TOWN BOARD MEETING

MAY 10, 2011

PUBLIC HEARING
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Kevin Armstrong
OTHERS PRESENT:
Judy and John Kipp, Judy Lutkowski, John Wagner, John & Eileen Esposito – T J E Productions, David Buteau, Tom Austin, Kristin Janke Schneider, Shelly Johnson, Lynn Allen, Joan Bronson, Dan Hitt, Nancy Rockwell, Brett Cowen – Attorney Wood’s Office, John Henderson, Vicky Klukkert – The Walton Reporter, Bruce Henderson, Donald Dunbar, Jeff McNee, Alan MacGibbon, George Egan, Jacob Harby, Joe Harby, Richard Robinson, Theron Howland, Arthur Munn, Dean Frazier, and Kevin Young
Supervisor Dolph opened the Public Hearing and turned the floor over to Dean Frazier from Watershed Affairs.  Mr. Frazier explained the purpose of the Public Hearing was to limit the Cities ability to purchase property in a designated area that the Town of Walton identified as potential developable property.

Attorney Kevin Young hired by Delaware County to represent the Towns within the Watershed in negotiations against the NYC Department of Environmental Protection (DEP); proceeded to explain the purpose for the hamlet designation areas. 

Mr. Young explained the history leading up to today’s events starting with the 1997 MOA.  He explained that since the City could no longer use eminent domain to acquire land, the Land 
Acquisition program was developed.  In this program, the City was given over 300 million dollars to spend over the course of 10-years to purchase land.  This land purchased was to stop development for the purpose of water quality.  
Mr. Young stated, “If you don’t have developable land, then you don’t have a community. Hamlet Designation provides the community to build for the future.”  He stated that towns were given the opportunity to exclude parcels from being purchased by the City; allowing for development to take place.  When the city purchases land, nothing can ever again be developed on that parcel.
Mr. Young stated the Town Board may designate parcels and then allow or disallow the city to purchase land in this designated area.  

At this time, Supervisor Dolph opened the meeting for questions from the public.

Judy Kipp of East River Road questioned if individual parcels could be withdrawn from the designated areas?  Mr. Young stated, yes, the Board has that decision to make by June 22, 2011.

Judy Lutkowski of Johnson Hill Road questioned if she had not receive a letter, does that mean she is not within the designated area?  Dean Frazier stated that was correct.

Jeff McNee of State Highway 10 stated he would like to opt out of the designated area. 
Judy Kipp of East River Road stated she would like to opt out of the designated area and commented there are no new businesses coming.  Councilman Govern stated this designation is not just for business but for second homeowners and the ability to sub-divide property.
David Buteau questioned why the need for a designated area if you get the taxes either way?  Supervisor Dolph explained when property is purchased by the City it is taxed on the current amounts and they would be able to challenge their assessments after 30 years.
Donald Dunbar – property owner on East River Road stated he is currently looking into an easement program and would like his upper parcel eliminated from the designation.

Alan MacGibbon – of Liberty Street stated the Board should not tell him who he can sell his property to and would like to opt out of the designation for his property on Marvin Hollow Road.  Councilwoman Boyd responded that the Board has a painful decision to make and stated she agrees with Mr. MacGibbon; we are not there yet and still trying to get this to work.

George Egan of East River Road stated he was under the impression that when the city purchases a property their taxes do not go up and questioned if this was true?  Mr. Young stated; if the tax rate goes up then their tax amount will increase as well.

Dan Hitt of East Brook Road questioned if gas wells will be allowed?  Mr. Frazier stated that is not on the table.  Mr. Young stated the city will never have a well on their property but that does not limit you as an individual.

John Henderson of East Brook Road agreed with Mr. MacGibbon and does not what to be told who he can or can’t sell his property to.

Councilman Govern asked Attorney Young if there is a possibility that the City could deed the property to New York State?  Mr. Young stated the city can deed their property to the State and the State would be required to pay town and school taxes but not county tax.  Mr. Young also stated watershed areas are under different gas well regulations after receiving pressure from New York City.  He stated anyone applying for a permit will need to conduct their own environmental impact statement which has made it almost impossible to get approval now. 
With no further public comments, the public hearing was closed at 6:50 p.m.
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RESOLUTION # 33
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd approving the minutes of April 19, 2011 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that the material for the cold storage building has been delivered and work should start soon.

Reported that CWC Storm Water Projects designs have been submitted and waiting for approval.

Reported that he will be requesting bids for the hydro-seeder and material.

Reported that the Town Highway Department has received a 1998 Ford F150 truck for $950.00 and a 1998 CAT D7 dozer for $3500.00 from the Federal Surplus.
Reported that a recent rain event maybe declared a storm event in which we suffered approximately $30,000.00 in damages.

Reported that June 17, 2011 there will be a briefing for additional Stream Management Grants. He requested if anyone knows of areas that need to be addressed to please let him know.

Reported that he will hire three summer employees this year.

