TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 14, 2005

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Steve Hodge, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert Cairns – Walton Reporter, Cody Thompson, Jody McGonigle, Brianna Masching, Kaylee Voorhies, Rebecca Gruver, Joanne Sampson, James Norwood, Maureen Wacha

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Supervisor Meredith led the Pledge of Allegiance
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION # 63

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Dolph to accept the May 10, 2005 minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

No one took the floor

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that a previous request to purchase a tank truck was successful and has received the truck.

Wakeman Brook repairs are almost complete, will get to oil and stoning the road in the next several weeks.

Received word that chips money will increase by 3% and should continue to increase by 3% until the year 2007.

Asked about speed limit signs if anyone has heard anything. Board responded nothing yet.

Spoke of meeting with FEMO and SEMO.

Councilman Dolph asked Geidel if residents were happy with the repairs to Wakeman Brook Road by Robinson Bros. Excavating. Geidel has not heard of any complaints.

Councilman Armstrong asked if they were going to proceed with Houck Mountain Road. The Board discussed the matter and decided to proceed with the repairs.

RESOLUTION #64

APPROVAL FOR HOUCK MOUNTAIN REPAIRS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Boyd to go ahead with the repairs to Houck Mountain Road due to the flood damage.
Robinson Bros. was the responsible low bidder with a bid amount of $41,480.00 as agreed in the May 10, 2005 Board Meeting. Tweedie Construction Services was the other bidder at $62,258.00.  Vote 5 ayes, Armstrong Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.




TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

I reported to the Board that since the announcement of the dog enumerator we have received 50 new dog licenses.  The Dog Enumerator reported that she started on June 8, 2005 and on the first 3 streets she recorded 20 dogs.

Councilman Hodge asked what does the dog enumerator do if no one is home.  I responded that she would record the address and leave a note asking the owner to call with dog information.

I turned the taxes over to the County Treasurer with unpaid returned taxes totaling $326,542.92.

Received resignation letter from Code Enforcement Officer, Glenn McGuiness dated May 31, 2005.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

RESOLUTION #65


LOCAL LAW #1 OF 2005 – SOLE ASSESSOR

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Armstrong to approve Local Law #1 of 2005 to abolish the offices of the three elected Town Assessors, and in their stead and place, create the office of single appointed Town Assessor. Vote 5 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.
Local law attached an end of minutes.

Supervisor discussed new setup of financial report and the detail thereof.

Received a thank you from John Esposito for the Town and those at participated in the parade. Also, received a thank you from CWC for allowing the use of the building.

Supervisor reported that the equalization rate is 34.01%

The Teamsters has hired a public accountant to audit payroll report from March 1, 2003 to March 31, 2005. 

Supervisor Meredith has contacted a college student to develop a web site for the Town of Walton.

Reported that the windows are almost complete and the new computers have arrived all covered by the grant from Senator Bonacic.

CWC will be here in July to give a presentation. 

Supervisor Meredith reported that the DEP commented in an editorial and he received a phone call from Mr. Tabias but no written communication as of yet on what they are going to do on a conservation easement. Our recommendation is to sub-divide and correct the map that was incorrect.

Councilman Dolph asked the Supervisor to explain the position that the County Board took on the DEP ruling. Dolph explained he did not agree with the ruling of not following the law and the Supervisor explained that the resolution has been changed. Dolph commented, “it did not matter to him what color the uniform was” and felt the Board should try and get the lands and reservoirs open for more recreation.

Councilman Hodge asked where do we stand as far as the roof repairs. Supervisor Meredith responded that we would go out to bid after we apply for the other grant.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Hodge reported that he has maps available for anyone to view on Houck Mountain.

Councilman Dolph reported that the new appointed Code Enforcement Officer has made a report available of work completed so far. He has heard positive feed back about him and Ronda has not received as many phone calls.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #66


APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Armstrong to approve the bills as presented for payment. Vote 5 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.


General Fund A #96-128
$14,022.86


OV Fund B
#1-3

$     216.97


General Fund DA  #78-89
$  8,125.40


OV Fund DB
#20-28

$87,358.88

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Hodge to enter into executive session at 6:30 p.m. to discuss Union Negotiations and Community Development Block Grant. All in favor, motion carried.

Back in regular session at 7:10 p.m. no action taken and no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:11 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,





Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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