TOWN BOARD MEETING

January 4, 2011

Organizational Meeting

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Leland “Stub” Ploutz, Carol Peterson, James Haggerty, Bill Willis, Brett Cowen – Attorney Frank Wood’s Office, Patricia Breakey – The Daily Star, Clifton Budine, Samuel Swart, Andy Rutherford – Village of Walton Trustee, David & Rhonda Stanton, Al Grust

3. Organizational Resolutions

1. Town Board Meetings—Second Tuesday of each month at 6:00pm at the 
 
Walton Town Board Room, 129 North St. Walton, NY 

2. Official Radio Station—WDLA
3. Official Newspaper—The Walton Reporter
4. Official Library—William B. Ogden Free Library
5. Official Depository—National Bank of Delaware County
6. Planning Board Chairman—Gale Sheridan
7. ZBA Chairman—Donald O’Connell
8. Zoning Board of Appeals Reappointment— John Litz   1/01/2011—12/31/2015
9. Reappointment to Planning Board— Georgiana McCall  01/01/2011---12/31/2015
10. Town Health Officer — Dr. Michael Freeman
11. Law Enforcement Officer—Delaware County Sheriff Thomas Mills
12. Records Management Officer (RMO)—Ronda Williams, Town Clerk

13. Code Enforcement Officer (CEO)—Mark Jacobs

14. Town Attorney—Francis Wood  01/01/2011-12/31/2012

15. The Walton Town Supervisor is authorized to pay—prior to audit—utilities, postage, payroll expenses, pension related expenses, health insurance, interest and principal on town debt, and insurance policies.

16. Dog Control Officer –Steve Dutcher

17. Mileage Reimbursement— per Federal IRS business rate  

18. The Walton Town Highway Superintendent is authorized to advertise bids as it is necessary on all highway supplies—other than those required by the Town of Walton’s Procurement Policy—and that they bring those bids before the Town Board for review.

19. The Walton Town Highway Superintendent is authorized to trade services and/or equipment with other municipalities, school districts, and fire districts as needed.

20. Approval of Salaries—per Salary Schedule listed in the 2011 Town Budget

21. The Town Board delegates the authority of delegating duties for all Deputy Town Clerks to the Town Clerk, with the exception of a vacancy in the office of Town Clerk.

22. Walton Court Clerk – Kristin Beers ---01/01/2011---12/31/2011

RESOLUTION #1
ADOPTION OF ORGANIZATIONAL RESOLUTIONS 

#1-22


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt accepting the organizational resolutions 1-22 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Prior to Supervisor Dolph opening floor time, he read 5 letters that he had received on the Road Rally Race.


The first letter was from Dunk Hill resident Deborah Hunt stating her displeasure of another race on Dunk Hill Road.


The second letter was from Dunk Hill residents Carolyn Choate and Selinda Taggart who stated their concerns for the residents of Dunk Hill and reminded the Board of a petition signed by the majority of Dunk Hill residents in opposition to the race.


The third letter was from former owners of the Penguin Ice Cream & Chop Shop, Dan and Valerie Hitt.  They stated they have sold the business but expressed they are in favor of the race and remind resident that it may be an inconvenience for some but think of the positive effects on our community as a whole.


The fourth letter was from Glenn Nealis of the Delaware County Department of Economic Development.  Mr. Nealis stated he had been working with Ivan Orisek since 2001.  Mr. Nealis stated the Road Rally would not save Walton but in combination with other similar events they play an important role in supporting businesses and the community.


The fifth letter was from Mary Beth Silano, Executive Director of the Delaware Count Chamber of Commerce.  Ms. Silano stated from a tourism aspect, the Road Rally, if run properly could be an economic plus to the Town of Walton but a few issues need to be addressed.


Ivan Orisek, President of Rally NY took the floor to inform the Board of a date modification.  He would like to propose to change the rally date from April 1st and April 2nd to March 25th and March 26th, 2011.  Mr. Orisek also stated that due to all the opposition from the Dunk Hill residents, he would discontinue that road for the rally and continues with Dunk Hill Spur, Freer Hollow, Palmer Hill Road, Beers Brook Road, Houck Mountain and would consider East River Road, Colchester Mountain to the town line and South River Road.


Mr. Orisek stated he would like to seek additional help this year from the Walton Fire Police with closing roads and the Walton Highway Department with barriers and cones.


Jim Haggerty of Beers Brook Road stated the reason why there was no opposition from the Beers Brook residents is because they thought due to the opposition last-year, they were off the list and was not aware they were back on.  Mr. Haggerty wanted to clarify to the Board that many Beers Brook residents have giving their life to public service in the town. “We are not just sitting back and being inconvenience, we are making these arguments in good faith and asking you to receive them in good faith.”  Mr. Haggerty stated he felt this is a safety issue and questioned, “Is this worth doing?” 