FLOOR TIME:
Thomas Austin, Superintendent of Walton Central School provided an overview of the schools proposed budget that will take place on May 17, 2011.
Superintendent Austin touched on four items that the public will vote on this year.

1) Two Board of Education Member positions

2) $19,071,720.00 Annual Budget with a tax levy increase of 1.90%

3) Vehicle Replacement on two vehicles not to exceed $67,326.00 in which money will be borrowed over a five year period and the school will receive .75 cents on the dollar in State Aid on this purchase over a five year period.

4) The Public Library request of $101,789.00, an increase of $4,847.00 from last year.

Mr. Austin stated that one additional item that is included in the proposed budget but not a separate proposition will be the replacement of the school boilers.

Sally Cranston from the William B. Ogden Free Library approached the Board stating that the library serves an average of 4,000 citizens per year, with over 50,000 visits per year.   Ms. Cranston stated over 15,000 books have been lent out and the computers have been used 5,664 times throughout the year.
Councilman Govern questioned Ms. Cranston on the 4% increase this year and a 5% increase last year stating he felt that was a lot and it concerns him.  Ms. Cranston stated the HVAC system had to be replaced and the Library is still trying to recover from the flood.
Supervisor Dolph felt the percentage is very misleading and stated he appreciates what the Library does for the community

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the Dog Control Officers monthly report and mileage sheet along with the Walton Historical Society’s anticipated 2011 Expense report is available in my office.
Reported that I have completed tax collection for 2011; and will be returning 293 unpaid tax bills totaling $508,344.11 to the Delaware County Treasurer for collection.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that Elections of Officers for the Coalition of Watershed Towns will take place and requested input from the Board.

Reported that he received a letter from Reality Check requesting support from the Walton Town Board in changing the rating of motion pictures to “R” if they contain smoking. No action was taken.
Reported that the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce has a grant available under the Delaware County Stream Management Program and asks for the Towns support in the efforts to enhance the recreation along the West Branch from Stamford to Walton as well as stream corridor needs throughout the town.
AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT APPLICATION TO THE DELAWARE BASIN STREAM MANAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION GRANT PROGRAM FOR FUNDING OF STREAM PROJECTS.

WHEREAS, the Town of Walton has adopted the West Branch Stream Management Plan; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Walton has identified projects to address stream corridor needs throughout the town; and 

WHEREAS, the NYCDEP has made funding available for the Delaware Basin Stream Management Plan Implementation Grants Program for Delaware County municipalities that have adopted the West Branch Stream Management Plan; and
WHEREAS, the Town of Walton has made preliminary round applications to the Stream Management Plan Implementation Grants program for specific projects to address stream stewardship needs; and

WHEREAS, preliminary round applications for the Rt. 206 Bridge Culverts design, Upper/Lower, and Water Street Floodplain reclamation, and Channel Construction design submitted to the Stream management Plan Implementation Grants by the Town of Walton were qualified for funding; and

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Walton Town Board approves the application to the Stream Management Plan Implementation Grants to complete these important projects.

RESOLUTION # 34
AGREEMENT TO SUPPORT APPLICATION TO THE DELAWARE BASIN STREAM MANAGEMENT IMPLEMENTATION GRANT PROGRAM FOR FUNDING OF STREAM PROJECTS
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd accepting the Agreement to Support Application to the Delaware Basin Stream Management Implementation Grant Program for Funding of Stream Projects.  All in favor, motion carried.




Reported on various mail received.

Reported that it will be necessary to hold a special meeting for the purpose of acting on the proposed Union Contract and any other business that comes before the Board.  A date of May 17, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. has been set.

Supervisor Dolph reported that he turned over a Management Agreement from JNS Towers, LLC to Attorney Wood for review.  Attorney Wood explained that JNS Towers and Crown Communication, LLC have entered into an agreement for the assignment of certain assets of JNS, including without limitation, a Master Management Agreement between JNS and The Town of Walton.  
Attorney Wood explained that Crown Communication is based in Pittsburgh, PA and is the largest cell tower developer in the United States and recommends the Board execute the Management Agreement Confirmation.

RESOLUTION #35

MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT CONFIRMATION
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission for Supervisor Dolph to execute and sign the Management Agreement Confirmation stating the Town of Walton is in agreement with the assignment of the Master Management Agreement to Crown Communication, LLC.  All in favor, motion carried.
Attorney Wood stated he has reviewed the Time Warner Cable Franchise Renewal but a Public Hearing will need to be held prior to taking action required by the NYS Public Service Commission.   
RESOLUTION #36
PUBLIC HEARING FOR TIME WARNER CABLE FRANCHISE RENEWAL 

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Govern to set a Public Hearing on June 14, 2011 at 6:00 p.m, for the purpose of anyone wishing to speak in favor or against the Time Warner Cable Franchise Renewal with the Town of Walton.  All in favor, motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:





None
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #37

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by, seconded by approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#91-107

$45,641.00


General OV B

#4


$      574.75




General Hwy DA
#39-50


$32,053.94




OV Hwy DB

#9-12


$66,815.64
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:30 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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