TOWN BOARD MEETING

December 13, 2005

Public Hearing/Board Meeting

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Steve Hodge, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Louis Rodriquez-Betoncourt, Louis Lurenz, Greg Starheim, Ben Shackelton, Harold Pomeroy, Bernard Mills, Bob Carins, Jeffrey Harris, Kevin Groover, Maureen Wacha, Ruby Salvatore, Bryan Schick, Mark Jacobs, Eric Ball, Elizabeth Elston, Donna Castro, Hartley Russell

The Public Hearing was opened at 6:02 p.m. to hear any party for or against the proposed Local Law #2 To Reduce the Membership and Terms of the Town of Walton Planning Board. No one chose to speak; the Public Hearing was closed at 6:05

The regular Board Meeting came to order at 6:06.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Supervisor Meredith led the Pledge of Allegiance
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION #86


APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to accept the minutes from November 8th  & 10th meeting as presented. Vote: 5 aye, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Greg Starheim, CEO/General Manager of the Delaware County Electric Cooperative took the floor to speak about the company’s overview.

Located in Delhi, New York the coop is a non-profit company that has approximately 5,100 members. The company purchases electric from the NYS Power Authority and delivers that electric to its members at cost. Their rates are 40% lower then For-Profit Investor Owned Utilities and approximate savings of $500 per year to its customers.

Supervisor Meredith asked why they don’t serve the Village of Walton. Mr. Starheim informed the Supervisor that the Village of Walton has a population over 1000 and therefore does not qualify.

The Coop is currently looking for an optional energy supply for the future to be able to continue supplying their customers at a lower rate.

Supervisor Meredith asked Mr. Starheim to speak about the pilot turbine in Tompkins. Mr. Starheim explained that the coop has erected a pilot turbine to collect data for a possible wind energy source and possibly spark an interest in other towns.

AWARDS:
Supervisor Meredith presented three service awards to the following elected employees; Louis Lurenz, Town Assessor from 1976 – 2005, Mark Jacobs, Town Assessor from 2000-2005, Stephen Hodge, Councilperson 1998-2005.

FLOOR TIME:
Bernard Mills and Harold Pomeroy approached the board and asked for the Town to sponsor the American Legion with their purchase of a ceremonial bugle.  The board unanimously agreed to provide $262.50 to the American Legion for the purchase of the bugle. 

Jeff Harris approached the board about the comments the he sent the Supervisor on the dog law. He feels that the Town should adopt the new changes to the dog law like the Village as done. Supervisor Meredith responded that he had contacted Ag. and Markets and back in 2003 the State passed a new law and feels it is not necessary to change our law we will just in force the states law. He will get together with John Esposito and Frank Wood to further discuss the matter.

Mr. Harris asked if there has been any more discussion about the sale of the Counties property on Water Street. Supervisor Meredith responded with a no! Mr. Harris asked if there have been any details furnished to the Supervisor on the property.  Supervisor Meredith responded with a no!

Mr. Harris asked if the town or county provides any post medical benefits? Supervisor Meredith responded that neither the town nor the county provides post medical benefits, but what they do have is a COBRA type plan.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel reported that the 10-wheeler should arrive by Christmas.

Reported that the paper work due for FEMA he faxed and believes it is up to date.

Reported that even with the ad in the paper about plowing snow across the town roads from a property owner’s driveway, it still continues to be a problem. He would like to enforce the highway law. The Board suggested contacting the individual property owner with a warning and if need be the police could be called. The Town Clerk’s Office will help out in the mailing of postcards to violators.

Superintendent Geidel thanked Steve Hodge for his guidance and direction during his time on the board.

Councilman Armstrong reported that he posted the towns 1998 Chevrolet K-3500 truck on e-bay for sale.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

I reported on receiving the Delaware Opportunities Financial Statement. It will be on file in my office for any interested parties.

Reported that I received approval on the NYS Community Projects Appropriation Agreement Grant. 

I presented to Supervisor Meredith for his signature, a Certificate for State Use for Suburban Energy Services for the Dog Control account. 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that the financial/payroll software will be installed and the balance will come from the approved grant. 

RESOLUTION #87

LOCAL LAW #2 OF 2005

A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, second by Councilman Dolph to approve the Local Law #2 for 2005 allowing the reduction in membership and term of the Town of Walton planning Board with the intent of having a quorum present at every Planning Board meeting. Vote: 5 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

Reported on his monthly financial report.

Supervisor Meredith reported that he made an extra $25,000. payment on the bond.

Reported that he met with Wilber Bank to speak about CD rates.

Reported that there was no response on the Dollar General referendum and Attorney Frank Wood will contact them tomorrow.

Reported that a representative from JNS Enterprises, a cell tower company came and checked different areas of town property for the possibility of a cell tower. 

Supervisor Meredith reviewed the Sole Assessor Agreement that was prepared by Ryan Kilmer, Wayne Marshfield, Kevin Armstrong, and himself, for the contract between Hamden and Walton. Hamden has approved the agreement and the Supervisor recommends that the Town of Walton do the same.

RESOLUTION #88
SOLE ASSESSOR AGREEMENT WITH THE TOWN OF HAMDEN

 A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to enter into the agreement with the Town of Hamden for the sharing of a Sole Assessor. Vote 5 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

Supervisor Meredith reported that he received a proposed agreement with the County for plowing of County roads by the Town. The town will receive reimbursement for this service. Supervisor will make copies for the board members to review.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph reported that the Court grant has been denied for this year. Will try again next year.

Councilman Hodge reported that he contacted DEC about the Houck Mountain project and DEC will discuss it and call him later this week.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION # 89

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Armstrong to accept the vouchers for payment as presented. All in favor, motion carried

General Fund A
#277-334
$93,675.08

Fund B


#16-19

$1,462.15

Fund DA

#163-177
$134,853.78

Fund DB

#67-71

$15,714.38

OTHER BUSINESS:

Councilman Hodge reported on the Fire District Budgets over the past years to show that there has not been much of an increase.

Councilman Armstrong thanked Steve Hodge for all his work on the Town Board.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to enter into executive session at 6:45 p.m. to discuss union negotiations. All in favor.

Back in regular session at 6:56 p.m. with no further business before the board the meeting was adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 





Respectfully submitted,





Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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