TOWN BOARD MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING

JULY 31, 2007

7:00 P.M.

SPECIAL TOWN BOARD MEETING – re – CELL TOWER

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor Meredith, and Deputy Clerk Gladys Jacques

ABSENT:
Councilman Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Town Clerk Ronda Williams, and Attorney Frank Wood

There were 31 attending meeting – (see sign-up sheet)

Meeting was called to order by Supervisor John Meredith at 7:05 PM.

Supervisor Meredith stated the reasons for meeting.  Mr. Meredith went over a cell tower time line print out.  (See print out at end of report.)  He then went over a print out of reasons for a tower instead of a flagpole.  (See copy at end of report.)

Currently Cell One is a carrier and next month Verizon Wireless intends to be a carrier as well barring the stop work order is removed.  After that we are hoping more carriers will be interested – up to four or five.  As a flag pole there was no access for emergency services.  All cell phone equipment is internal; no equipment could be placed on the outside of the pole except for the flag.  This is one of the reasons the board felt it was a good reason to switch thus we are not only expanding our ability to add more carriers, but to add emergency services.  With a flagpole it can only have three carriers.  It’s a shame that this turned into a political issue for the upcoming primary.  (Mr. Meredith stated that this is his own opinion).

Comments from members of the Town Board:

K. Armstrong – Stated he is upset that it has come to this. We have not tried to hide anything; everything has been discussed in open board meetings.  Cell reception is very important to business people in this community, I travel a lot and with my own cell phone right here I can’t get service. I think it would be a disservice to the taxpayers if we did not try to bring this to our area and to bring in revenue. I too believe this is a political ploy. As far as an eyesore, I think there are a lot more things that the Village Board should be more concerned with then the cell tower. There are buildings on Main Street that have not been touched since the flood. The Village Code Officer issued a letter stating that the Town did not need a building permit, that’s what we went by. We get it constructed and now all of a sudden they change their tune. A cell tower is a cell tower no matter what it looks like. 

B. Dolph – This process took a lot of time to be completed.  It had to be approved by the Federal Government; a process which took four months.  Then New York State had a three-month step that had to be followed for approval.  The Code Enforcement Officer for the village was notified that this was not going to be a flagpole.  The letter from the code officer to the town and to the contractor stated a cell tower, not a flagpole.

C. Boyd – Every meeting held by the town board was reported on by The Walton Reporter.  Every meeting held is announced and is open to public attendance.  No one has ever had any questions concerning the cell tower.  There have been several complaints about poor cell service.  She does not believe we are well represented by the village government.  If this is a problem between the village and town I would like to have seen that representation here.

J. Meredith – To follow up with the public safety section of the tower is that one of the jobs we are charged with is the safety of the public.  You always hear on the radio or read in the papers that a drive by motorist, phones in fire, bridge down, etc. That to me is paramount to it all.

Supervisor Meredith opened the floor for comments from public.

Ken Landry – Village resident states that to him everything is fine with this tower.  They have them everywhere. It’s that simple!

Bea Bennett - If we only had this during 1996 flood and 2006 flood what a great thing it would have been.  Roscoe had all this when they had a flood a few weeks ago and it saved my daughter-in-laws life.  It does pay to have a cell phone.

Richard Kelly – Delaware County Sheriff Department dispatcher, certified 911 operator –

During the flood of 2006 I was in charge of all emergency and utility co. dispatching.  Virtually nobody had cell service in the village of Walton, which created a massive communication snafu.  The only way to communicate was with radios.  Verizon only covers 1/3 of the village.  It would be good for tourists and tourism dollars. If you want people to stay, make it possible for them to have cell phone capabilities.

