TOWN BOARD MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING

JANUARY 9, 2008

6:30 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt (arrived at 6:50), Supervisor John Meredith, Attorney Frank Wood, Attorney Kevin Young and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Cheryl Boyd

OTHERS PRESENT:
John and Eileen Esposito, Patrick Meredith, Andrew Rutherford, Aaron Kilmer, Carlee Hoyt, Danny Hodges, Kevin O’Brien, Keath Davis, Patty Wood, Richard Kelly, Fred Babcock, Rich Morley, Brian Foster, Rachel Valentine

Supervisor Meredith called the meeting to order. He informed to the Board that due to a 

miscommunication work had begun on the cell tower today. Once he was made aware of the

situation, he had the work stop until after the result of tonights meeting.

Attorney Kevin Young presented the Board with a Notice of Determination of Non-

Significance.  Attorney Young stated that if the Board determines that the tower project has no 

significance to the environment, then a Negative Declaration is adopted and the SEQRA 

stops.

Attorney Young gave a recap of Judge Coccoma’s determination that the Town is the lead

agency in the project.

Upon the presentation of the Notice of Determination of Non-Significance, he thoroughly 

reviewed the document with the Board and afterwards asked if the Board had any 

questions and if they were in agreement that there are no environmental impacts.

Councilman Dolph stated that he acknowledges that from certain areas in the community you 

can notice the whole tower, but we plan to place trees to block the view of the base.

Councilman Armstrong agreed with Councilman Dolph and stated, he has spoke with several 

people that travel into the village and they have difficulty locating the tower. 

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt feels the initial problem was with the aesthetics of the 

tower but feels it has not been that much of an issue and not as much of an eye sore as once 

thought.

RESOLUTION #8
ADOPTION OF NEGATIVE DECLARATION

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to adopt the Negative Declaration

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF WALTON

MAKING A DETERMINATION OF SIGNIFICANCE UNDER SEQRA IN THE

CONSTRUCTION OF A CELL TOWER ON TOWN PROPERTY

WHEREAS, the Town and Village of Walton are among the municipalities located

within the County of Delaware that are subject to frequent flooding events. Due to this fact, the

Delaware County Board of Supervisors previously initiated a program to work with cell

companies to establish cell towers to provide cell communication within the County because

they believe that the emergency response and rescue efforts may be hampered by a lack of cell

tower communication; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Walton ("Town Board"), in response to the Delaware County initiative, has determined that the construction of a 123 foot cell tower on its property within the Village of Walton is necessary to ensure that the Town residents in and

around the Village have access to cellular communication, whether for emergency purposes or

otherwise; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board sought coordinated review of this proposed action pursuant to the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act, 6 NYCRR Part 617; and

WHEREAS, the Town Board, pursuant to 6 NYCRR Part 617, will sought input from

various involved and interested agencies on its designation as lead agency and obtained lead

agency status; and

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS BY THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF WALTON, DELAWARE COUNTY, NEW YORK;

The Town Board hereby adopts the attached Negative Declaration as its determination of

significance for the construction of the freestanding lattice cellular communication tower and

associated utilities and communication equipment to provide residential and emergency cellular communication services. The project is described in the attached Negative Declaration. The rationale for the determination is also attached hereto and incorporated into this resolution.

The Town Board hereby authorizes the Town Supervisor to execute any and all documents for the Town Board as may be necessary to issue the Determination of Non-significance.

WHEREUPON, the Resolution was put to a vote and the following result recorded:

__4____AYES ___0___NAYS ______ABSTAIN 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:05 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams








Town Clerk
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