TOWN BOARD MEETING

Organizational Meeting

January 12, 2010

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern

OTHERS PRESENT:
Jim Taggart, Stub Ploutz, Craig Schneider, Rich Otis – Rally New York, Ivan Orisek – Rally New York, Alan MacGibbon, Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that he is still working on the close-out of the tunnel project with officials with hopes of completion soon.

Reported the removal of vegetative debris went well this past year and has started a list of targeted areas for this year and would like to see about funding of the project.

Reported that South River Road has all the proper permits and waiting to hear from SEMO and FEMA.

Reported he is waiting for the sign-off from the Planning Department on the MacGibbon mine. 

Requested approval for the agreement for expenditure of highway moneys of $481,250.00 on 98.62 miles.

RESOLUTION # 1
AGREEMENT FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF HIGHWAY MONEYS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to approve the Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys as present.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Dolph questioned if stumps were removed during the vegetative debris removal.  Superintendent Geidel stated it depends on the location and guidelines of the DEC.

Superintendent Geidel reappointed Ronald Fletcher to the position of General Highway Foreman. 


Supervisor Dolph requested that the Board review the organizational resolutions. He stated #14 would be removed as Attorney Wood was appointed last year to a two–year appointment.

1. Town Board Meetings—Second Tuesday of each month at 6:00pm at the 
 
Walton Town Board Room, 129 North St. Walton, NY 

2. Official Radio Station—WDLA
3. Official Newspaper—The Walton Reporter
4. Official Library—William B. Ogden Free Library
5. Official Depository—National Bank of Delaware County
6. Planning Board Chairman—Gale Sheridan
7. ZBA Chairman—Donald O’Connell
8. Zoning Board Reappointment— Milt Brock, term 1/1/10---12/31/14
9. Reappointment to Planning Board— Gale Sheridan 1/1/10---12/31/14
10. Town Health Officer — Dr. Michael Freeman
11. Law Enforcement Officer—Delaware County Sheriff Thomas Mills
12. Records Management Officer (RMO)—Ronda Williams, Town Clerk

13. Code Enforcement Officer (CEO)—Mark Jacobs

14. The Walton Town Supervisor is authorized to pay—prior to audit—utilities, postage, payroll expenses, pension related expenses, health insurance, interest and principal on town debt, and insurance policies.

15. Dog Control Officer –Walt Geidel

16. Mileage Reimbursement— per Federal IRS business rate  

17. The Walton Town Highway Superintendent is authorized to advertise bids as it is necessary on all highway supplies—other than those required by the Town of Walton’s Procurement Policy—and that they bring those bids before the Town Board for review.

18. The Walton Town Highway Superintendent is authorized to trade services and/or equipment with other municipalities, school districts, and fire districts as needed.

19. Approval of Salaries—per Salary Schedule listed in the 2010 Town Budget

20. The Town Board delegates the authority of delegating duties for all Deputy Town Clerks to the Town Clerk, with the exception of a vacancy in the office of Town Clerk.


RESOLUTION #2-21
ADOPTION OF ORGANIZATIONAL RESOLUTIONS 

#2-21

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd accepting the organizational resolutions 2-21 as presented. Vote – Yea, Rodriguez-Betancourt, Boyd, Armstrong, Dolph, Nay – 0, Absent – Govern. Motion carried.

Supervisor Dolph presented the following appointments:





1. Deputy Town Supervisor – Kevin Armstrong





2. Town Board Committees-

-Public Works


Armstrong & Boyd
      
-Finance & Insurance

Boyd & Govern
      
-Legal & Ordinance

Govern & Rodriguez
      
-Land Use & Village 

Rodriguez & Govern
            
       Liaison
      
-Personnel


Boyd & Rodriguez
      
-Union Negotiations

Armstrong & Dolph
      
-Building & Grounds

Boyd & Armstrong
      
-Technology


Armstrong & Govern
      
-Emergency Disaster

Boyd & Rodriguez
      
-Historical


Boyd & Armstrong


FLOOR TIME:



Supervisor Dolph set the ground rules for floor time and started the session with Rally New York.


Ivan Orisek approached the Board stating that he has surveyed lodging and what rooms are available in the area and found 235 rooms available for the event.


