TOWN BOARD MEETING

November 8, 2011
Public Hearing

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern
OTHERS PRESENT:
R.A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Steve Dutcher – DCO, Vabina Meyers, and Patty Wood
Supervisor Dolph opened the Public Hearing for any persons wishing to speak in favor or against the Preliminary 2012 Town of Walton Budget.

Vabina Meyers stated she felt it was a good budget and thanked the Board.  Ms. Meyers questioned the 2% raise provided during these economic times.  Supervisor Dolph stated this was discussed by the Board and will be addressed after the Public Hearing.  Ms. Myers questioned what was included in the contractual lines and asked for a breakdown in the Justice salaries.

RESOLUTION #82

CLOSING OF PUBLIC HEARING

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to close the public hearing.  All in favor, motion carried.

TOWN BOARD MEETING

November 8, 2011

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern (arrived at 6:40), Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
R.A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Steve Dutcher – DCO, Vabina Meyers, and Patty Wood

RESOLUTION #83
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the October 8, 2011 minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried.


FLOOR TIME:
Not requested
SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that Fish Hollow Road is now complete and PW’s have been written with FEMA for approximately $80,000.

Reported that the money from the sale of 2 surplus equipment has been received.
Reported that PW’s for the 1993 event have been signed and resubmitted. He is still waiting for the Pack/Pal Team on the other events.

Reported that the renting of the Hydro-seeder has generated revenue that needs to be held in an account for future maintenance on the equipment.  Discussion took place on opening a reserve account for this purpose.

RESOLUTION #84
HYDRO-SEEDER MAINTAINENCE RESERVE ACCOUNT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to open a Highway Reserve Account for the purpose of creating a separate account for revenue received from the rental of the Hydro-seeder equipment.  This account will be used for the sole purpose of future maintenance of said equipment.  All in favor, motion carried.


Reported that the calculation of seed for the hydro-seeder fell short, but informed the Board that more grant money is available.

Supervisor Dolph stated that a letter was received from the DEC thanking the Town of Walton Board for working with their agency and coming to an agreement on the Fish Hollow project.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the cell tower company, Crown Castle, has offered direct deposit for landowner rent payments.  The Board was in favor of participating.

RESOLUTION #85

CROWN CASTLE DIRECT DEPOSIT
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to participate in the landowner rent payments being direct deposited into the Town of Walton’s account.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that the 2012 Walton Fire District budget has been received and will be available for inspection in my office.

Reported that the Dog Control Officers monthly report is available for those wishing to review it.

Reported that a Catskill Region Leadership Institute will be offering a one day informational meeting at Belleayre Mountain Ski Center on December 9, 2011.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Dolph asked the Board if they had any questions or comments on the 2012 Budget.  Councilman Armstrong stated it was in agreement last year that the salaries of Town Clerk, Court Clerk, and Highway Superintendent be increased over a two year time frame and did not feel a 2% raise should be provided across the board at this time; he made a motion to rescind the 2% increases in the Preliminary Budget.  The Board members were in agreement with this.
RESOLUTION #86 
RESCIND 2% PROPOSED PAY INCREASE FROM 2012 PRELIMINARY BUDGET 
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to rescind all proposed 2% pay increases as stated in the Preliminary Budget; excluding the Town Clerk, Court Clerk, and Highway Superintendents salaries. Vote: Yea – Boyd, Armstrong, Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Supervisor Dolph. Nay – O. Motion Carried.
At this time Councilman Govern arrived and Supervisor Dolph explained the last resolution.  Councilman Govern stated he was in agreement.
RESOLUTION #87

TOWN OF WALTON 2012 BUDGET
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd to move from the Preliminary Budget and adopt as the 2012 Town of Walton Budget with the salary corrections as stated in Resolution #86.  Vote: Yea Boyd, Armstrong, Rodriguez-Betancourt, Govern, and Supervisor Dolph Nay – O. Motion Carried.
PREVENT FUTURE FLOODING – NEED COPY
RESOLUTION #88
PROPOSAL TO ALLOCATE PORTIONS OF THE NEW YORK CITY LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM FUNDS FOR FLOOD MITIGATION WATERSHED AFFAIRS

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Boyd to adopt the Proposal to Allocate Portions of the NYC Land Acquisition Program funds for Flood Mitigation Watershed Affairs. Vote: Yea Boyd, Armstrong, Govern, Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Dolph. Nay – 0, Motion Carried.

