TOWN BOARD MEETING

April 7, 2009

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Al & Pat Grust, Bob Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Cliff Budine, John & Eileen Esposito – T J E Productions, Jim Haggerty, Gale Neale – DCSWCD, Spencer DeVaul – Delaware County Planning, Michael Jastremski – Delaware County Planning
ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt

RESOLUTION #22
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to accept the minutes of March 10, 2009 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Gale Neale of Delaware County Soil and Water and Michael Jastremski of Delaware County Planning Department presented the Board with a West Branch Delaware River Stream Corridor Management Plan.  Mr. Jastremski stated the goals of the plan are to safeguard the health and prosperity of people living in the West Branch watershed, engage watershed communities in steam management, conserve and enhance stream corridor health, and provide a framework for addressing stream management issues and projects.  Mr. Jastremski laid out the timeline for review and adoption and the process of moving forward with the plan.  The Board set a Public Hearing for May 12, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. 

Eileen Esposito thanked Walt Geidel and the Board for the replacement of an “Icy Pavement Zone” sign on Bobs Brook Road.  She informed the Board that Walton Subway had graciously donated the cookies for tonight’s meeting.

Cliff Budine of 144 Beers Brook Road approached the Board with pictures of damage of his lawn he stated was due to the RallyNY race.  Mr. Budine questioned, what should I do?  Supervisor Meredith requested the pictures and asked Mr. Budine to contact RallyNY for the matter to be taken care of.

Al Grust approached the Board stating the race started on time and ended early but did not see a car with a green light.  Mr. Grust stated he felt the use of the Walton Fire Districts equipment for the race was a waste of taxpayer’s money.  He stated he called the DEC and the DEP to report an oil-spill from a racecar and believes this will contaminate the local water supplies. Mr. Grust went on to state, “According to the Smithsonian, 5 quartz of oil contaminates 1 million gallons of water.” 

Mr. Grust asked the Board who would pay for the water to be tested?  Supervisor Meredith stated that will be the homeowner’s responsibility and the testing can be done in Delhi or Oneonta.  

Mr. Grust stated he would do everything in his power to make sure the three who are up for re-election do not get back into office.  Councilman Armstrong stated that was fine but would like to make one point. “Where were your letters about tax dollars when the fire department and ambulances attend the snowmobile races, football games, and parades?  It does not matter what the Board did with this project, you would not be happy.” Supervisor Meredith stated he would have Rich Otis contact Mr. Grust with insurance information for the water testing.  Councilwoman Boyd stated, “The group has worked so hard for this town to bring things together, we are in the best shape of any town I know after repeated floods and all the damage that has happen.  We have a great working relationship with businesses in town and with each other.  There is nothing in this for us besides making sure the town runs well. If you look and listen to some of the other governing bodies this is a really great place and to think that because of one event that you are not happy with, and I understand that, there is stuff that I don’t agree with but I choose to ignore it or get over it and move on, but to think for this one thing you feel this Board should be disbanded is amazing to me.”  Mr. Grust stated what is amazing is that the Board chose to ignore the hundred signatures that signed the petitions.  Councilwoman Boyd stated; we serve over 5,000 people.

Councilwoman Boyd was excused from the meeting at 6:30 p.m.

Jim Haggerty approached the Board stating he agreed with Mr. Grust and requested evidence of how well the businesses did during the event.  Mr. Haggerty pointed out that he felt there maybe a legal issue and believes the landowners own to the middle of the road and the landowner provides an easement to the town.  Supervisor Meredith stated he is not aware of any easements and believes the NYS Highway Law stated the Town follows the 3-rod width. 

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that the 1650 FEMA event is close to balancing as well as the 1670. 

Reported that the ice storm back in December has been declared and has submitted paperwork. Requested information on mitigation funds that would be used for work such as an undersized sluice pipe.