With approval of the Board the entire Rally New York event would be held in Walton.  The summary schedule of the event will take place as;



Thursday, April 15, 2010 – Walton registration


Friday, April 16, 2010 – Morning event in Walton for preview of roads. Afternoon in Monticello for racing at Concord Resort.


Saturday, April 17, 2010 – Racing in Walton with ceremonial finish at the Delaware County Fairgrounds and finish party in evening.


Sunday, April 18, 2010 – Awards Ceremony in Walton

Mr. Orisek stated they have public relations that advertise on the radio, press releases and publize nationally, locally and worldwide, which would maximize economic benefit.

Mr. Orisek stated the road closure request would be three 2-hour periods during the race day.

Rally New York has decided to exclude Beers Brook Road from the race schedule.  Mr. Orisek stated the desired roads would be Houck Mountain, Dunk Hill, Dunk Hill Spur, Freer Hollow, and Palmer Hill Road.

Mr. Orisek informed the Board that Rally New York has changed the way they will do accident reporting. If there is a mishap they will take action.  This year they will have the drivers report personal property damage right after that race and will include a form in the landowners informational packet to report property damage.

Stub Ploutz of Hamden who owns the Octagon Motor Lodge stated he stands to receive an income of $3,000 - $5,000 if the event is held.  He would like to see the race take place and feels positive about it. Mr. Ploutz stated he felt that Hamden residents might even like to see the racing in their area.

Jim Taggert of Walton question where the money will be spent?  “They will rent some rooms and some not in Walton”.  Mr. Taggert felt it causes aggravation for the Walton taxpayers while the others line their pockets.

Alan MacGibbon of Walton reminded the Board of the electric outage accident and stated he is against the race.  He questioned where are the people that are for the race? Mr. MacGibbon stated he questioned other town supervisors as to what they thought and was told as long as it’s in your town.

Craig Schneider of Walton stated he understood Mr. Ploutz’s point but the bottom line is the inconvenience of the taxpayers and does not believe anyone on the board has a race on their road and questioned why no one was listening.

Mr. Orisek stated that there has been an economic benefit study in Sullivan County and pointed out that 100’s of people have to sleep and eat somewhere and these visitors generate future income as well by revisiting the area.  With the whole rally coming to Walton for 2010; should now bring more income to Walton and the surrounding area.  Mr. Orisek informed the Board that Rally New York had paid for the repair of the damage to the guide wire that Mr. MacGibbon was referring to.

Mr. Otis stated that the money received by Mr. Ploutz would in turn be spent locally and continues the economic benefit.

Mr. Taggart questioned the sweeping of Dunk Hill Road and cold patched the road prior to the race last year and why did Sullivan County let them go.  Mr. Otis stated they have never asked the town to sweep roads and they still hold a race in Sullivan County.

Supervisor Dolph stated John Gibbons – Belvedere Country Inn, Jim Thompson – IDA, The Delaware County Chamber of Commerce, Family Dollar, and Danny’s Restaurant all spoke in favor of the event.  He stated that the local chamber has offered no opinion.  Supervisor Dolph stated that Delaware County stands to receive sales tax from the hotel rooms from the event.

Supervisor Dolph requested that if the race was held, utility and emergency personnel should have immediate access to the roads and would like a copy of any damage reports.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt suggested depositing chips by the rally visitors at every place visited in Walton and the surrounding area to help see the economic benefit.

Stub Ploutz stated if the drivers stay at his facility, he would provide the Board with a report.

Councilman Armstrong clarified that the roads are swept as a yearly maintenance and if Walt lags behind complaints come in because of the dust from the winter sand left on the road.  He stated that he realizes it’s not on his road and would be upset if he could not travel to town and not one local business person has come before the Board in favor of the race and stated he could not be in favor of it this year.

Councilwoman Boyd stated she believes everyone knows where she stands on the situation.  She was glad the most contentious road was dropped.  She stated, “There are very few reasons to come to Walton so we need to keep trying.” She stated that outside the meeting business owners are in favor but it is a shame if you have a business you don’t have an opinion for fear of the consequences.

Mr. Orisek stated, “We can not force people to stay in certain places but if we base it in Delaware County they will stay and eat in Delaware County, it only makes sense.”