Stub Ploutz, owner of Octagon Farms stated he was in favor of the race and it brings something to the area after the winter.  He reminded the opposers of the race that this is just for one day and felt it was good for the community but agreed it needed to be changed around by not using the same roads.


Al Grust of Beers Brook stated, “It was not that the residents didn’t resist, we didn’t know it was going to happen again on our road.”  Mr. Grust stated the Board was elected for the safety of the residents and this is why we have the Highway Department – for our safety.  The Code Officer, the Zoning Board, the Dog Control Officer are all for our safety.  Racing on populated roads where cars could hit houses counters every reason you folks are sitting there.


Jim Budine of Beers Brook road stated he is a US citizen and pays his taxes. “I have the right to come and go as I please, keep off of Beers Brook.”


Bill Willis who is a resident of MacGibbon Hollow and works for Delaware County Economic Development commended the Board for taking steps to try and do something for Walton.  Mr. Willis stated anything new; people complain and spend so much energy to go against things.  He suggested having the race on his road.


David Stanton owner of Stanton Towing and Recovery stated he is concerned about businesses leaving and was in favor of the race.


Dorie Buttel owner of the Walton Motel stated it was nice to have a push at the end of the winter last year.  The racers were very nice and respectful. “I am in favor of the race.”


Carol Peterson of Beers Brook stated she was against the race. She stated she pays her taxes and should not be held hostage in her own home.  Mrs. Peterson stated that she was concerned of the 140 mph speeds that the cars would be doing on her road.  Mrs. Peterson stated the residents of Beers Brook did not have a good experience and would support something, but not this.


Supervisor Dolph allowed Mr. Orisek to respond to some of the concerns and then floor time was closed.


Supervisor Dolph stated in his opinion Rally NY does as much as possible to insure safety but there is risk with everything.  “We have a society that like to sue.”  “I feel this is a benefit to the community but agree we need to switch roads.”


Councilwoman Boyd suggested allowing more time for the Board to discuss the date change and to purpose alternate roads. “That doesn’t mean it’s not going to come back to your road, it probably will.”


Mr. Orisek stated he has been looking at Walton’s roads since 2000.  The other suitable roads for the Rally would be: South River Road, East River Road, Pines Brook, Left Pines Brook, Chipmunk Hollow, and Marvin Hollow Road.


The Board tabled the issue until the January 11, 2011 meeting.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:





No report

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the Dog Control Officers monthly report has been received and will be filed in my office for those wishing to view it.

Reported that I have the paperwork for the Associations of Town Conference in February for those wishing to attend.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





No Report

APPOINTMENTS:



Appointments by Supervisor
  

1. Deputy Town Supervisor—Kevin Armstrong
  

2. Town Historian—Walton Historical Society

  

3. Town Board Committees—
      


-Public Works


Armstrong & Boyd
      


-Finance & Insurance

Boyd & Govern
      


-Legal & Ordinance

Govern & Rodriguez
      


-Land Use & Village 

Rodriguez & Govern
            


        Liaison
      


-Personnel


Boyd & Rodriguez
      


-Union Negotiations

Armstrong & Dolph
      


-Building & Grounds

Boyd & Armstrong
      


-Technology


Armstrong & Govern
      


-Emergency Disaster

Boyd & Rodriguez
      


-Historical


Boyd & Armstrong 



Appointments by Highway Superintendent



1. Deputy Highway Foreman – Ronald Fletcher



Appointments by Town Clerk



1. Deputy Town Clerks – Gladys Jacques and Rose Finch

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Discussion took place on the purchase of a Federal Surplus loader.  The Highway Committee will look into it and report later.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:





No vouchers


OTHER BUSINESS:

Dog Control Officer Stephen Dutcher requested to use the Town of Walton Dog Control truck for his Village of Walton Code Officer position.

The Board discussed the matter and decided to purpose a contract with the Village of Walton for reimbursement of mileage until June 30, 2011 and then revisit the contract at that time for necessary adjustments.

RESOLUTION #2
SHARED SERVICE OF DOG CONTROL TRUCK WITH THE VILLAGE OF WALTON


A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Govern to enter into an agreement with the Village of Walton allowing the Village Code Officer to use the Town of Walton’s Dog Control Officer truck and the Town of Walton to be reimbursed mileage at the Federal IRS business rate until June 30, 2011 at which time the Board will revisit the agreement.  All in favor, motion carried.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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