TITLE: PROPOSAL TO ALLOCATE PORTIONS OF THE NEW YORK CITY LAND ACQUISITION PROGRAM FUNDS FOR FLOOD MITIGATION 

WATERSHED AFFAIRS


WHEREAS, New York City Watershed Communities have experienced devastating floods of record in 1996, 2006 and again in 2011 in addition to severe localized flooding in 2004, 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009 and 2010; and


WHEREAS, it is official State policy that climate change is a reality and is no longer subject to debate; and  


WHEREAS, due to changing weather patterns,  New York City Watershed Communities are experiencing significant, frequent and intense storms that result in severe flooding; and 


WHEREAS, assuming the current pattern is due to climate change, Delaware County anticipates that the significant, frequent and intense storms will worsen over time as climate change continues; and 


WHEREAS, the flood events of 1996, 2006 and 2011 delivered record levels of pollutant loading including nutrients, sediment, microorganisms, raw sewage, organic and inorganic chemicals from agriculture, homes and businesses along with debris such as fuel tanks, lumber, homes, businesses, automobiles and livestock to the New York City Reservoirs West of the Hudson; and   


WHEREAS, many municipalities and property owners in the watershed have suffered catastrophic damage to property from these flood events reducing individual, business and community financial viability and severely impacting the long-term sustainability of the Watershed Region; and 


WHEREAS, the significant, frequent and intense storms and their associated flooding and pollutant loading (if they continue into the future) pose a far more significant threat to the City’s Filtration Avoidance Determination than the threat posed by the regulated activities of the  existing humans living within the West of Hudson Watershed; and 


WHEREAS, upon information and belief, the pollutant loading from flood events far exceeds any long-term pollutant load reduction derived from the land acquisition program as currently administered; and


WHEREAS, as currently administered, the land acquisition program provides, little, if any, flood mitigation benefits; and


WHEREAS, many of the communities within the NYC Watershed remain in a state of emergency. Many of the major streams and water courses are filled with debris, sediment and trees along large reaches. If those materials are not removed and the stream bed/banks are not restored, the debris will block culverts and block stream channels causing the streams to again jump their non-existent banks; and


WHEREAS, FEMA provides funds to local municipalities (reimbursement) to repair and clear municipal property; there are very little funds, if any, to clear stream beds and steam banks along private property, and


WHEREAS, FEMA provides funds to local municipalities to repair and clear municipal property, flood plain regulation required by FEMA preclude and/or restrict property owners whose property damage exceeds 51% of its value to rebuild within the flood plain; and


WHEREAS, local municipalities with severe damage from the flood are concerned that many of the property owners with severe damage will abandon their property due to an inability to rebuild; an inability to afford to rebuild; due to a fear of the next flood and/or due to an inability to obtain financing to rebuild; and


WHEREAS, the local communities would like to allow these property owners to rebuild within the community outside of the floodplain but those property owners need funding, critical infrastructure (water, sewer, electric, telephone, road) and land suitable for development in the vicinity of their existing home and hamlet all at a price that they can afford to finance; and 


WHEREAS, in order to prevent NYC from having to expend billions of dollars for filtration, NYC should invest in projects to mitigate and avoid the catastrophic impact from future floods and intense storm events. Such measures include clearing the streams of debris and gravel banks where feasible and practical; and to construct structures (where possible and practical) to slow and mitigate the impact from intense storm events; work with watershed communities to ensure affordable housing for its residents outside of floodplains; and


WHEREAS, the Town of Walton, as a watershed partner and a municipal government responsible for the welfare of its residents, wants to pursue flood mitigation throughout the county and wants to partner with NYC on these projects along with other resources; and 


WHEREAS, there is a sentiment growing among the residents of the watershed that the status quo is no longer sustainable; the flood/storm damage has been too great; the risk of another flood too real; the cost to local residents to build a new home unaffordable; and the funding (including the local cost share) to protect the value of the NYC water supply allocated to controls has little, or no, measurable benefit; and  


WHEREAS, the residents of the Town of Walton and the NYC Watershed do not understand why they are required to spend tens of thousands of dollars to address the sediment loading in storm water from a building lot in watersheds scarce in impervious surfaces and new development while little is done to prevent or reduce the potential harm to existing structures and land from significant, frequent and intense storms; and


WHEREAS, the residents of the Town of Walton and the NYC Watershed do not understand why USEPA and NYSDOH require NYC to spend hundreds of millions of dollars to buy potentially developable land outside the floodplain in communities that have had either  stagnant or decreasing populations for over 150 years while, at the same time, not requiring any funds to be spent to prevent the existing hamlets from being severely damaged and carried away downstream to the reservoirs; and


