TOWN BOARD MEETING

SEPTEMBER 13, 2011
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Burt Beardslee, Judy Beardslee, Jen Stanton, Rhonda Stanton, Ivan Orisek, 
RESOLUTION #72
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Govern approving the minutes of August 9, 2011 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.


Prior to opening the floor, Supervisor Dolph thanked everyone that helped during the past weeks disasters especially the Fire Department, EMS, and Emergency Services.
FLOOR TIME:
Jennifer Stanton approached the Board with a petition of 72 signatures of those in favor of the rally race.

Mark Lindsay asked the Board for their assistance in protecting the trailer park on State Route 10 near Suburban Energy.  Mr. Lindsay states that the stream has eroded the protective berm and the gravel has built up under the bridge so bad that a person could not walk under now.


Superintendent Geidel stated he will record the information and will go and look at the site.  


Supervisor Dolph stated they will look into it and see if they the Town will be able to do something.


Superintendent Geidel requested residents to contact him or the Board with similar damage or potential problem areas and he will start a list.


Judy Beardslee – Colchester Mountain Road approached the Board stating she and the rest of the residents on Colchester Mountain do not want the race.  She requested that the Board take into consideration the signature of individuals that don’t live on the proposed race roads from the previous petition submitted by Jennifer Stanton.
SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported on South River Road stating he spoke to SEMO and a check for $135,441.00 should be arriving soon.

Reported that a plow is needed for the new truck that was purchased in February in which he has received two quotes.  

Truxx Outfitters
$4,689.00 installed


Chenango Truck
$5,290.00 installed


Hydraulic Installation


Force America

$3,806.85


Chenango Truck
$4,000.00 

Wayne’s Welding
$9,500.00

Discussion took place over the better option for the purchase and installation of a plow. The Board was in agreement to purchase the plow and have the hydraulics installed by the same company instead of purchasing parts and having the Town mechanic install the hydraulics.

RESOLUTION #73

PURCHASE OF PLOW AND HYDRAULICS
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the purchase of a snow plow and installation of hydraulics on the new Dodge truck from Chenango Truck in the amount of $9,290.00. All in favor, motion carried.
Reported that the CAT Loader received from the Federal Surplus program needs minor repairs to the exhaust and hydraulic lines.  He has also put in for a fork lift after FEMA stated they will waive the service fees, he will keep the Board informed.

Reported that an agreement has been made on the replacement of the Fish Hollow culvert.  He stated that an arch pipe will be used instead of a 10’ diameter pipe.  The pipe has been ordered and will have an increase cost of approximately $4,000.

Reported that the surplused dozer payment has been received in the amount of $13,300.00.

Explained to the Board the recent declared events and the dollar amounts incurred.


DR-1993 Hurricane Irene $40,000


DR-4020 8/28/2011 Rain Event $30,000


EM-3341 Tropical Storm Lee $30,000

He stated that additional damage occurred to Fish Hollow during DR-1993 that he will try and include with the FEMA application.
Requested the Board consider budgeting money for continued stream maintenance to remove debris and trees from the mentioned storms.

Reported that South River Road received damage again from these events that have been repaired the best they could.
Reported that a couple of budget lines are over spent but that money will be coming from the H account as approved by the Board.

Reported that OSHA has completed a friendly inspection and the following issues were found and corrected.  Exit sign in the cold storage building, crack in a welding helmet, and broken conduit on the outside pole.

Reported that the Town may receive material from the Davis property reclaiming as long as it meets the requirements in the contract with Robinson Brothers.

Filed the annual inventory report with the Town Clerk.

Expects to receive $60,000 reimbursement for the hydro seeder.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that a Use of Facility was received from Melissa Grossmann to use the Board Room as a New Visions classroom for the 2011-12 school year.  The Board was in agreement to grant this request.
Reported that the DCO monthly report will be on file in my office for those wishing to view it.  
Reported that we participated in the 125th Fair Parade and where presented with a hanging glass emblem that will be displayed in the Board Room.

Requested that the Board and audience turn off all cellphones during the Board meetings.  I played back a tape showing the problem these devices are causing on the tape recordings and the inability to hear the recorded meeting properly.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that the Hamden Hill Ridge Riders will hold a snowmobile race on the Tymeson pond on Dunk Hill Road, September 17 & 18th 2011.

Reported that notification came from FEMA stating that resident only have 60-days to file a claim and suggest having their furnace checked out now if they were exposed to flood waters during the last couple of events. Supervisor Dolph also stated that business owners may be entitled to emergency unemployment if their business was damaged.

Reported on three sex offenders that have been relocated to Walton.

Read a letter from a resident who has made suggestions on how to bring business to the area.

