TOWN BOARD MEETING

July 10, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt,
Attorney Frank Wood

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – Walton Reporter

RESOLUTION #51

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to accept the minutes from June 12, 2007 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Informed the Board that the new mine location at Matt MacGibbon’s property is moving forward and is awaiting a lease agreement from Attorney Wood to process.

Requested permission to enter into any necessary agreements to start the process with the DEC for mining permit application. Supervisor Meredith informed Superintendent Geidel that he believes permission is not needed at this point. The Board agreed to wait until Attorney Wood draws up the lease and to bring back to the table.

Reported that the installation of large diameter pipes have been installed and approved by FEMA on Seely Wood, Wakeman Brook, Scott Road, and Seely Wood Spur.

Supervisor Meredith reported that with the financial help from the DEC and Soil and Water Conservation, a pipe on Palmer Hill Road was enlarged to 10’ to better allow for fish passage.

Reported that he has submitted the application for the pipe to be installed on East Oxbow Hollow and submitted the paperwork for the FEMA P4’s for Houck Mt., Beers Brook, and Colchester Mt.

Reported to the Board that the US Army Corps of Engineers has not signed off on the required paperwork for the large projects. He commented that the Corps is being sued and are not signing any paperwork at this time.  Supervisor Meredith commented that this would cause a cash flow problem until we can get the reimbursements. 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the necessary quotes for the New York State Legislative Member Items to obtain new carpeting and a copier have been received. The award will go to the lowest quote; the following is a breakdown of the quotes received:





Carpet:

Bartlett’s Carpet
$14,700







Endwell Carpet
$8,895.79







Waldron’s Floor
$10,100





Copier:

Eastern

$4,800







DBS

$3,486







CMS

$4,904

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported on the June monthly statement as well as the June budget report.

Reported that he is working on the figures of the potential savings of interest if the Highway Garage bond is paid off this year. He will present this to the Board next month.

Reported that the Town of Walton has been awarded a grant from Senator John Bonacic in the amount of $50,000 for flood mitigation. He requested ideas from the Board as to how the remaining funds should be spent after approximately $20,000 would be used for the stream vegetative debris removal that has been completed.

Councilwoman Boyd suggested making the funds visible to the public by setting the funds aside for use by residents that need assistance in driveway repairs, sandbars, or getting a business up and running again.  Supervisor Meredith and Councilman Armstrong were in agreement to see where the Town stands after the EWP projects are complete.

Reported that a 20’ section of cooper pipe is missing from the cell tower site and work for the permanent cell tower will start next week. 

Reported that the Town may incur engineering fees for the Keers Creek tunnel project to proceed with the snowmobile trail bridge so that there can be access.

Reported that the Auditors have started the FEMA audit and information should be available at next months meeting.

Reported that 2 employees paid for by the County will be starting at the Town Hall on a temporary basis.

Reported that a claim has been submitted to the insurance company for road emulsion spraying on a car.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #52

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to accept the vouchers as presented and approve for payment. All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#132-155
$9,291.65

OV Fund B

#5-6

$24,005.21

General Hwy DA
#71-77

$128,918.81

OV Highway DB
#26-34

$99,125.55

Disaster Recover H
#16-26

$738,402.88

OTHER BUSINESS:

Councilman Armstrong reported that the East Oxbow Hollow Road abandonment would not take place and the Town will move forward with the repairs to the road.

Supervisor Meredith announced to the Board that the Office of Real Property is requesting the Town’s Sole Assessor appointment information.  The current term will expire on September 30, 2007 and re-appointment needs to be made.  The new term is a 6-year term and is on October 1, 2007 – September 30, 2013.

RESOLUTION #53

RE-APPOINTMENT OF SOLE ASSESSOR

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to re-appoint Mark Jacob to Sole Assessor for the Town of Walton for a 6-year term starting on October 1, 2007 and ending on September 30, 2013. All in favor, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to enter into executive session for personnel issues at 6:30 p.m.

Back in regular session at 7:12, no action taken in executive session.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:12 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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