TOWN BOARD MEETING

June 12, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – Walton Reporter

RESOLUTION # 42
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the minutes from May 8, 2007 as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

No one spoke

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Informed the Board that the CAT loader is almost ready for delivery, waiting on the spare tire and wheel.

Attorney Frank Wood reported that under Section 171 (2) of the New York State Highway Law, East Oxbow Hollow Road would be abandoned. Mr. Wood read the law in detail to the Board and requested permission from the Board to negotiate financially with the landowners a sum not to exceed $3,500.00.

RESOLUTION #43
ABANDONEDMENT OF EAST OXBOW HOLLOW ROAD


A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to abandoned East Oxbow Hollow Road and grant Attorney Wood permission to negotiate with the landowners for the abandonment of East Oxbow Hollow Road not to exceed $3,500.00. All in favor, motion carried.


Superintendent Geidel requested permission from the Board to hire an additional summer employee to use the mower for roadside mowing. After a short discussion and upon a recommendation from Councilman Armstrong to review the situation each month the Board was in favor of this request. 


Informed the Board that he would like to pursue another mine for gravel.  He informed the Board that the current mine will be coming to an end and has possibly located another one. Supervisor Meredith suggested contacting the landowner to make sure they are on board, then move forward with an engineer.


Informed the Board that he is moving forward with paving the roads but noted that there had been problems with the delivery of stone from Carver.  He plans to sign FEMA/SEMO P-4’s for Houck Mountain and Beers Brook so that the reimbursement can be finalized.


Councilman Armstrong reported that after a conversation with Kiff’s Fuel, a 2000-gallon tank would cost around $8,000 and an addition $1,500 would be need for an alarm system.  Councilman Armstrong informed the Board that the savings of owning a fuel tank would not be much due to the rules, regulations, and the liability. He recommends staying with what the Town currently has but will keep track of what is spent and keep our options open.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Presented a Use of Facility form to be used by any person wishing to use the Town’s facilities and to start as a standard practice.  Attorney Wood reviewed the application and was in favor.

RESOLUTION #44

USE OF FACILITIES FORM

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong approving the Use of Facilities form and to start its use with all new requests. All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that the two grants that where applied for through the New York State Archives for map repairs, preservation, and for a microfilm project were denied. I recommended moving forward with microfilming the 12 years of Board Minutes and the 24 years of Vital Records with the funds already budgeted. The Board was in favor.

Reported that with the grants that have been received for Senator Bonicic we will be replacing the carpet throughout the Town Hall and have had companies coming in to provide quotes. 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith reviewed his Supervisor’s Report and the May Budget Report with the Board. He reported on the interest earned from the money that was invested from FEMA revenues.

Reported that on Thursday, June 14, 2007 at 11:00, the Community Preservation Corporation will hold a reception and tour Delaware Street. 

Presented the annual contract between the Town of Walton and the Village of Walton to provide recreational services to the residents of the Village and Town of Walton for $24,000.

RESOLUTION #45

2007 VILLAGE RECREATION CONTRACT 

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to Supervisor Meredith to sign the contract between the Town of Walton and the Village of Walton for recreational services in the amount of $24,000 for residents of the Town and Village of Walton. All in favor, motion carried.

Presented the annual contract between the Town of Walton and the Humane Society of Central Delaware County to house stray or lost dogs and cats in the Town and Village or Walton.

RESOLUTION #46

2007 HUMANE SOCIETY CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to Supervisor Meredith to sign the contract between the Town of Walton and the Humane Society for the housing of stray or lost dogs and cats in the Town or Village of Walton. All in favor, motion carried.

Updated the Board on the progress of the cell tower and the fact that a new contract has been received by Cellular One. Attorney Frank Wood requested authorization for himself and Supervisor Meredith to finalize the contract and for Supervisor Meredith to execute the contract.

