TOWN BOARD MEETING

August 7, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

ABSENT:
Councilman Dolph

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert Carins – The Walton Reporter, Samuel Swart, Rich Morley, and Bea Bennett


RESOLUTION # 55
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the minutes from July 10, 2007 as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Village Trustee Rich Morley addressed the Board stating that he would like to follow up with the Town Board and invite them to meet with the Village Board in regards to the cell tower issue.


SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that the paving is continuing on town roads and that he has submitted P-4’s totaling just under $3 million to FEMA for reimbursement. He informed the Board that road work would continue the week after fair.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that after not receiving reimbursement from FEMA for the last two month, the town has just received a check for just under $80,000 for the chipping of the vegetative debris. Commented that the money has been coming in slow.

Superintendent Geidel reported that the plans for the MacGibbon mine has not been finalized yet and will continue to follow up.

Requested permission to assist the Fair Board during fair week with the use of town equipment. 

RESOLUTION # 56
PERMISSION TO ASSIST THE DELAWARE COUNTY FAIR BOARD

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong granting the Highway Department permission to use town equipment to assist the fair as needed. All in favor, motion carried.

Superintendent Geidel reported that the DEC permit to install the pipe on East Oxbow Hollow Road was granted and the pipe has been installed. He noted that one property owner was upset with the Town, claiming trespassing. Geidel spoke with the landowner and believes he has resolved the issue.

Attorney Wood had been informed of the situation and read  Section 147 of Highway Law that states: the when the Town Superintendent directed by the County Superintendent and when authorized by the Town Board may enter upon lands adjacent to any of the highways in the town for the purpose of the opening and existing ditch or drains, digging a new ditch or drain for the drainage of a ditch or highway. “If it’s necessary we would need to get the County Superintendent and since we have the Town Board present why don’t we grant permission to continue with this?” Supervisor Meredith asked Geidel if this was necessary? Geidel responded that he believes the situation was resolved. 

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked why the landowner was upset? Councilman Armstrong explained that one of the three landowners was not in favor of abandoning the road, therefore; the Town was required to repair the road and replace the pipe. This particular landowner was in favor of abandonment and did not want the road repaired.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that I received the Tax Collector Settlement Statement from the Delaware County Treasurer and all agreed.

Reported that Touchstone Health has requested to use the Boardroom in the afternoon for the months of November and December. Touchstone Health will complete a use of facility form.

Reported that I have received a disk from the CWC and those interested in viewing it should contact me.

Reported that I am seeking prices on a maintenance contract for the copy machine that has been moved upstairs. I will inform the Board of the results.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith reviewed his July Budget Report and the Financial Statement, noting that no FEMA payments have been received in July. 

Updated the Board of the two $50,000.00 grants received from Senator Bonacic. The Board had discussed using the money for stream work for areas not covered by the EWP Project and has a list of possible sites where the money could be used. The Town could start with that list and then solicit a list if necessary making sure DEC permits are acquired. Reminded the Board that some of the funds will be used to cover the removal of trees.

Supervisor Meredith had Attorney Wood explain the Keystone Associates proposal for the development of a snowmobile bridge across Kerr’s Creek.  Attorney Wood had made some changes and feels the proposal is ready for the Supervisor’s signature.  Supervisor Meredith stated that once the design is complete, we could pass it over to the snowmobile club for the rest.

RESOLUTION #57

SNOWMOBILE BRIDGE PROPOSAL

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd granting Supervisor Meredith permission to enter into an agreement with Keystone Associates for the design of a snowmobile bridge over Kerr’s Creek. All in favor, motion carried.

RESOLUTION #57A
RENEW REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTE

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Robriguez-Betancourt granting Supervisor Meredith permission to renew the $2,000,000 Revenue Anticipation Note for 1-year at a rate of 3.64%. Vote 4 Ayes; Armstong, Boyd, Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 Noes, Absent, Councilman Dolph 

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that he has provided a letter to the Village Public Works Department granting permission to remove stone along Water Street on Town property to be used for the Terrace Ave. project in the Village.

Informed the Board that DVH will hold a groundbreaking ceremony for the construction of the new emergency room.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that he would like the Town Board to participate in a rotating schedule to attend the Village Board meetings in an effort to improve communication with village. The Board was in agreement.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that he has received 3 letters concerning the cell tower from Joe Augustine, Joanna Richardson, and Brian Foster. A copy was presented to each member. (Letters attached at end of minutes)

Spoke with Jim Thomson to follow up with wireless Internet access. Pragmeta Networks has received a grant and will be working throughout Delaware County.  Also, noted that the cell tower was critical to implement wireless Internet throughout the town.

In response to the questions asked last Thursday about lights being placed on the tower; there will be no lights placed on the tower. Additionally due to Hurricane Katrina all cell providers are required in the next year to provide 3 days of back up power (generator or battery) to the tower. The tower is one foot above the 100-year flood plain and the equipment is going to be higher, so flooding won’t be much of an issue. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Discussion took place on the roadwork and the progress since the flood of 2006.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #58

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to approve the vouchers as presented. All in favor, motion carried.


General Fund A
#156-178
$10,775.10


General Highway DA
#78-84

$986.72


OV Highway DB
#35-46

$18,053.49


Disaster Recovery H
#27-33

$400,038.87

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams









Town Clerk
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