TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 8, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Bob Cairns – Walton Reporter, and Maureen Wacha

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that I returned $362,653.07 of uncollected tax money to the County Treasurer to be collected at the County level.

Reported that we currently have 905 dogs registered in the Town and Village of Walton.

Reported that I received notification that the Department of State has received and filed Local Law #1 of 2007.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith reviewed February, March, and April’s Supervisors Monthly Statements with the Board as well as presenting the April Monthly Budget Report.

Discussion took place over the press release concerning a 10-year FAD extension. Supervisor Meredith asked the Board for their support to oppose the EPA and the Department of Health issuance of a FAD for 10 years for land acquisitions and presented the following resolution.

Walton Town Board’s 

Opposition to a 10 Year Filtration Avoidance 
Determination by the USEPA, NYSDOH, and NYS Governor’s Office.
Whereas, the Town of Walton is a signatory to the Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) in the New York City Watershed; and

Whereas, the USEPA, NYSDOH, and NYS Governor’s Office have moved forward with a 
 decision to extend the Filtration Avoidance Determination to 10 years and incorporate a 10 
 year land acquisition program which invests $300 million, and

Whereas, this decision was done in absence of watershed communities input, demonstrating 
 absolute disregard for the needs of the watershed communities, and

Whereas, this decision was made without even calling on the opinion of the Coalition of Watershed Towns (CWT), (without CWT agreement there would not have been a FAD in 1997) which was included in all prior discussions of the 2007 FAD negotiations, and 

Whereas, the Town of Walton calls on the EPA to commission an environmental impact analyses that evaluates the real need for additional land acquisition, where the acquisition is needed, and the impact that the watershed regulations and land acquisitions have on the economies and community character of watershed communities, and 


Whereas, the continual purchase of large tracts of land is a serious detriment to the future of the people in our Towns, Villages, Fire Department, and Counties to be able to plan and 
 participate in their own future,

Therefore, Be it Resolved, the Town of Walton opposes that 10 year FAD extension with out 
 consultation of the local municipalities, and

Be it Further Resolved, the Town of Walton stands strongly against a 10-year land acquisition 
program that more than triples the amount of funding that was originally negotiated by New 
York City for the 2007 FAD,

Be it Further Resolved, the Town of Walton stands strongly against the recreation uses for NYC property in the FAD, as access to this property should be open in the same manner of NYS lands, 

Resolved, a copy of this resolution shall be forwarded to:  Governor Spitzer; US Senator Schumer; US Senator Clinton; US Congresswoman Gillibrand; State Senator Bonacic; Assemblyman 
Crouch; Mr. Philip Sweeney, USEPA; Mr. Alan Steinberg, USEPA; Ms. Emily Lloyd NYCDEP; Mr. James Tierney, NYC Watershed Inspector General; Mr. William Harding, WPPC, Mr. Peter Grannis NYSDEC Commissioner; Mr. Richard Daines NYSDOH 
Commissioner; Ms. Judith Enck, Deputy Secretary of the Environment; Mr. Patrick Meehan, 
CWT,  Mr. James Eisel, Delaware County Board of Supervisors.

RESOLUTION # 38
OPPOSITION TO A 10 YEAR FILTRATION AVOIDANCE DETERMINATION BY THE USEPA, NYSDOH, AND NYS GOVERNOR’S OFFICE


A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to approve and accept the Opposition to a 10 year Filtration Avoidance Determination by the USEPA, NYSDOH, and NYS Governor’s Office. Vote 5 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Rodriguez-Betancourt and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.


Supervisor Meredith discussed his concern with the Revenue Anticipation Note repayment to Wilber Bank. Councilman Armstrong questioned if the Town will be able to get the work done while waiting for the FEMA reimbursement? Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that Superintendent Geidel informed him that most of the contractors are willing to wait for payment on the large projects.

RESOLUTION #39

REPAYMENT OF RAN TO WILBER NATIONAL BANK

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting Supervisor Meredith permission to repay the RAN of $3.5 million principal and $126,377.47 interest. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that a noise complaint had come in about the composter at the landfill. It was later discovered that a blower had imploded on its self. Further discussion took place on the composter. Councilman Armstrong asked, “What is the percentage of material that goes through the composter?” Supervisor Meredith stated 80%.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:





Councilman Armstrong presented the Truck Bids to the Board.





Karen Koenig


2 trucks
$80.00/hr





Reynolds Construction
3

$85.00/hr





Steven Fairchild

1

$80.00/hr





Shelcon


1

$122.50/hr





Tweedie Construction

1

$90.00/hr

Councilman Armstrong recommended awarding the bid to the two low bidders, Karen Koenig and Steven Fairchild at $80.00 per hour. Shelcon did not include a Non-collusive Bidding Certificate.

RESOLUTION #40

AWARD OF TRUCK BIDS
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to award the Truck Bid to the two lowest bidders Karen Koenig and Steven Fairchild at $80.00 per hour. The remaining bidders will be the first offered the job based on the lowest bidders price before hiring others. All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Armstrong presented the Board with a breakdown of the loader specifications that was tabled at last months meeting. Councilman Armstrong went over the specifications and recommended that the Town proceed with the CAT bid of $127,931. Councilman Armstrong informed the Board that he did a lot of research including going to other towns and found that the CAT’s life expectancy and parts availability was the main reason to go with the CAT. Councilman Dolph asked if the Town was able to go with the CAT even if it was not the low bidder? Attorney Wood responded, “Yes, it’s in the best interest of the Town.”

RESOLUTION #41

AWARD OF LOADER BID

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd awarding the loader bid to CAT in the amount of $127,931.00. All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Armstrong reported the engineer survey has been completed for South River Road and Budine Road.

Reported that the wheeled excavator purchased from the County has been delivered.

Councilman Armstrong asked Attorney Wood the status of East Oxbow Hollow Road? Attorney Wood reported that 2 or the 3 landowners are willing to sign for $1.00 and the other we are still working with. Attorney Wood recommended holding off until Superintendent Geidel returns.

Councilman Armstrong reported that he is waiting for a return call from Kiffs about the purchase of a fuel tank.

Councilman Armstrong reported that Superintendent Geidel would like to hire Ralph Merwin Sr. to operate the boom mower for the summer.  The Board tabled the matter for the committee to discuss further.

Councilman Armstrong reported that NYS CHIPS funding was increased by $8,000.00.

Councilman Armstrong reported that the installing of guide rails has started on Pines Brook Road. Discussion took place about a complaint of the bolt size. The Supervisor will consult with the County guide rail crew.

Councilman Dolph reported that a survey has been received on the remaining Water Street property. He will consult with Mark Jacobs to review the maps.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #41

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the vouchers as presented and approve for payment. All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#92-106
$8,947.86

OV Fund B

#

$

General Hwy DA
#49-60

$33,025.40

OV Hwy DB

#9-16

$18,548.83

Disaster Recover H
#4-6

$3,212.40

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith reported that soil boring has begun for the cell phone tower site.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to enter into executive session at 6:40 p.m. for discussion of contractual negotiations with Delaware County. All in favor, motion carried.

Back in regular session at 6:50 p.m.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Town Clerk
4

