TOWN BOARD MEETING

July 11, 2006

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Bob Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Maureen Wacha, Greg Waldron, and Tom Evans – Delaware County Planning

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Councilperson Dolph led the Pledge of Allegiance
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:



RESOLUTION #51

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the June 13, 2006 minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

Mr. Waldron thanked the Board.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel reported and explained the road situation after the flood that was caused from the heavy rains that occurred on June 26th and June 27th. There was damage to all but 6 out of the 87 roads in the Town of Walton. Each road has been assessed and coded with Red – impassable; Yellow – damaged of some type; Green – unaffected.

Geidel reported that he is making progress; they have a total of 5 crews including private contractors. The most significant damaged roads are Pines Brook, Wakeman Brook, Beers Brook, Chase Brook, and Marvin Hollow. The National Guard took a look at Beers Brook and said, “that it was beyond their scope, its up to you to do” and they backed out. 

Councilman Rodriguez asked how many roads the ambulances cannot get through.  Geidel replied East Oxbow and Marvin Hollow but there is a plan with a pick up truck to get people. Councilman Rodriguez informed the Board, that there are ambulances that they can borrow from the National Guard and if it is an issue let’s not wait until 1:00 in the morning when we are unable to get to a patient. “There are resources out there let’s not wait until the last minute”.

Discussion took place about the replacing of culverts and the repair work and preventative work ahead. Councilman Armstrong stated how the box culverts that were previously installed as preventative maintenance held up during this flood.

Supervisor Meredith stated that the last two events we increased, increased, and increased. “This was a freak disaster! “We really can’t plan again; we would have so much infrastructure to plan for this event”.  He stated that he does not have a problem with up grading again and needs to but to plan everything around what happened two weeks ago would be nearly impossible.

Further discussion took place on the dredging of the streams and a possible monitoring system placed in Third Brook to prevent this from happening again. Councilman Dolph suggested writing to Governor Pataki to get the laws changed so that the streams can be cleaned.

Geidel suggested that if someone is replacing sluice pipes or culverts that they go to the next size bigger.

Geidel questioned how and when would the contractors get paid? Supervisor Meredith suggests meeting every two weeks to approve the bills. He will call another Board Meeting at the end of this month.

Geidel reported that the DEP, State and Local Police, and the NYC Sanitation Department have been great with helping out and the meetings have helped.

Geidel told the Board that his crew has been working 6:00 a.m. to 6 p.m. and they have done a wonderful job.

Supervisor Meredith suggested setting pay rates for the Logistics and Clerical Personnel. Working with the County and Superintendent Geidel, he figured that a fair salary for Logistics would be $12.00 per hour and Clerical $8.00 per hour.

RESOLUTION #52

APPROVALS OF LOGISTICS AND CLERICAL SALARY

A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, seconded by Dolph to set the Logistics Planners salary at $12.00 per hour and Clerical salaries at $8.00 per hour, such will be reimbursed by FEMA. All in favor, motion carried.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

I questioned as to how the Board would like me to handle the phone calls about the garbage pick up of the flood debris. Supervisor Meredith suggested keep taking the list and we can hire a private hauler if needed.

I reported that we issued 82 well test kits.

I asked the Superintendent of Highways how he would like me to handle the phone calls on gravel debris? He suggested to continue taking a list and would be handled on a case-to-case basis. 

Flood pictures have been coming in and will get them printed off so that the Highway Superintendent can view. 

Councilman Dolph commended me for the work that I have done during the flood.

Councilman Rodriguez-Bentencourt asked if anyone has addressed property flooding or the return of other person’s property that ends up on your lawn. The Board agreed that it is not up to the Board and it would be a court matter.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith requested to table the Comprehensive Plan until next month. He suggested to the Board that if they have any changes or suggestions to e-mail them to him.

Reported that the Windmill meeting scheduled in Masonville has been postponed. 

Supervisor Meredith requested from the Board permission to borrow up to $1 Million Dollars for road repairs with Town Attorney oversight. 

Councilman Dolph suggested approving for more money to avoid another meeting for approval of borrowing more. The Board came to an agreement of up to $3 Million on an as needed basis.

RESOLUTION #53
APPROVAL OF BORROWING FUNDS FOR FLOOD RELIEF

A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, seconded by Armstrong allowing Supervisor Meredith to borrow money up to $3 Million as needed for flood damaged road repairs. Vote 5 ayes Armstrong, Boyd, Dolph, Rodriguez, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. Motion Carried.

Reported on stream work and displayed a map to show the work and how it will proceed. The Soil and Water Conservation District has been extremely helpful and the DEC is happy with how Soil and Water conducts business and will attach their recommendations to the permits. This will not be done overnight and will probably continue next year after winter.

Reported that there was 11,000 liner square feet of roads that were affected by a brook hitting it.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph working with the Code Enforcement Officer to develop a Press Release to waive the fees for any flood repairs. After the Board discussed the issue it was agreed upon to waive all building permit fees for a period of 90 days starting July 12, 2006.

RESOLUTION #54

WAIVING OF BUILDING PERMIT FEES FOR 90 DAYS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez to waive all building permit fees for a period of 90 days starting on July 12, 2006. With the exception that violators will be cited and must pay for the permit if work was done prior to July 12, 2006 and no permit was filed at that time. All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betencourt asked when the last geographic study was done? He is concerned with sinkholes after the flood.

Rodriguez-Betencourt also expressed a concern for getting patients from one side of the river to the other during a flood. He suggested setting up a mini-hospital on the opposite side of the river for emergencies during a flood.  

Councilwoman Boyd questioned where can individual go for help with water heaters and furnaces. The Board agreed that they should contact NYSEG.

Attorney Wood reported that the County has finalized Dollar General plans and Dollar General has the paperwork now. He will meet with them again on Thursday.

Councilman Armstrong questioned Supervisor Meredith about the status of the Composting Facility as to whether it was up and operational. The Board would like to tour the facility again.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #54

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betencourt to approval the bills as presented. All in favor, motion carried.


General Fund A
#117-134
$3,925.36


OV Fund B

#5-6

$2,178.40


General Hwy DA
#73-81

$5,699.79


OV Hwy DB

#25-31

$142,712.55

OTHER BUSINESS:

Tom Evans presented to the Board a Land Acquisition proposal for property located on County Route 21 by the Plymouth Church. He pulled the deed and has done some research on the parcel. This is a straight purchase and meets the criteria for an acquisition. This is one lot, but will have two numbers because the property is in two townships. The Town of Walton has 3.6 acres and the remaining 76 acres are in the Town of Franklin. The acquisition has the following recreation proposal: big game hunting, hiking, and fishing.  Supervisor Meredith questioned about the snowmobile trails. Mr. Evans made mention of the snowmobile trails and re-evaluation of the recreation uses. This will be reviewed by the Supervisor and signed upon his approval.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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