Requested permission to attend the 2009 Highway School

RESOLUTION # 23

PERMISSION TO ATTEND HIGHWAY SCHOOL 

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph granting Superintendent Geidel permission to attend the 2009 Highway School.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board about the CWC project grants.  With three grants in the amounts of $170,000, $64,000, and $110.000 with a respectful match of $25,500, $10,000, and $16,500.  Our own highway crew could do most of the match work.  Supervisor Meredith stated that Attorney Wood had one question on a vender report form.  Supervisor Meredith stated this was a form for projects of $100,000 to be filed out by the vendor to make sure you are a legitimate vendor.  Supervisor Meredith asked the Board if they would like to move forward with these contracts now so not to lose these rates?  The Board was in agreement.  The grants would be for work on Oxbow Hollow, Bob Gould Road, and Walton Mountain Road.

RESOLUTION #24

APPROVAL OF CWC GRANTS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to me to sign with the three CWC grants for work on Oxbow Hollow, Bob Gould Road and Walton Mountain Road.  All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Armstrong made a recommendation on behalf of the Highway Committee to move Mike Merwin from the position of MEO to HEO effective next pay period.

RESOLUTION #25
CHANGE IN HIGHWAY POSITION FOR MIKE MERWIN
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph granting permission for Mike Merwin to upgrade from the position of MEO to HEO effective at the next pay period.

Superintendent Geidel requested permission to use the FEMA funds for work that has been put off due to flood work and would like to complete it.   Councilman Armstrong suggested holding off until the complete Board was present.

The Highway Committee requested to redo the excavator bids due to confusion and vagueness on the horsepower requirements and will change the specs to better meet the towns needs.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that I will be done collecting taxes here at the Town Hall on April 30, 2009 and thus far are 84% collected.

Reported that 9 tickets have been issued for the month of February for unlicensed dogs and 27 reminder letters have been sent for the month of March.

Requested permission to attend a Tax Collectors and NYALGRO conference as a commuter in June.  

RESOLUTION #26

APPROVAL TO ATTEND CONFERENCES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph granting permission for the Town Clerk to attend two conferences for Tax Collectors and NYALGRO.  All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reported on March Financial Reports

Reported that the City of New York has filed a Notice of Determination of Nonsufficant for the purposed expansion of boating on the Cannonsville Reservoir.  There will be two entry points in Walton, one at Beers Brook that will measure 129’ x 134’ and hold 14 cars and trailers. The other will be located at Fish Brook of 100’ x 133’ that will hold 11 cars and trailers.  He reported that there are also 6 locations in the Town of Tompkins.

Reported that the Village of Walton sent a FOIL request for revenues received from Suez Energy over 3 years ago.  He stated this revenue of $27,841 was put into the General Fund. He is currently waiting for a letter from the Suez stating it was their error and upon verification of the total will need permission to turn this money over to the Village of Walton.

RESOLUTION #27

SUEZ ENERGY REVENUE TO VILLAGE OF WALTON

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph granting Supervisor Meredith permission to refund revenue received from Suez Energy to the Village of Walton after documentation is received and reconciliation is finished.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that he has received notice that the State DOT has committed $2 million dollars for the replacement of the bridge next to Kraft.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph reported that he received a Governmental Insurance Disclosure Statement from Mang Insurance stating he did not receive fees or commissions for his handling of the towns insurance with Mang.

Councilman Armstrong requested DB voucher #5 be pulled from the vouchers for payment until further information could be obtained.  Supervisor Meredith made the adjustment.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #28

APPROVAL OF BILLS
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Meredith approving the vouchers as presented after request of DB voucher #5 withdrawal by Councilman Armstrong.  All in favor, motion carried.


General Fund A
#62-101
$9,703.33


OV Fund B

#3

$125.67


General Hwy. DA
#39-53

$7488.62


OV Hwy. DB

#4, 6-7

$21,371.23


EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Supervisor Meredith requested to enter into executive session for discussion of contract negotiations with the City of New York.

RESOLUTION #29

ENTER INTO EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to enter into executive session at 7:10 p.m. for contract negotiations with the City of New York.

Back in regular session at 7:22 p.m.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:22 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,





Ronda Williams







Town Clerk
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