RESOLUTION #47

CELL TOWER CONTRACT WITH JNS
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong granting Attorney Wood and Supervisor Meredith permission to move forward with the contract with JNS. All in favor, motion carried.

The Supervisor, in support of the litigation being brought on behalf of all watershed municipalities against the United States Environmental Protection Agency by the CWT presented the following resolution to the Board:

Town of Walton 

Board Resolution #: 48

Financial Support of the Coalition of Watershed Towns (CWT)
WHEREAS, the Town of Walton passed resolution # 38 of 2007 calling on all parties involved with the proposed 10-year Filtration Avoidance Determination (FAD) issued by the EPA to scale back the land acquisition portion and consider the grave detriment that $300 million dollars of NYC land purchases will have on our communities, and

WHEREAS, the Walton Town Board fully supports the litigation being brought on behalf of all watershed municipalities against the United States Environmental Protection Agency 
 by the CWT, for violation of Federal Regulations as well as the MOA, which will directly 
 impact the issuance of this FAD that heeded no attention of comments or feelings of any 
 local stakeholders, and

WHEREAS, the Walton Town Board feels that this litigation is of the utmost importance for the future of the Town of Walton, the County of Delaware, and all municipalities in the NYC 
Watershed.  The CWT needs the full financial support from member municipalities 
to fully carryout this litigation, recognizing this most serious issue that will directly affect 
our futures, and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Walton Town Board will appropriate $2,000.00 to the CWT to be used for litigation against the EPA to overturn the issuance of a 10-
year FAD by the EPA, 

FURTHER RESOLVED, the Walton Town Board calls on all stakeholders in this FAD: CWT member Towns, Villages, and Counties to consider sending financial contributions to 
the CWT for this specific litigation, and we additionally call on our NYS Representatives to 
provide financial assistance to the CWT in this litigation; recognizing that this issue is as important as other battles that are being supported currently, 

FURTHER RESOLVED, the Walton Town Board directs a copy of this action be sent to 
all CWT members, with additional copies sent to: Governor Spitzer, NYS Senators Bonacic & Seward, NYS Assemblymen Crouch & Lopez, US Senators Schumer & Clinton, 
US Representative Gillibrand, CWC, and Delaware County Watershed Affairs.

RESOLUTION #48
FINANCIAL SUPPORT OF THE COALITION OF WATERSHED TOWNS (CWT)


A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd granting Supervisor Meredith permission to appropriate $2,000 to the CWT to be used for litigation against the EPA to overturn the issuance of a 10-year FAD by the EPA. All in favor, motion carried.


Further discussion took place on the litigation. Councilwoman Boyd commented, “It’s about time the Towns stand together.” Attorney Wood suggested that the other towns could use the mortgage tax revenue for financial support.  Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that there are maps showing the intent of the land acquisitions. Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt questioned if private contributions could be accepted and suggested that a presentation be given to the residents, and to show the maps that are available to inform people and ask for donations. Supervisor Meredith commented that the CWT would welcome donations and hopes that other towns will follow Walton’s lead.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph requested permission from the Board to apply for the Justice Court Grants.

RESOLUTION #49

JUSTICE COURT GRANT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd granting Councilman Dolph permission to apply for a Justice Court grant. All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Armstrong questioned the survey that had been done on the remaining Town property on Water Street. Councilman Dolph informed him that he will contact Assessor Mark Jacobs and have the pins located. 

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board of the two grants received from Senator Bonicic and Assemblyman Crouch that will provide new carpet, floor tile, ceiling tile and a copy machine for the Town Hall.

Councilwoman Boyd informed the Board that she is working on a Budget Funding Request Form to be used for non-profit organization when asking for funds from the Town of Walton. She added that this should become a standard policy and will be used to work from for additional years.

Councilman Boyd informed the Board that they have been invited to tour the CAT facility in Clifton Park. The Board will get together and setup a date.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #50

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the vouchers as presented and approve for payment. All in favor, motion carried.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams








Town Clerk
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