Councilman Armstrong asked, “What happens if we obtain written permission from the landowners and they do not approve of the work?” Mike explained that the Town has the right to condemn the land.

Supervisor Meredith thanked Mr. Clifford for attending and turned the floor over to Dog Control Officer John Esposito.

Mr. Esposito presented a dog report to Supervisor Meredith and stated; “He feels he is doing real good with getting dog licenses renewed, the list is becoming shorter and shorter.” He also announced that on April 14th he will attend a workshop and will be taking the dog control truck. 

Supervisor Meredith thanked Mr. Esposito and turned the floor over to Greg Waldron.

Mr. Waldron of Scott Machine thanked the Board for including his and Keith Davis’ project in with the town. He questioned if after the 10 years does the obligation fall under the landowner? He also requested that his engineer have a chance to review the plans. He expressed his concern with a liability for potential damage from Murphy Hill road.  He would like to have a document produced on where the liability and responsibility lies after the town’s 10 years commitment.

Mr. Waldron explained that he offered to pay the 4% interest on the balances that the town otherwise would not have incurred. Supervisor Meredith explained that would not be necessary, that everything would be paid up front. Mr. Waldron went on to state that he would like to offer some token or donation to the town for including him in the project.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Informed the Board that he would like to attend a highway school in June.

He informed the Board the bid opening for the loader was Monday, April 9, 2007 and will have Kevin Armstrong explain more.

He explained to the Board that some of the stone from the bid opening in March was tabled and he would now like to award that. After further checking into the stone on County bid, it is not what he wants and would like to award the following to Carver.

He informed the Board that he plans to start roadwork the first part of May. He gave the Board an estimate of $2 million in work to be completed. Supervisor Meredith stated that we need to make sure we can pay the RANS in August and that we may have to hold off.

Councilman Dolph asked who would be doing the work? Superintendent Geidel responded, contractors. Dolph asked, “Did you put them in order by high risk?” Geidel responded; “I put them in order by large project.” Geidel stated: “If you don’t want me to proceed, don’t give me the money. If you want me to proceed allow me to do the large projects to keep the cash flow coming in.”

Councilman Armstrong stated that if we don’t do the work now and receive the reimbursement from FEMA, we maybe doing this in the future on our own.

Supervisor Meredith request that Superintendent Geidel ask an East Oxbow resident to write a letter to the Board to start the road abandonment process.

Superintendent requested that John Green come back to help with roadwork this summer. Councilman Dolph asked if the money could come from the FEMA Administrator Fees? Superintendent Geidel suggested only hiring two summer youths instead of four.

Supervisor Meredith asked if John would need to be full-time? Superintendent Geidel said he could probably make it work with a part-time position. Councilman Armstrong suggested using the unused budgeted secretary money.

RESOLUTION #31

AWARD OF STONE BID

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to award the following stone bids to Carver, who was the responsible low bidder. All in favor, motion carried.


1A’s
$17.05


1ST
$15.55


1s
$16.15


2s
$16.15 

Councilman Armstrong informed the Board that a bid was placed with the County of $15,050.00 for the purchase of a wheeled excavator. The committee has met and is in agreement that it is worth purchasing.

RESOLUTION #32

PURCHASE OF WHEELED EXCAVATOR

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Meredith granting permission to move forward with the purchase of a Case wheeled excavator from the County. All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Armstrong informed the Board that the Highway Committee is rejecting all bids received on March 7, 2007 for a loader. The committee has opted to go with a larger horsepower motor.

RESOLUTON #33

REJECTION OF BIDS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to reject the March 7, 2007 bids for a loader due to the committee’s decision to go with a larger horsepower motor. All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Armstrong introduced the new bids for a loader from the bid opening on April 9, 2007. Councilman Armstrong recommended that the Board award the bid to the highest bidder due to parts accessibility and a 30-day delivery. Supervisor Meredith recommended going with the lowest bidder and asked for a reason why the Board should not. After further discussion, the Board decided to table the matter. Councilman Armstrong suggested breaking out each specification so that the Board could review and have a better understanding of each bid.

RESOLUTION #34
APPROVAL FOR SUPERINTENDENT TO ATTEND SCHOOL

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to approve the Superintendents request to attend highway school in June. All in favor, motion carried.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:





Reported that I have collected 85% of the taxes.

Presented to the Board a request from Touchstone Health wanting to use the boardroom one day a month. The board was in agreement. I also suggested developing a Use of Facility form for future requests. Supervisor Meredith will look into developing one. Attorney Wood offered a book of municipal forms and applications for use.

Announced the Town received $44.00 in revenue from the surplus items that were sold at auction.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith presented his Financial Statement for February and the February and March Budget Report to the Board.

He asked the Board to give some thought as how to use the $50,000 that Senator John Bonacic awarded the Town for flood related expenses.

He informed the Board that the Village as denied the request to place a “Handicap Parking Only” sign in front of the Town Hall. He will respond to the letter addressing the importance of a shorter distance for those not in wheelchairs but with other handicaps. He also addressed the site distance concern the Village had and stated: “What about the intersection at Mead and North?”

RESOLUTION #35

PROJECT AGREEMENT WITH NRCS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission for the Town to enter into an agreement with NRCS. All in favor, motion carried.

Discussion took place on John Esposito’s request for funds for the Civil War Re-enactment. Eileen Esposito stated that it was her fault for not supplying the Board with the information requested in her letter.

RESOLUTION #36

CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting the award of $500.00 toward the Civil War Re-enactment. All in favor, motion carried. 

Councilman Armstrong questioned the need to go out to bid for the cleaning of vegetative debris from the streams. Supervisor Meredith stated the cost is below the bid threshold and considers it somewhat of an emergency. He stated, we should move forward before the EWP projects start.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTON #37

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to accept the vouchers as presented and approve for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#69-91

$13,827.75





OV Fund B

#3

$263.76





General Hwy DA
#38-48

$19,686.81





OV Hwy DB

#8

$1,552.41





Disaster Recovery H
#3

$1,186.00

ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,

Ronda Williams

Town Clerk

1

