TOWN BOARD MEETING

OCTOBER 11, 2011
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Leonard Govern, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt (arrived at 6:50 p.m.), Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Cheryl Boyd
OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Kathy Berman, Chuck Berman, Lillian Browne
RESOLUTION #77
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Armstrong approving the minutes of September 13, 2011 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.
FLOOR TIME:
Kathy Berman approached the Board requesting more information on the vegetative debris clean up. She stated it was good to clean up the environment and agreed with the Town’s position in doing so.  She asked how the bid proposals would be paid for.  Supervisor Dolph stated that some have been reimbursed by FEMA and other times they have been paid with town funds.

Mrs. Berman stated the people in the town and village of Walton need to be aware of why the river only crested at 14’ instead of 16’; in which she believes are the efforts of cleaning the streams.

Supervisor Dolph stated the Town of Walton has been cleaning streams since the flood of 2006.  “Walt and the highway crew have done a nice job in finding target areas.”


Mrs. Berman asks for suggestions on how to get the word out so people know what the Town is doing.  Superintendent Geidel stated it has been in the newspaper and the Town Clerk has placed it in her monthly ad as well.  Superintendent Geidel stated streams do not really fall under the highway department but no one else is stepping up to take care of them. “If you follow the DEC rules you can get a permit”.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that he submitted a bid for a 1990 Ford Ranger pickup truck on Federal Surplus for $300.00.  The highway committee was in agreement with the purchase.  He stated he is still trying to obtain a grader.

Reported that Delaware Bulldozing will start work on the Fish Hollow culvert Wednesday or Thursday of this week.  The project will cost a little more due to the agreed changes with the DEC.
Reported that bids have been received for the two auction items placed on Federal Surplus and approval is needed to accept the bids.


Ford F550

$10,300.00


Trailer with welder
$395.00

RESOLUTION #78

APPROVAL TO ACCEPT BIDS FOR SURPLUS ITEMS
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Govern approving the bids received for the Ford F550 for $10,300.00 and $395.00 for the trailer with attached welder.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that an invoice will be coming from Tweedie Construction in the amount of $8,800.00 for the Left Pines Brook Plunge Pool; reimbursement will come from the CWC Grant.

Reported that FEMA was here today to go over the April 26, 2011 Rain Event (#1993).  He submitted PW’s in the amount of $52,000.00.
Reported that after speaking with the FEMA representative, he has a good feeling about PW’s written for the 4020 & 4031 events and anticipates reimbursement.  This includes all 7 stream projects that have gone out to bid and due to open on October 21, 2011.

Superintendent Geidel requested to purchase 125 tons of stone this year.  The Board was not in agreement at this time and suggested waiting until next budget year.

Reported that a “Full Service Safety” inspection was performed by OSHA at the Highway Garage.  Three safety items were found and corrected.  Superintendent Geidel pointed out that in the report it was stated that the work site was found to be well maintained and in good condition and employee training is provided regularly and excellent records are maintained.
Reported that 5 bids have been received for the Vegetative Debris.  At this time Supervisor Dolph asked to speak to Attorney Wood in private.  Moments later they returned and Supervisor Dolph asked Superintendent Geidel to continue.


Tweedie Construction

$17,250.00


L. Robinson Excavation
$11,338.00


David Stanton


$123,000.00


Jeff McNee


$24,950.00


Ben Reynolds Construction
$35,200.00

Councilman Armstrong stated we need to stay on top of the removal.  The Highway Committee is in agreement to award the bid to the low bidder.
RESOLUTION #79

2011 VEGETATIVE DEBRIS BID
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Govern to award the 2011 Vegetative Debris Bid to L. Robinson Excavation in the amount of $11,338.00.  All in favor, motion carried.

Superintendent Geidel suggested holding a special meeting or allowing the Supervisor to approve the low bidder on the Stream Work Projects that are scheduled to open on October 21, 2011.

RESOLUTION #80

APPROVAL FOR SUPERVISOR TO AWARD BID
A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to Supervisor Dolph to award the Stream Work Projects bid to the responsible low bidder upon the October 21, 2011 bid opening.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that the contractual line item in the DB fund is over spent but anticipates FEMA reimbursement to cover the majority of this overage.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that United Health Care has requested the use of the Board Room on October 21, 2011 from the hour of 3:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Approval was granted.

Reported that the Dog Control Officer received a “Satisfactory” report upon his last inspection.

Reported that the building project is complete and commented on how much warmer the clerk’s office work area is and the new doors make the building more secure.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that a Wireless Capital Partner company is soliciting to purchase the cell tower lease.  The Board was not in favor of this.  Supervisor Dolph stated he is looking into utilizing our tower for wireless and more communication options.
Reported on Financial Reports

Supervisor Dolph stated a Public Hearing needs to be scheduled for the Preliminary Budget.  The Board agreed on November 8th at 6:00 p.m. with the regular meeting to immediately follow.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Armstrong asked if anyone has additional changes to the Employee Handbook.  He stated that Superintendent Geidel requested the call in time to be changed from 30 minutes to 1 hour.  Supervisor Dolph requested the standard 8 hours per employee be changed. Councilman Govern stated changing it to a generic “per the Town’s Standard Work Day Policy”.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION # 81

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by, seconded by approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#213-230
$22,027.84


General OV B

#12

$27,000.00




General Hwy DA
#100-116
$26,718.00




OV Hwy DB

#40-46

$47,266.61
OTHER BUSINESS:

Councilman Govern requested a follow up on the Host Committee agreement.

Supervisor Dolph stated the Union has decided to meet after the first of the years.

Supervisor Dolph corrected a statement he made during the budget workshop; raises were given to non-union employees last years.
Supervisor Dolph stated a budget workshop will be held immediately after the Board Meeting.





Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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