Read several emails on the Road Rally event.


Mang Ins. – In favor of the event.


Dorrie Buttel – In favor of the event.

Deb Hunt – Opposed to the event


Chris Voorhies – In favor of the event.


Delaware County Times Article in favor of the event.

Read a letter from a second homeowner in the village requesting that garbage pickup be included on the annual tax bills.  Councilman Armstrong stated he did not feel this would be a good idea and resident within the town handle their own garbage and should not have to pay for it on their tax bills.  Supervisor Dolph stated that the Delaware County Landfill will not be charging fees for flood items.

Reported that the monthly report from the Code Officer has been received.

Reported that the old voting machines can now be surplused and Councilman Armstrong will look into the best was to dispose of them.

Reported that the Board will need to hold a special meeting for the disbursement of the 2012 budget.  Discussion took place and was agreed that this meeting will take place on October 4, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.
Reported on his Financial Reports.

Supervisor Dolph stated that he felt it was time to act on Rally New York’s request to hold a race in the Town of Walton.

Ivan Orisek requested to speak to the Board prior to them making a decision.  Supervisor Dolph granted permission.

Mr. Orisek stated that the first request came in on June 15, 2011 and since then the Town of Liberty has granted them permission to hold a race there as well.  Mr. Orisek stated that the 2012 event will be bigger than ever and mentioned those that spoke in favor of the race. Mr. Orisek listed the requested roads as East River Road, Colchester Mountain Road, Dunk Hill Road, Dunk Hill Spur, Freer Hollow, Houck Mountain, and South River Road. He stated that each road closure would be 2 ½ hours each. Councilman Govern interrupted stating the time for public comment has come and gone and this information has been discussed before suggesting they move on with a vote.  Supervisor Dolph state the list of roads should be refreshed and allowed Mr. Orisek to continue. Mr. Orisek requested to change the race date from September 7th & 8th 2012 to August 24th & 25th 2012 and would like to name the race The Rally Delaware of Walton.
Supervisor asked if there is a motion on the floor. Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt made a motion to approve the race and Boyd seconded.

Councilman Armstrong stated he appreciates Rally NY for coming here and talking to the Board and their patience.  However, he does not feel there is enough support in Walton and this is a fight every year.  He feels there are other events that are held that bring more people to the area then Rally NY.  He feels the inconvenience and safety are the residents’ main complaint and the majority of the people don’t want it.

Councilman Govern stated the infrastructure in place at the Delaware County Fair Grounds affords us a lot of opportunity to do a lot of things and need projects that will unite the community.  He gave examples of the Booster Club Car Show and antique tractors that are much more suitable for our community.

Supervisor Dolph stated he was in favor of the race and upon his own study stated that the race generates $30,000 of revenue. He restated a sign he read at the fair that said for every dollar spent on a farm it trickles down to the community 3 to 7 times.  Using 3 as a factor he felt this could bring $90,000 to the community.

Councilwoman Boyd stated it does not have to be mutually exclusive.  She stated it’s a great idea to do things at the Fairgrounds but not at the expense of doing things in other places.  She stated she has a problem with business people feeling they can’t come to the Board to express themselves because of the mob mentality.

Councilman Armstrong stated if this is such an economic boom then the business people would be here. “If we don’t have it we will hear a little grumbling, if we do have it we will hear a lot of grumbling.” I don’t feel the benefit is worth the controversy.

Councilman Rodriguez-Bentancourt stated you cannot have the “Not in my back yard” mentality. He stated every business owner that he has spoken to is in favor of the racing but deadly afraid of retributions of people that don’t want it; and that mentality has to go.

Discussion took place over difference of opinions as to whether or not business owners should come forward if they are in favor of the race.

RESOLUTION #74

RALLY NEW YORK
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd approving Rally NY’s request to close East River Road, Colchester Mountain Road, Dunk Hill Road, Dunk Hill Spur, Freer Hollow, Houck Mountain, and South River Road on August 24, 2012 and August 25, 2012 for the purpose of holding a rally race.  Vote: Armstrong – Nay, Boyd – Yea, Govern – Nay, Rodriguez-Betancourt – Yea, Supervisor Dolph – Yea. Motion carried.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Councilman Armstrong stated he needs any change requests to the Employee Handbook.

Councilman Govern asked Supervisor Dolph about the Host Community Benefit. Supervisor Dolph stated he would add it back on the list.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked Attorney Wood the status on the fishing access?  Attorney Wood replied the State has taken it off the agenda for this year.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #75

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Armstrong approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#186-212

$8,913.86


General OV B

#87-99


$6,128.02




General Hwy DA
#9-11


$269.79




OV Hwy DB

#36-39


$13,456.45

Meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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