TOWN BOARD MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING

MARCH 1, 2008

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Gale Sheradin, Steve Hodge, Niles Wilson, Penny Ostrowski, George Ostrowski, Georgiana McCall, Patrick Meredith, Maureen Wacha, Walter Geidel, Hartley Russell, and Hank Dester


Supervisor Meredith opened the meeting stating the reason for the workshop was to review the proposed changes to the Town of Walton Zoning for wind generation. He then asked Gale Sheradin, Chairman of the Town of Walton Planning Board to give a recap on the proposed changes that came from the Planning Board.

Mr. Sheradin stated that the Planning Board started working on the proposed changes when they heard word about wind generation in other counties. Mr. Sheradin felt the town needs real solid rules in place before a formal application is received by an industrial wind applicant.  He stated how the Town Planning Board started working with the County Planning Board 2-3 years prior to presenting to the Town Board.

Mr. Sheradin informed the Board that currently there are no formal applications only a test tower. He then turned the floor back over to the Board.

Councilman Dolph questioned where these rules and regulations come from? Mr. Sheradin responded that the County took them from a couple of other townships as well as consultants.

Councilman Armstrong stated that he did not want to make it so restrictive that no one would want to come here and was also concerned about the road traffic restrictions. He stated we currently don’t control other traffic such as loggers or stone quarries.

Mr. Sheradin stated these trucks will be much heavier then local taxpayers trucks and stated that the local taxpayers should not have to pay for the repairs for these trucks bring the towers.

Councilman Dolph questioned if there was a place in the code for other emergency plans?

Mr. Sheradin stated there is a public concern of fires with these towers and there will need for access.

Councilman Dolph questioned where do we find a knowledgeable appraiser to judge property value changes due to wind generators?

Mr. Sheradin stated that section could be left out. Discussion took place on the impact of the towers in other towns and other items that could affect property values.

Councilman Dolph questioned the section that mentioned broadcasting and flickering. Supervisor Meredith had Mr. Sheradin read an update to that section. Discussion took place amongst the Board on different views. Supervisor Meredith suggested holding another workshop and invite consultants to attend and address these questions and concerns.

Councilwoman Boyd questioned why regulate on signage? 

Mr. Sheradin stated to avoid fences and blades being used as advertising. If there is a real interest in wind energy, then why the advertising? He stated it should be kept to builder identification.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt suggested the Board visit other locations that currently have towers.

Attorney Wood reviewed his recommended changes with the Board that included complaint process, rotational direction, debris, noise testing, ensure towers are operating, and non-compliance of fund/bond for decommissioning.

Mr. Hank Dester informed the Board that he is aware of grants available up to 12 years for green power after that what if the towers become abandoned? He suggested having money placed in escrow to avoid abandonment issues and stated this money could be used to remove abandoned equipment.

Mr. Ostrowski commented that he would hate to see advertisement on the towers along a horizon and would hope that the town would benefit financially from the towers.

Supervisor Meredith suggested meeting again in March and will announce the date during the March 11th meeting.

Mr. Dester stated, “You are going about this the right way, I am personally opposed but it is the way the world is going. I just hope they blend a little.”

Supervisor Meredith reiterated that another meeting will be held and thanked everyone for attending then adjourned the meeting at 7:00 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams








Town Clerk
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