WHEREAS, Governor Andrew Cuomo has come to the Watershed communities (and other communities impacted by the flood) on several occasions in recent weeks (more than any other Governor in recent memory) and he has promised his and the State’s support in the rebuilding of our communities—not only to restore -- but to make them better than before the recent flood and we thank him for his pledge of support; and 


NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Town of Walton Board  requests that the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation, New York State Department of Health, the USEPA and New York City revisit the Water Supply Permit and recommend that funding from the Land Acquisition Program be allocated to support flood mitigation that will reduce the long-term risk from pollutant loading caused by major flood events; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the pilot Riparian Buffer Program be specifically tailored for flood mitigation efforts thereby enhancing its effectiveness in reducing pollutant loading caused by flood events, retaining local community character and local sustainability; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Walton respectfully request that  USEPA, NYSDEC and NYSDOH acknowledge that no amount of land acquisition (not even the acquisition of 105,000 acres over the next 15 years) is going to have a measurable impact on water quality unless flood mitigation  is given the highest funding priority and measures are implemented to protect the communities and land from future flood events and intense storms; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution be sent to Governor Andrew Cuomo, Kevin McCabe, Senator Kristin Gillibrand,  Senator  Charles Schumer, Congressman Hinchey, Congressman Gibson, NYS Attorney General Eric Schneiderman, NYS DEC Commissioner Joe Martens, NYSDOH Commissioner Nirav R. Shah, NYC Mayor Bloomberg, NYC DEP Commissioner Carter Strickland, NY State Senator Majority Leader Senator Dean Skelos, NYS Assembly Speaker Sheldon Silver, EPA Region 2 Director Judith A. Enck, NYS  Senator John Bonacic, New York State Assemblyman Clifford Crouch, New York State Assemblyman Peter Lopez, Wayne Speenburgh Chair, Greene County Legislature, Harold Vroman Chair, Schoharie County Board of Supervisors, Jonathan Rouls, Chair, Sullivan County Legislature, Frederick J. Wadnola, Chair, Ulster County Legislature, Watershed County Executives and Managers, Watershed Town Supervisors and Village Mayors, Dennis Lucas of CWT, CWC Board of Directors, James E. Tierney Assistant Commissioner for Water Resources, Thomas Snow DEC NYC Watershed Coordinator, Pamela Young Acting Chief, NYC Watershed Section, Alan Rosa Executive Director of CWC, the Catskill Center for Conservation and Development, Natural Resource Defense Council, River Keeper, Nature Conservancy, NYPIRG, Open Space Institute, William  Harding, Executive Director, Watershed Protection and Partnership Council, Gene Kelly, Region 4 Director, NYSDEC, and William Janeway, Region 3 Director, NYSDEC and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  

Supervisor Dolph informed the Board that the Town of Walton is looking for someone to redo and maintain the Town’s web page.

Reviewed various pieces of mail.

Informed the Board that the bank statements did not arrive therefore he did not have his financial reports.

Informed the Board that the DEC has requested that the Town of Walton support them in an Enhanced Land Trust Program (ELTP).  Supervisor Dolph explained that this agreement would allow the DEP to work with land trust organizations to acquire a limited number of large parcels containing habitable residential structures who would then subdivide the residence and sell the balance to the DEP.  Supervisor Dolph stated he was not in favor of this.

Councilwoman Boyd requested time to read the agreement and suggested holding off until next month’s meeting.  The Board agreed.
Supervisor Dolph informed the Board that the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce has published a Snowmobiling Trails map of Delaware County.  The maps are available throughout the community.

Informed the Board that the Public Hearing on the County Budget will be on November 22, 2011 at 12:00 p.m.
Informed the Board on a notice from Time Warner Cable stating there will be an increase on the Basic and Standard services effective December 1, 2011.

Informed that Board that BAR member Thurston VanLoan’s term has expired on 9/31/11 and he wishes to reappoint him at this time.

RESOLUTION #89

APPOINTMENT OF BAR MEMBER

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to appoint Thurston VanLoan to the Board of Assessment Review for the term 10/01/11 – 9/31/16.  All in favor, motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:





Nothing reported
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #90

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#231-249
$8,723.84


General OV B

#13

$23.45




General Hwy DA
#117-128
$27,661.77




OV Hwy DB

#47-57

$58,557.99
With no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk

5

