TOWN BOARD MEETING

JANUARY 10, 2012
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Patty Wood, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern
OTHERS PRESENT:
R.A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Owen Grant – Ridgeline Energy, Maureen Wacha
RESOLUTION #22
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Armstrong approving the minutes of December 27, 2011 and January 3, 2012 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

Owen Grant of Ridgeline Energy approached the Board providing an update on the temporary wind tower that was placed on the South mountain of South River Road in June 2011.  Mr. Grant informed the Board that his company is working toward a community scale wind project. He explained that a community scale wind project along with clean electricity would potentially provide ½ million dollars to the community in terms of landowner leases, tax payments, and employee operators with 6-10 wind turbines. 

Mr. Grant informed the Board of his intent of holding an open house and his availably to the Board and public.  Councilman Armstrong questioned what a community scale meant?  Mr. Grant stated it’s a smaller scale wind project with a medium voltage transition lines and generally consumed where it’s generated.


Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt questioned how tall the turbines would be?  Mr. Grant stated around 240’ to the generator. 

Mr. Grant went into detail as to how the price of electric is determined; stating it’s a bid process.  He informed the Board that President Patrick Dole worked for the third largest renewable energy company in the world and was in charge of the development Maple Ridge project on the Tug Hill Plateau which included 195 turbines and has left that employment to start his own business to work on these smaller scale projects.

Maureen Wacha questioned Supervisor Dolph on the recent Leatherstocking accusations claiming Commissioner Moon has been holding Medicaid payments.  Supervisor Dolph stated it is being investigated.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that the highway department has used 650 yards of sand this winter down from 1849 yards last year.

Reported that the two items placed on the auction list has ended.  The S-10 truck brought $1,009.00 and the voting machines brought $320.00.  He commented that the S-10 truck was purchased three years ago for $500.00. 
RESOLUTION #23

ACCEPTENCE OF SALE OF SURPLUS ITEMS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the sale of the 1993 S-10 Chevy truck for $1009.00 and the sale of the voting machines for $320.00.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that he has received the 1992 Dodge truck purchased off the Federal Surplus for $450.00. This was an Air Force vehicle and is in good shape.
Reported he would like to go out to bid for the replacement of truck #38 a 1990 plow truck.  He estimates a replacement cost of $200,000.00.  He would also like to replace truck #4 a 2005 F550.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the December dog report is on file in my office for those wishing to review it.

Reported that I am 12% collected in taxes.

Reported that a letter was received from Senator John Bonacic applauding the Board for their efforts to seek relief in the form of funding through the Land Acquisition Program and he fully supports it.

Reported that I was in receipt of the 2012 Annual Training School and Annual Meeting for the Association of Town’s held on February 19-22, 2012.  Those wishing to attend should contact me.

Requested permission to replace Deputy Town Clerk Rose Finch whom pasted away in August 2011. 

RESOLUTION #24

APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY TOWN CLERK
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the appointment of Gladys Palmatier as Deputy Town Clerk.  All in favor, motion carried.

Requested permission to attend the Town Clerk’s Conference April 22-25, 2012.  I informed the Board that although the conference is held yearly, I attend every other year. I plan to apply for the scholarship again this year.
RESOLUTION #25

PERMISSION TO ATTEND CONFERENCE
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to attend the Town Clerk’s Conference April 22-25, 2012.  All in favor, motion carried.
Reported that I was in receipt of the Delaware County Planning Departments agreement for services to the Town of Walton for $3,500.00.
RESOLUTION #26

DELAWARE COUNTY PLANNING AGREEMENT
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the agreement between the Delaware County Planning Department and the Town of Walton for services provided to include a fee of $3,500.00.  All in favor, motion carried.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reported on monthly financial reports.




Reported on sex offender locations

Councilwoman Wood questioned “How can we get more carriers on the tower?”  Supervisor Dolph stated he would draft a letter requesting input from Crown Castle on more carriers.
COMMITTEE REPORTS:





Nothing reported
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #27

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman, seconded by approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.
2011





General Fund A
#314-318
$   864.98
General OV B

#27

$     28.98  




General Hwy DA
#158-163
$2,808.32




OV Hwy DB

#64

$     96.91




2012
General Fund A
#1-16

$9,043.76

General OV B

#1

$3,500.00





General Hwy DA
#1

$8,460.20
EXECUTIVE SESSION:
RESOLUTION #28

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Armstrong to enter executive session for the purpose of discussing litigation.  All in favor, motion carried.

Entered Executive Session at 6:40 p.m. Back in regular session at 7:23 p.m. With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk

1

