TOWN BOARD MEETING

PUBLIC HEARING

APRIL 3, 2012
6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Patty Wood, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern
OTHERS PRESENT:
R.A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter

Supervisor Dolph opened the Public Hearing for anyone wishing to speak in favor or against

Local Law #1 of 2012; a local law for Flood Damage Prevention as authorized by the New

York State Constitution, Article IX, Section 2, and Environmental Conservation Law, Article

36.

With no comments from the public, the Public Hearing was closed at 6:03 P.M.

TOWN BOARD MEETING

APRIL 3, 2012

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Patty Wood, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern (arrived at 6:15 p.m.)
OTHERS PRESENT:
R.A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter

RESOLUTION #50
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Wood approving the minutes of March 13, 2012 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported on the Federal Surplus equipment that he was awarded and picked up.  Superintendent Geidel stated he picked up two jacks at the cost of $75.00 each.  One of them required work but is working fine now.  He estimates the value of each jack to be approximately $1700.00.  He stated he also picked up the two tires and wheels in which one of the tires had a flat spot but the wheels are in good shape.
He informed the Board that a wheeled excavator is available on the Federal Surplus Program.  He stated this is a 1984 Case with 414 hours in North Carolina for $2,800.00.  He estimated the value when new to be approximately $95,000.00.

He reported that the EWP Projects will be starting and have 210 days to complete.  
Reported that the work on the pinned rock wall on Pines Brook Road; was completed today.  He informed the Board that apparently the project was turned into the DEP and upon the completion of their visit everything was found to be satisfactory.

Reported that the DEC has requested to change the scope of work on the Walton Mountain Road project.  They would like a “ladder” design in the rock layout.  This design has been forwarded to C&S Engineers for an estimate. 

Reported that the Town Highway Department assisted the Village in the removal of trees from East Brook.

FLOOR TIME:


Duncan Martin – Delaware County Planning was introduced to explain the proposed Local Law.  Supervisor Dolph informed the Board that if this local law is not adopted by the Town then the Town is no longer eligible for FEMA mitigation assistance.  The public has been informed of the new revised maps and those that will be affected and required to have flood insurance.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt stated while he was in Greene New York, he heard that they are lifting houses up off the ground to conform to the flood levels.  He stated Colchester has received money for this same procedure.  He questioned if this was something the Town of Walton could look into?  Mr. Martin stated he was not aware of this program but will check into it.


Superintendent Geidel stated he believed this was mitigation work required by FEMA.


Mr. Duncan read the short form State Environmental Quality Review

RESOLUTION #51
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF WALTON DETERMINING THAT THEREARE NO ADVERSE IMPACTS ON THE ENVIRONMENT FROM ADOPTION OF THE FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION

 LAW


WHEREAS, the Town Board is adopting a local law that repeals and supersedes Local Law No. 1 of the year 1987 entitled “Flood Damage Prevention Law” in order to maintain the community’s eligibility to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (“NFIP”); 


WHEREAS, the possible environmental impacts of the adoption of this Law have been considered by the Town Board; 


NOWTHEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board has determined that the adoption of new local law entitled “Flood Damage Prevention Law” will not have significant adverse impacts on the environment; and


WHEREUPON, the Resolution was put to a vote and recorded as follows:

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt


Aye

Nay

Supervisor DOLPH




___X____
_______

Board Member ARMSTRONG


___X____
_______

Board Member GOVERN



____X___
_______

Board Member RODRIGUEZ-BETANCOURT
___X____
_______

Board Member WOOD



____X___
_______

RESOLUTION #52
RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF WALTON

In the Matter of the Adoption of Local Law No. 1 of 2012 entitled “Flood Damage Prevention Law”


WHEREAS, the Town Board has reviewed and considered the proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2012;


WHEREAS, the Local Law was presented to the Town Board at least 10 days prior to the Town Board meeting on April 3, 2012;


WHEREAS, the Town Board adopted a resolution on March 13, 2012 scheduling a public hearing on the proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2012;


WHEREAS, the public hearing was properly noticed in the Town’s official newspaper on March 21, 2012; 


WHEREAS, the public hearing on the proposed Local Law was held on April 3, 2012 at the Town Hall;


WHEREAS, the Town Board reviewed and considered all public comments received on the proposed Local Law;


WHEREAS, the proposed Local Law was on file for inspection at the Town Clerk’s office prior to the hearing and during the public review process; 


WHEREAS, the proposed Local Law maintains the Town’s eligibility to participate in the National Flood Insurance Program (“NFIP”) and serves to strengthen and protect the Town’s environmental resources, public safety, health and welfare; 


WHEREAS, the Town Board has caused to be prepared a Short Environmental Assessment Form (EAF) pursuant to the mandates for the State Environmental Quality Review Act (ECL Article 8 and 6 NYCRR Part 617) for the proposed adoption of Local Law No. 1 of 2012; 


WHEREAS, the Town board has duly considered the contents of the EAF for the adoption of Local Law No.1 of 2012 and completed Parts 2 and 3 thereof; 


WHEREAS, the Town Board has identified the relevant areas of environmental inquiry and taken a hard look at them for the adoption of the proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2012; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board has issued a negative declaration under SEQRA for the adoption of the proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2012 thereby complying with the mandates of the State Environmental Quality Review Act.


NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS BY THE

TOWN BOARD OF WALTON, DELAWARE COUNTY, NEW YORK:


THAT THE Town Board of the Town of Walton hereby determines that proposed Local Law No. 1 of 2012, attached hereto and made a part hereof, is hereby adopted as a Local Law entitled “Flood Damage Prevention Law”; and 


IT IS FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk and the Attorney for the Town are hereby directed to take such actions as are necessary to implement this resolution and effect adoption of the Local Law.

Town Board Member Armstrong so moved; Town Board Member Wood seconded, and the Town Board voted as follows:

Aye

Nay

Supervisor       Dolph



___x____
_______

Board Member Armstrong


___x____
_______

Board Member Govern


___x____
_______

Board Member Rodriguez-Betancourt
____x___
_______

Board Member Wood



____x___
_______

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that I have sent out 470 second notice tax bills and I am 82% collected.


Reported that the Dog Control Officer and Code Officer reports are available in my office for those wishing to view them.

Reported that I applied for the New York State Town Clerks Association scholarship in which I have been awarded.  After attendance at the April 23-25 conference the Town will be reimbursed $500.00.
I questioned if the Dog Impoundment Fee has progressed?  Supervisor Dolph stated he feels this is very important and would like the Board to bring this back at next month’s meeting.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that Delaware County Department of Watershed Affairs has asked for the Town of Walton’s help in notifying landowners of 10 acres or more to educate them on the long term effects of development rights to NYC and land trust agreements.  The Delaware County Department of Watershed Affairs will draft a letter for our area and distribute this information.
RESOLUTION #53

DEPARTMENT OF WATERSHED AFFAIRS LETTER
A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Wood to participate in the notification letters to landowners with 10 acres or more of land in the effort to provide education on the long term effects of development rights to NYC and land trust agreements. All in favor, motion carried.
Supervisor Dolph reported that the Delaware County Tax Mapping Department is in the process of updating their pictometry for $96,000.00.  The Town of Walton’s portion to participate and allowed use of this software will be $1,529.00.

Councilman Rodrigues-Betancourt stated will the Assessor be required to use the software and use in a proactive way.  Councilman Armstrong questioned what good would it be if the Assessor does not use it?
Councilwoman Wood questioned how long ago was the last pictometry done?  Supervisor Dolph stated 2006 and was provided by an Emergency Services awarded grant.

Councilman Govern stated this software is very useful for Emergency Services as well.

Councilman Armstrong questioned what part of the budget this would be charged to? Supervisor Dolph stated this would come from the Assessors Contractual.
RESOLUTION #54

PICTOMETRY SOFTWARE
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Wood to grant permission to pay $1,529.00 to participate in the pictometry software available from the Delaware County Tax Mapping Department. All in favor, motion carried.
Reported on the mail received and reported that no financial reports are available due to the change in the meeting date.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilwoman Wood reported on the webpage quote from Gibson Hill for $400.00 and if the Town would like a calendar it would be an additional $75.00.  This quote would include one-time training for anyone wishing to participate.
RESOLUTION #55

GIBSON HILL WEBPAGE QUOTE
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Wood to approve the lowest quote received from Gibson Hill for the development of the Town of Walton’s webpage for $475.00.  All in favor, motion carried.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Wood to enter into executive session at 6:50 p.m. for the purpose to discuss a litigation matter.  All in favor, motion carried.
Back in regular session at 7:25 p.m.

As a result of executive session Attorney Wood explained that various stream stabilization bids were put out last fall.  A bid was awarded to L. Robinson Excavation as the lowest bidder for the Pines Brook project and due to problems with the weather and water level the contractor did not start the work.  The Town believed it properly terminated the contract but the contractor felt otherwise and filed a claim for $17,500.00.  The bid was then awarded to the third lowest bidder Lafever Excavation; the second lowest bidder Tweedie Construction Services was not awarded the bid due to an oversight and filed a claim for $22,000.00.  Attorney Wood stated he was not aware of the situation until afterwards at which time was asked by the Board to help resolve these two claims and come up with protocol to avoid future instance.  Attorney Wood went on to state this is his 22 year as Town Attorney and this is the first time anything like this has ever arisen to his knowledge.  Attorney Wood went on to explain negotiations were conducted with both contractors where L. Robinson Excavation has agreed to $10,000.00 and Tweedie Construction Services has agreed to accept $15,000.00.

RESOLUTION #56

CONTRACTOR NEGOTIATIONS
A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Govern to approve the negotiated claims between the Town Attorney and L. Robinson Excavation, Inc. for $10,000.00 and Tweedie Construction Services, Inc. for $15,000.00.  Vote: Aye- Govern, Rodriguez-Betancourt, Wood, & Supervisor Dolph. No- Armstrong. Motion Carried.
Supervisor Dolph stated that this was an error on all of our parts and was not the result of one individual and recommends reviewing the protocol Attorney Wood as developed to avoid this situation again and bring back to the next meeting.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #57

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded Govern by approving the vouchers as presented for payment. Vote: Aye – Govern, Rodriguez-Betancourt, Wood, Supervisor Dolph, No – Armstrong. Motion carried.




General Fund A
#74-89

$32,301.81


General OV B

#3

$  22.99




General Hwy DA
#39-51

$ 10,202.23     




OV Hwy DB

#5-7

$8,597.08





Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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