TOWN BOARD MEETING

December 22, 2009

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Patricia Breakey – The Daily Star, Rich Otis – Rally New York, Jim Taggert, Arthur Swenson, Spencer DeVaul and Shelly Johnson-Bennett – Del. Co. Planning, Al Grust, Jennifer Lamoreaux, Cliff Budine, Alan MacGibbon, and Craig Schnider

RESOLUTION#72
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to accept the minutes of December 1, 2009 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Rich Otis of Rally New York approached the Board with a revised request to hold the entire rally event in Walton on Thursday, April 15 through Sunday, April 18, 2010.  He stated, although there was not enough lodging in Walton, the surrounding towns could accommodate the guests.  Mr. Otis stated that Rally New York has contacted the Walton Chamber of Commerce and they have decided to wait on the Town Board’s decision before taking a stand.


Supervisor Dolph stated they could not possibly have the event on Friday with the school buses and “Before I agreed to a Friday event I would have to talk with the school”.  Mr. Otis stated they would work the schedule around the buses.


Supervisor Dolph asked if the previous event location was dropped?  Mr. Otis stated, no!  The Town of Thompson is available and waiting our response.  Supervisor Dolph asked if a site was large enough to accommodate the banquet?  Mr. Otis felt the fire hall would be.


Councilman Armstrong wanted clarification on the Friday event roads.  Mr. Otis stated only one road would be used for three races.


Al Grust – Beers Brook Road resident stated there was no economic benefit from last year’s event and money is much tighter this year and questioned spending tax money to provide police protection and fire department services.  He stated Rally NY “weren’t nice”, did not fix everything and felt many people now suffer from post-traumatic stress disorder.


Arthur Swenson – Freer Hollow Road camp owner stated Mr. Otis was very professional but Mr. Orisek was very rude. He stated after damage was found on his property, Rally New York paid his son $100.00 for the repairs.


Jim Taggart – Dunk Hill Road resident stated the people were “real arrogant” and stole personal signs.  He spoke with local restaurants and they did not see an economic benefit. “If they are so good then why does their own county not have them? He would like a copy of the regulations and felt if the town closes the roads for this they should do it for other groups such as snowmobiles, and 4-wheelers. 


Councilman Govern questioned what type of sign was stolen? Mr. Taggart stated one that was purchased from Mr. Grust that said “Shame on the Walton Town Board”.


Al MacGibbion – Marvin Hollow Road stated, “What I can’t see makes no sense”.  If you want to support something, support the Fair.  “This brings nothing but grief”.


Craig Schnider – Pines Brook Road stated, most people here tonight are the same from last year.  He stated, the Town Board said we would try this and see how it goes.  If everyone on the board were honest they would agree this went south. “Support something local”.  People should not have to do this year after year.


Councilwoman Boyd clarified that the Town Board does not put money toward this event.


Jennifer Lamoreaux – North Street resident stated, “We are using tax payers money to use fire trucks to set up barriers”. Mrs. Lamoreaux stated it is not right to close the roads for these drivers own personal playground.  She stated the money donated to the fire department was not enough and the cars traveled too fast past her house.


Councilman Armstrong stated the Town Board does not have control over the Fire Department; they can refuse to participate on their own.  The use of the fire trucks comes from the Fire Department Board not the Town Board.


Cliff Budine- Beers Brook Road stated the driver’s drove on his front lawn and there are patches where oil spilled that will not grow grass.


Supervisor Dolph closed the open floor time stating that the Board would not be making a decision tonight.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Councilman Armstrong updated the Board on the truck sold through Ebay.  The truck brought $3,262.00 and was picked up today by the purchaser.  The highway committee will compile a surplus list for next month.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that Mr. Larry Miller has resigned as Town Historian and if the new President of the Historical Society were interested an appointment would need to be made.

Reported that 3 tickets for past due dog licenses were issued in October and currently there are 11 past due dogs for the month of November.

Reported that a letter was received from a Walton Central School Government Student requesting that Verizon be added to the cell tower.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reported on mail received.

Reported on a 90-day appeal requirement for those affected by the new FEMA flood maps.  He stated that the residents have 90 days from the second notice posted in the Walton Reporter on December 23, 2009 to appeal.

Reported that there are new New York State Retirement requirements for people in the retirement system to report their hours for three months.  He stated that employees hired between 7/1/09 – 1/1/10 have an option of joining a new Tier 5 retirement plan.

Supervisor Dolph questioned where the Highway Committee was on the Town of Walton road signs.  Superintendent Geidel stated he was told not to worry about it.  Supervisor Dolph stated, we need to complete that.

Reported that he attended the Planning Board meeting and asked them to review our zoning requirements for communication towers and gas drilling.

Supervisor Dolph requested permission to attend the Associations of Towns Training for the newly elected in January.

RESOLUTION #73

SUPERVISOR TRAINING

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd granting Supervisor Dolph permission to attend the Associations of Towns training for January 5-7, 2010.  All in favor, motion carried.

RESOLUTION #74

COUNCILMAN TRAINING

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to Councilman Govern to attend the Associations of Towns training in Rochester, New York for newly elected officials.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Dolph announced that the re-organizational meeting will take place on January 12, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. He asked the Board to think about what committee they would like to serve on and let him know prior to the meeting.

Supervisor Dolph announced that he received two Delaware Opportunities Small Cities Block Grant vouchers for approval.  The first WTRCD06 for $7,330.00 and WTRCD12 for $17,500.00.

RESOLUTION #75

SMALL CITIES BLOCK GRANT VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Armstrong granting Supervisor Dolph permission to sign two approved Small Cities Block Grant vouchers.  All in favor, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:





None reported

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #76

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#307-319
$  4,383.31





General OV B

#22

$  1,000.00





General Hwy DA
#167-173
$11,914.96





OV Hwy DB

#67-70

$  4,124.47

OTHER BUSINESS:

Councilwoman Boyd commented that the reason Rally New York changed was because everyone groused when they went back to Sullivan County.  Now that they offer to come for two days they complain.  “We did hear good things from people and we did hear business’ benefited”.  We are trying to keep things going and looking at ideas that are not permanent and not have too many scars left over.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

RESOLUTION #77

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong to enter into executive session at 6:45 p.m. for contract negotiations with NYC Department of Environmental Protection. All in favor, motion carried.

Back in regular session at 7:25 p.m., with no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:25 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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