TOWN BOARD MEETING

August 9, 2005

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Steve Hodge, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams


ABSENT:


Bruce Dolph, Frank Wood
OTHERS PRESENT:
Bob Cairns – Walton Reporter, Tom DeJohn – CWC, Peter Manning – NYS Dept. of State, Timothy Cox – CWC, Michael Triolo – CWC, Diane Galusha – CWC, Alan Rosa – CWC, Tony Contello, Jeff Harris

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Councilperson Boyd led the Pledge of Allegiance
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION # 70

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Hodge to accept the July 12, 2005 minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGED THE FLOOR:
Alan Rosa took the floor and introduced the Catskill Watershed Corporation (CWC). He spoke of the development of the CWC from the MOA. The MOA is a legal document used to settle litigation in the Watershed communities, and he spoke of the mission of the CWC. The CWC is a non-profit organization that is made up of the members of the towns. He then turned the floor over to Tom DeJohn.

Tom discussed the water quality aspects of the program. He discussed who is eligible for 100% or 60% of reimbursable repairs or replacement of a homeowners septic system, and who would later be reimbursable up to 50% for maintenance of that system. 

Michael Triolo spoke of the various loan programs and the funds the CWC obtained for various businesses and hospitals. The CWC had approved 116 loans totaling 24 million dollars and created 853 new jobs. The Town of Walton received 11 loans totaling 2.1 million dollars.

Diane Galusha spoke of the Education Program and desire to have Walton Central School participate in the Education Program. The program sponsors stream clean up and the commemorative programs such as the signs around the reservoirs marking the location of the towns lost to the reservoirs.

Timothy Cox spoke of priority areas that NYC is soliciting local property owners to sell their land to the city. He spoke of the town’s rights and ways to receive reimbursement for the hiring of a consultant to make sure the city is within their legal limits to acquire the land.

Peter Manning spoke of the One Stop Shop that is an information toll free number that will provide referrals to the correct location for the question at hand. He spoke of the assistance to those that want to prepare or update a comprehensive plan within the Watershed.

FLOOR TIME:

Jeff Harris expressed his view on the sale of the County Highway building on Water Street. He feels the County should not be strong armed in selling the building and causing the County to spend more money to replace the building.

Tony Contello asked if there is a reason for what properties the City purchases. He also commented that the Town should not get caught up in the sale of the County building.

Supervisor Meredith said before he proceeds, he wants some plans showing jobs and investments. There are grants available to cover the additional cost of the building, but Meredith would like plans first. 

Jeff Harris asked the reason the County purchased the Northfield property. Meredith responded that the intent was to save time and money in travel to pick up the salt and cinders, this way everything could be housed at one location.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel requested permission to use the Town’s equipment for the fair. The Board decided that it was not necessary to do a resolution as long as the Highway Committee was in favor.

Geidel reported that Houck Mountain should be done by the end of next week and he estimates the cost to be $60,000 or less.

He met with FEMA and he is optimistic on the amount of the reimbursement.

He reported that the Town did shared serves with the Village to complete the skating rink. Meredith commented that the Mayor thanked the Hwy. Department for helping out and it looks good.

Geidel requested permission from the Board to purchase a hydraulic material spreader from the lowest quote received.


M&C Truck Equipment
$5,718.89


Tarrant Manufacturing Co.
$5,817.00

T&T Body King Inc.

$6,351.00

RESOLUTION #71
PURCHASE HYDRAULIC MATERIAL SPREADER

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Hodge to purchase one hydraulic material spreader from M&C Truck Equipment in the amount of $5,718.89. Vote 4 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion carried.

Councilman Armstrong commented that the Hwy. Department will be selling a 1998 truck this fall.


TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the Town received donations of historical artifacts from Virginia McCabe Hoffmann. They contained O&W Railroad pictures from 1902 and Walton Fire Department By-Laws from 1898-1907. All artifacts were collected from her Grandfather Harry McCabe who was an employee of the railroad and served as a fire fighter and treasurer of the Walton Fire and Hose Co. #1.

Reported that there will be a free rabies clinic at the Walton Central School Bus Garage on August 26, 2005.

Reported that I have received the annual report from the Walton Fire Department and the Tax Collector’s Settlement Sheet on July 15, 2005 from the County Treasurer.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported on the Supervisors monthly report.

Supervisor Meredith reported that the flood maps would be redone and Superintendent Geidel and Code Enforcement Officer Mark Jacobs will be involved.

Reported that the phone review survey done on the Town Hall phone bill showed no additional savings found.

Reported that the estimate for the NYS Retirement came in and showed an average rate is 11% and will no longer be able to do paper reports, it will all be electronic.

Presented to the Board a draft for a shared assessor between the Town of Hamden and the Town of Walton. He asked the Board to please review it.

Reported that the Planning Board would like to go from a 7 to 5 member board. This will require a local law, but would like to do any other changes at the same time. He would also like to add a conservation easement sub division requirement.

Glen Nealis will be here in September to discuss the Empire Development Zone.

He spoke to the State DOT about removing the right on red signs. The Board was in agreement about having them removed.

Reported that he received the information from Teamsters and will be paying it out in May and hopefully they will get something cheaper.

Supervisor Meredith would like to become a member of the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce for insurance purposes. The Town will split the membership cost with all those who join. This will be up for annual review, if there are no interested employees, the membership will not be renewed.

RESOLUTION #72
JOIN THE DELAWARE COUNTY CHAMBER OF COMMERCE


A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, second by Armstrong to give Supervisor Meredith permission to join the Delaware County Chamber of Commerce for insurance purposes. The Town will split the membership cost with all employees interested and the membership will be reviewed each year for participation. Vote 4 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

Councilman Hodge asked Supervisor Meredith if the phone survey company offered any recommendations. Supervisor Meredith said he would be calling them back to find out about extensions and all so will be contacting Frontier.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Armstrong reported that negotiations for Teamsters would start the end of August or first part of September.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #73


APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, second by Boyd to approve the bills as presented for payment. Vote 5 ayes, Armstrong, Boyd, Hodge, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.
With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:20 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,

Ronda Williams

Town Clerk
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