John Cerillo – Lives on Stockton Avenue – can view tower from his home.  Thought it would have been nice if the supervisor or a board member took five minutes and paid him a visit and explained to him the situation and maybe, just maybe, it wouldn’t have come to this.  Questioned about other carriers and if they would pay.  Mr. Meredith stated that each carrier would pay a thousand dollars a month, every month. Mr. Cerillo questioned liability concerns.  Mr. Meredith stated that the Town will be putting up an 8’fence and will have liability insurance.  Also the management company will have insurance. The cost should be a thousand dollars per year.  Mr. Cerillo questioned placement of a light on the tower.  Mr. Meredith will check on this and get back to Mr. Cerillo and the rest of the residents on Stockton Avenue. Mr. Meredith also stated that the Town would be happy to work with Stockton Avenue property owners with placement of trees.

Seth Wildenstein - Will there be a generator there to provide service if power is out?  All phone towers are nice, availability of service is nice, but without power they don’t work.  Seeing this area under a considerable amount of water during the flood, what will happen to emergency services?  In his opinion it would have been nice to see two flagpole towers then this monstrosity.

Gary Tweedie – Complimented the Board on the work they have put into this tower.  The number one complaint by fair vendors is no cell service.  There are cell towers everywhere. To me its not an eye sore, I could see if it was one of these wind towers that are going up all over the countryside.  I think it’s the greatest thing to come to Walton.

Brian Foster – Lives on Stockton Avenue.  His concerns are view, light, and property value.  Questioned if helicopters or airplanes would run into this.  Mr. Meredith stated that is why a light could be placed on it.  Mr. Foster stated he is against the cell tower.

Susan Hammerslag – Stated that she was sorry that it seems to have turned into something political. The biggest issue was the surprise that is was no longer a flagpole.  Ms. Hammerslag stated that she was not against the cell tower as Walton has a need for it but thought it could be put in a better location.

Loren Skiff – I want it understood that the Village of Walton is not against the cell tower in this town. Kevin Armstrong questioned Mr. Skiff – If this had been a flagpole would a stop work order have been issued?  Mr. Skiff stated a permit was needed, then said this took place before he became code enforcement officer.  Mr. Skiff stated he was instructed to issue the stop work order. Bruce Dolph attempted to speak and Mr. Skiff stopped him from proceeding and stated, “don’t shoot the messenger.”

Tony Contello – If Mr. Skiff is code enforcement officer he should be the one making decisions, not being told to issue stop work orders.  As far as the aesthetics, I find it more horrible to see the posters that have been plastered all over town. I hope whoever put them up has the courtesy to remove them. With all the closed up store fronts all over, we did not need these posters plastered all over them.

John Kane - feels there needs to be better communication between the village and town.

C. Boyd – Stated that the minutes are also posted on-line and we, as a Town Board, follow the village minutes, in error we assumed the village did the same.

Dan Hodges – Feels it is wonderful that this has gone up.  Mr. Hodges asked the Board if some other form of media was used to announce the flagpole then that used to announce the change to a regular tower?  Supervisor Meredith stated “no” Mr. Hodges stated, “Then this is a moot issue.”

Keith Davis – compared the cell tower to satellite dishes, TV antennas, etc.  Asked the Board and attendees if they remembered the satellite dishes and TV antennas and how ugly they were? And now we complain about cell towers.  In a few months we won’t even notice it.  Give it time. Unfortunately this seems to be a dispute between the Village and Town.  The Village CEO issued a letter therefore; a stop work order should never have been issued.

With no further comments, Supervisor Meredith made a motion to enter into executive session, seconded by Councilman Dolph.

Entered executive session at 7:47 pm.

Returned back from executive session at 7:58 pm.

RESOLUTION # 54

PERMISSION TO SEEK LEGAL COUNCIL

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting Supervisor Meredith to seek legal council for removal of the stop work order on the cell tower.  Vote 4 ayes Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, and Supervisor Meredith, 0 nays. Motion carried.

Mr. Meredith stated that the contractor is losing $2000.00 per day due to the stop work order. Therefore, it is high priority.

Meeting was adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Gladys Jacques

Deputy Clerk
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