PUBLIC HEARING

May 12, 2009

6:00 P.M.

Supervisor Meredith opened the Public Hearing for those wishing to speak in favor or against the adoption of the West Branch Delaware River Stream Corridor Management Plan.

No one chose to speak during the Public Hearing and with no questions from the Board; the Public Hearing was closed at 6:02 P.M.

TOWN BOARD MEETING

May 12, 2009

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams
ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Cheryl Boyd

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Stephen Pikul – AFLAC, Cliff Nier – AFLAC, Jeanne Lavell, Gale Neale – Soil and Water Conservation, Michael Jastremski – Delaware County Planning Department, and Gil Williams

RESOLUTION # 30
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the minutes of April 7, 2009 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:


Stephen Pikul and Cliff Nier of AFLAC Insurance approached the Board with a packet of additional benefits available to town employees.  The additional benefits include disability income protector, personal accident indemnity plan, and personal cancer indemnity plan.


Mr. Nier requested the Board to adopt a resolution stating the town agrees to turn over all money collected from town employees for AFLAC Insurance plans to AFLAC Insurance.  Mr. Nier requested to meet with the highway personnel to discuss the insurance plans personally instead of just providing a brochure.  The Board was in agreement to allow this meeting.

ADOPTING A FLEXIBLE BENEFITS PLAN

WHEREAS, the Town Of Walton wishes to adopt a cafeteria plan within the context of Section 125 of the Internal Revenue Code for the benefit of the employer’s eligible employees.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Walton hereby adopts the Flexible Benefits Plan (consisting of the flexible benefits plan document, the Adoption Agreement, and component benefit plans and policies) for the Town of Walton’s eligible employees effective immediately.

RESOLVED FURTHER, that any officer of the employer may, without a further resolution, execute the Adoption Agreement and any related documents or amendments which may be necessary or appropriate to adopt the plan or maintain its compliance with applicable federal, state, and local law.

RESOLUTION #31
AFLAC FLEXIBLE BENEFITS PLAN

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to adopt a flexible benefits plan with Aflac Insurance.  All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported he will meet with a representative from SEMO to review the paperwork on the declared Ice Storm Disaster.

Reported that the highway crew is currently working on clearing ditches and sluice pipes along Town roads.

Reported that he is currently storing sand from the gavel bank for the winter.

Reported that there is vegetative debris within the streams and stated to the Board that if funding becomes available this should be addressed.

Councilman Dolph congratulated Superintendent Geidel and myself on the work well done in achieving the funds necessary to accomplish the road repairs.

Reported that currently we are waiting on reimbursement of $246,486.02 from FEMA for the June 2006 Flood.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that tax collection is complete for this year and $420,538.15 has been returned to the County Treasurer for collection on the town’s behalf.  I collected 89% of the total tax levy.

Reported that 7 tickets for failure to renew dog licenses for the month of March have been issued and 25 reminder letters for the month of April have been mailed.

Presented a list of obsolete records to the Board that has met the records retention requirements for their approval of disposal.

RESOLUTION #32

APPROVAL OF DISPOSAL OF RECORDS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to dispose of records that have met the records retention disposition schedule.  All in favor, motion carried.

Requested permission to change my conference request from a daily commute to a one-night stay and to withdrawal the June 8th conference request.  Supervisor Meredith stated a new resolution was not necessary; the original one covered the expense greater than one hundred dollars.

Reported that I received a letter from the Board of Election stating the new voting machines will be used for the November election.  Councilman Dolph asked if a demonstration would be giving to the voters prior to the election?  I stated I was not aware of such an event.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported he received information that the DEP will be obtaining 80 acres on Freer Hollow Spur and this will be turned over to the Planning Board for review.

Reported that he has come across a newspaper article about a Town Supervisor stating there has been no damage to the town’s roads from gas drilling trucks.  He will provide a copy of this article to the Board.

Reported that on the day he sent a letter to the DEC requesting permission for the town to manage the swimming and picnic areas of Bear Spring Mountain they announced the hiking trials and parking areas would remain open.

Presented the financial reports.

Supervisor Meredith asked the Board if they had any question on the adoption of the West Branch Delaware River Stream Corridor Management Plan or the Memorandum of Understanding for the Implementation of the West Branch Delaware River Stream Corridor Management Plan?  With no questions from the Board, Councilman Dolph made a motion to move the resolutions.