Mr. Ploutz stated, “We need to push tourism for Delaware County. We have beautiful views and need to push the tourism.”

RESOLUTION #22
REQUEST FOR ROAD CLOSURE FOR RALLY NEW YORK


A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd granting permission to close Houck Mountain Road from Walton to the Tompkins town line to Beers Brook, Dunk Hill Road from Route 22 to Dunk Hill Spur Road, Dunk Hill Spur Road from Dunk Hill Road to Freer Hollow Road, Freer Hollow Road from Dunk Hill Spur Road to Palmer Hill Road, and Palmer Hill Road from Freer Hollow Road to Walton/Franklin town line. Each road would be closed three times for two hours each period on April 17, 2010. Vote: Yea – Rodriguez-Betancourt, Boyd, and Dolph. Nay – Armstrong. Absent – Govern. Motion carried.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that 1 ticket was issued for November for past due dog license and 25 reminder letters sent for December.

Reported that Ag & Markets is looking to do away with their dog license database and in doing so will force the municipalities to maintain a database and monthly renewals.  I informed the Board because of our current software, we are in good shape to take this responsibility over and in doing so the town would keep all the revenue.

Requested permission to attend the New York State Town Clerks Conference on April 25-28.

RESOLUTION #23

TOWN CLERK CONFERENCE REQUEST

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd granting the Town Clerk permission to attend the New York State Town Clerks Conference in Saratoga New York on April 25-28, 2010.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that Sam Swart has been granted permission from the Unified Court System to continue to solemnize marriages.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Dan Hitt, a Walton business owner, stated he reviewed minutes and has not found were the Town of Walton has discussed the gas drilling issues.  He asked the Board to become the leader and start developing guidelines for these gas-drilling companies.  He suggested enforcing a bond to protect our roads from the trucks. 

Supervisor Dolph stated there have been talks and he has instructed the Planning Board to look into it.  Mr. Hitt stated, NYC owns the right to the water not the right to the minerals.

Councilwoman Boyd stated there have been presentations and the same with the wind generation the Board will review this carefully.

Mr. Hitt stated he was pro gas-drilling.

Supervisor Dolph informed the Board that the CPA is reviewing the 2009 books.

Reported that he has received a contract from the Delaware County Planning Service for $3,500.00.

RESOLUTION #24
DELAWARE COUNTY PLANNING SERVICE CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting Supervisor Dolph to enter into a contract with the Delaware County Planning Department for services for $3,500.00.  All in favor, motion carried.

Requested permission to sign Delaware Opportunities Small Cities Block Grants for WTRCD-04 $24,950.00, WTRCD-07 $19,535.00, and WTRCD-09 $15,800.00.

RESOLUTION #25
DELAWARE OPPORTUNITIES SMALL CITIES BLOCK GRANTS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting Supervisor Dolph permission to sign the Small Cities Block Grant applications for WTRCD-04 $24,950.00, WTRCD-07 $19,535.00, and WTRCD-09 $15,800.00. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Dolph suggested to the Board to nominate a committee for a Conflict of Interest Board.  Councilwoman Boyd stated the Town already has this in effect.

Supervisor Dolph informed the Board that anyone in the NYS Retirement System that is elected or appointed must now keep a 90-day record of their time and activities.  This record will need to be submitted to the Town Clerk.

Presented the financial reports to the Board.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Armstrong reported that he and Walt Geidel have met with Delaware County Public Works Wayne Reynolds about the Budine Road bridge project.

Councilman Armstrong reported that the Highway Committee has determined two items need to be declared surplus; 1991 – 1-ton Chevy truck and the 1993 dog control truck.

RESOLUTION #26

SURPLUS ITEMS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving to declare the 1991 – 1 ton Chevy truck and the 1993 dog control truck surplus.  All in favor, motion carried.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





2009


General Fund A
#  320 - 328
$    2,649.69

General OV B

# 23

$       778.85

General Highway DA
# 174 - 182
$  20,669.61

OV Highway DB
# 71

$      344.06

                      


2010

General Fund A
# 1 – 15
$ 5,515.35

General OV B

# 1 – 2

$ 3,540.00





Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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