TOWN BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 8, 2008

6:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Patrick Meredith, Andrew Rutherford, Maureen Wacha, Ed Snow, Dick Dumond, Glenn Graves – The Walton Reporter, John Esposito, Theresa O’Leary, Karen Marshfield, Commissioner William Moon, Undersheriff Doug Vredenburgh

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
RESOLUTION #6
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the minutes of December 11, 2007 as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Karen Marshfield, Program Coordinator for Legacy Corps of Delaware County approached the Board and gave a detailed presentation on the program.  Mrs. Marshfield explained the need for volunteers to keep the program running and the benefits it provides to caregivers in Delaware County. Mrs. Marshfield requested a monetary donation from the Board.

Commissioner William Moon approached the Board and provided detail information on the placement and different levels of sex offenders in Walton and Delaware County.  Mr. Moon explained that the Department of Social Services gets involved only when a released sex offender in classified as homeless; meaning does not have a place to stay or can not afford a home. Mr. Moon explained the history of the county house purchased in 2001 on State Highway 10 and the expansion to accommodate up to 7 individuals.  Mr. Moon feels this is a better location for sex offenders then spread throughout the community.

Undersheriff Vredenburgh explained the process of how sex offenders are released to Walton or Delaware County. Undersheriff Vredenburgh explained that only offenders that committed the crime in Walton, were arrested in Walton, or have ties to Walton are released to Walton and the same with Delaware County requirements. 

Commissioner Moon mentioned a website to track offenders in the Walton area at NYS Division of Criminal Justice Services and gave a brief recap of the levels of offenders:


Level 3 – Highest risk, remains on the registry for life.


Level 2 – Lesser risk, remains on the registry for life.

Level 1 – Least risk, tends to be a male over 18 engaged

in sexual contact with a girlfriend under 18   years of age. 

Councilman Rodriguez-Bentacourt asked if anyone knows how many reside in Walton. The Undersheriff announced he believes that number is 11 and gave a breakdown of 69 in the county, 11 in Walton with 7 of the 11 at the State Highway 10 house.

Chief of Police Holaquest asked if we are bringing other offenders from other counties? Commissioner Moon stated, “No we are just dealing with what is ours, they reside here, committed the crime here, or where arrested here.”

Mayor Snow asked how many facilities are in the County? Commissioner Moon stated that the only one that is county owned is in Walton and is very hard to blend in.

Mayor Snow asked if there are guidelines as to where they can go? Commissioner Moon stated that parole sets those requirements and if they are not in need of services from the County they can live anywhere in the community as long as it meets their parole requirements.

Theresa O’Leary asked if we are received offenders from other counties and if the County plans to purchase additional property? Commissioner Moon state, “No.” Councilman Armstrong stated that if the records show that the offenders where originally from Walton then it is clear we are not receiving more from other counties.

Theresa O’Leary asked if Commissioner Moon could provide the Village of Walton with a record of those that come and left the house on State Highway 10.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Stated he has met with the engineers from Keystone Associates to discuss the future of the bridges that will be coming up and will be meeting with FEMA again.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:





Reported that 9% of the tax levy has been collected as of today.

Reported that there are 26 past-due dog licenses from July – November and 24 past due for the month of December.

Requested permission from the Board to attend the Town Clerks Conference in Saratoga in the spring.

RESOLUTION #7

TOWN CLERK TO ATTEND CONFERENCE

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission for the Town Clerk to attend the Town Clerk’s Conference in Saratoga. All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith stated he would provide the Board with the financial reports next month.

Called a special meeting for the purpose of a SEQRA review on the cell tower on Thursday January 9, 2008 at 6:30 p.m.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #8

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to approve the vouchers as submitted. All in favor, motion carried.






General Fund A
#1-8

$2,184.17 (2008)






General Highway DA
#131-144
$19,517.61 (2007)






OV Highway DB
#71-72

$160.11 (2007)

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith brought back to the table the T.J.E. video contract. Councilman Armstrong asked if someone requested a copy of the taped meeting would they be required to go through a FOIL request? The Board was in agreement this would not be the case and Mr. Esposito could provide them with the copy.

Councilman Armstrong feels it is not necessary to have a contract. Councilwoman Boyd stated that the tapes should not be edited in anyway. Attorney Wood suggested that the Town purchase the tapes for the copies to be distributed.

Supervisor Meredith stated that he is still waiting for one more insurance quote to come in.

Supervisor Meredith updated the Board on the Murphy Hill storm water project and stated the construction work will start in the spring.

ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Town Clerk
3