TITLE: ADOPTION OF THE WEST BRANCH 

DELAWARE RIVER STREAM CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN


WHEREAS, The Delaware County Soil and Water Conservation District (DCSWCD) and New York City Department of Environmental Protection (NYCDEP) have worked closely with a local Project Advisory Committee, the Town of Walton and other watershed stakeholders to develop the West Branch Delaware River (WBDR) Stream Corridor Management Plan (SCMP) which takes a science based, long term management approach to the streams in the basin; and


WHEREAS, The Delaware County Board of Supervisors declared lead agency for the adoption of both plans and coordinated the environmental review with the other involved agencies, towns, and villages as a Type 1 action under 6 NYCRR Part 617 of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA); and

WHEREAS, Delaware County Board of Supervisors issued a negative declaration under SEQRA for the adoption of the WBDR SCMP, Resolution No. 206, on October 22nd, 2008; and


WHEREAS, the Delaware County Board of Supervisors have adopted the WBDR SCMP by Resolution No. 207, on October 22nd, 2008; and  


WHEREAS, The WBDR SCMP addresses water quality and economic vitality issues as defined by local communities and regional experts; and


WHEREAS, The Town of Walton has adopted and supports the goals of the Delaware County Action Plan for water resource protection; and


WHEREAS, The Town of Walton has adopted and supports the goals of the Delaware County All-Hazards Mitigation Plan; and


WHEREAS, The DCSWCD and the Town of Walton recognize that the WBDR and its tributaries are a key element of the identity of the Cannonsville Reservoir watershed; and   


WHEREAS, The DCSWCD and the Town of Walton have worked cooperatively on stream management issues relevant to both public and private interests; and 

WHEREAS, The DCSWCD and the Town of Walton desire to work cooperatively to implement the WBDR SCMP for the common benefit of both parties, protection of the natural resources and the interests of the broader watershed stakeholders; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED The Town of Walton recognizes, and adopts the West Branch Delaware River Stream Corridor Management Plan as a guidance document that can assist the Town and its landowners with addressing long term management of the West Branch watershed in a manner that is consistent with the protection of public and private property, the protection of natural resources, goals and strategies for water quality protection, and economic opportunities as defined in the plan, and in a way that will provide the Town of Walton, its landowners and visitors with multiple benefits.  

Memorandum of Understanding
for the
Implementation of the West Branch Delaware River
Stream Corridor Management Plan

This is an agreement between the following parties; 

Party 1 
Town of Walton (the Town) 
129 North Street 

Walton, NY 13856 

Party 2 
Delaware County Soil & Water Conservation District (DCSWCD) 
44 West Street, Suite 1 

Walton, NY 13856 

Whereas, The Town has adopted by resolution the WBDR Stream Corridor Management Plan (SCMP); and 

Whereas, The WBDR SCMP is consistent with the attached Statement of Stream Stewardship Principles with which the Town, DCSWCD and Delaware Basin Project Advisory Committee agree; and 

Whereas, The DCSWCD and the Town desire to work cooperatively to implement the WBDR SCMP for the common benefit of both parties, protection of the natural resources and the interests of the broader watershed stakeholders; now 

Therefore, the Town and DCSWCD agree as follows, 

1. Funding 
This agreement is neither a fiscal nor a funds obligation document. The DCSWCD and Town mutually agree that execution of this MOU in no way obligates either party to fund, or automatically support activities that may be set forth in the MOU. 

2. Purpose: 
This agreement outlines the roles and responsibilities of both the DCSWCD and the Town for the purpose of implementing the WBDR SCMP and their recommendations, the Streamside Assistance Program, and/or projects funded by the Catskill Watershed Corporation Stream Corridor Protection Program. The parties agree that the implementation of this MOU will have mutual benefits. 

3. Responsibilities of the DCSWCD 
The DCSWCD, within the limitations of its funding and staffing resources, shall provide the Town, its residents, and other stakeholders, with technical, administrative, and project management assistance to carry out the goals and objectives of the WBDR SCMP. This assistance shall include, but is not limited to the following: 

a. Convening and administering the Project Advisory Committee and its subcommittees which will guide the overall implementation of the Stream Management Plan and its recommendations. 

b. Provide a copy of the most recent version of the WBDR & EBDR SCMPs to appropriate Town and/or County officials, to include the Town and County Highway Departments. 

c. Distribute the WBDR SCMP and Action Plan to the Delaware County Planning Department for distribution to planning and zoning boards, and code enforcement officers, where applicable, as a guide to implement the recommendations of the plan and access technical information available in the plan and available assistance through the DCSWCD. 

d. Attend meetings at the request of the Town, as time permits. 

e. Provide, within the limitations of available resources, DCSWCD technical staff and/or consultants to assist the Town, its landowners or other applicable stakeholders, with issues related to stream management. Examples of such assistance may include, but are not limited to; 

 

Providing training and/or assistance to the Town’s highway department on matters related to bridge design, culvert replacement, streambank erosion and repair, stormwater management, critical area vegetation, stream crossings, emergency flood response and other issues related to natural resources and the Town’s highway system. 

 

Provide training and/or technical assistance to the Town’s Planning Board, in coordination with the County Planning Board and Planning Department, for matters related to; stream management, stormwater management, floodplain management and other issues related to natural resources that may be applicable to projects presented to the planning board for review and approval. 

 

Provide training, guidance and technical support, in coordination with the Delaware County Planning, Public Works and Emergency Services Departments, and the NYC DEP, for flood preparation, response and recovery plans and activities. 

 

Streamside Assistance Program 
Provide assistance through the newly organized Streamside Assistance Program to the Town’s landowners. 

 

Catskill Watershed Corporation Stream Corridor Protection Program 
Provide assistance to municipalities regarding project feasibility and conceptual design assistance. 

 

Assist the Town with securing regulatory permits for projects of mutual interest to the Town and DSCWCD. 

 

Assist the Town with developing / amending strategies, ordinances, and plans as may be appropriate to address issues related to stormwater management, stream management, wetland impacts, etc. 

 

Assist the Town and its stakeholders with identifying, securing, and managing funds from multiple sources as may be appropriate to further the implementation of the WBDR SCMP. 

4. Responsibilities of the Town 
The Town, within its limitations and authority, agrees to work cooperatively with the DCSWCD, its various programs, and other agencies and stakeholders that may be involved with the implementation of the WBDR SCMP. The Town’s responsibilities shall include, but not be limited to: 

a. Adopt and agree to implement the WBDR SCMP. 

b. Appoint a primary and secondary point of contact as their representatives to the Project Advisory Committee, identifying individuals that will effectively represent the varied interests of the Town and its stakeholders. 

c. Utilize the WBDR SCMP as a guidance document for Town activities as they relate to the WBDR SCMP and its associated natural resources. 

d. Work cooperatively with the DCSWCD to identify, secure and manage funds from multiple sources as may be appropriate to meet the objectives set forth in the Action Plan and SCMP recommendations. 

5. Term 
The term of this MOU shall be in effect for a period for five (5) years, coinciding with the DCSWCD contract with the New York City Department of Environmental Protection, effective September 1, 2008. The agreement is renewable in five (5) year increments by resolution and written notification by each party prior to the expiration of the agreement. 

6. Amendments 
Amendments will be enacted upon consensus between the two parties to the proposed changes in writing. 

7. Termination 
This agreement can be terminated by either party, for any reason whatsoever, upon thirty (30) days written notice by the party seeking termination to the other party. 

8. Limitations of Authority 
Neither the DCSWCD nor the Town shall have any authority to enter into contracts in the name of the other, or to bind or obligate the other to any contractor, subcontractor or other third party, for any sum of money, or in any other way. 

Signed:____________________________ Date: __________ 

Richard A. Weidenbach, Executive Director 

Delaware County Soil & Water Conservation District 

Signed:______________________________ Date: __________ 

John Meredith, Supervisor 

Town of Walton 

RESOLUTION #33

ADOPTION OF THE WEST BRANCH 

DELAWARE RIVER STREAM CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN AND THE MOU FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE WEST BRANCH DELAWARE RIVER STREAM CORRIDOR MANAGEMENT PLAN

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong approving the adoption of the West Branch Delaware River Stream Corridor Management Plan and to enter into a Memorandum of Understanding with Delaware County Soil and Water Conservation District for the Implementation of the West Branch Delaware River Stream Corridor Management Plan.  All in favor, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Armstrong upon the recommendation of the Highway Committee made a recommendation to move funds from the H account to the Highway account in the amount of $500,000.00.  Councilman Armstrong stated these funds would be used toward roadwork for this year.

Supervisor Meredith requested Superintendent Geidel to give a recap of the work that will be performed with these funds.  Superintendent Geidel stated that approximately 25 miles of road have not had the yearly maintenance due to the flood and this work will bring them back to the condition they should be.  Supervisor Meredith requested that Superintendent Geidel keep the Board informed of the work completed and the money spent.  Councilman Armstrong stated; it’s because of Walt and Ronda’s work with FEMA that the money is available and we can do the work we need to do.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #34

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong approving the vouchers as presented for payment.  All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#102-119
$6,620.63

General Hwy. DA
#54-65

$5,247.56

OV Hwy. DB

#8 – 17
$17,157.02

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith reported that Suez Energy, the Town of Walton, and the Village of Walton all reconciled and a check has been turned over to the Village of Walton for $27,841.68.  Supervisor Meredith stated that after this reconciliation an additional check as been received by the Town of Walton of which would be returned to Suez Energy.

Gil Williams asked Supervisor Meredith if he had additional information on the STAR program.  Supervisor Meredith stated he had not.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Town Clerk
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