TOWN BOARD MEETING

September 12, 2006

6:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt (arrived at 6:30), Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Town Attorney, Frank Wood, Town Clerk, Ronda Williams

ABSENT:


Cheryl Boyd
OTHERS PRESENT:
Bob Cairns – Walton Reporter, Maureen Wacha, Steve Hodge, Greg Waldron, and Tom Evans- County Planning
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE:
Supervisor Meredith led the Pledge of Allegiance
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION #59

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the August 8th and August 29th minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

Greg Waldron took the floor asking if the Board had held a public hearing on the Comprehensive Plan? Supervisor Meredith informed Mr. Waldron that one has been held and tonight’s meeting will be the vote. Mr. Waldron went on to state his concern with NYC purchasing land in the Town of Walton and would ask that the plan take these purchases under some type of review process before acting on it. Supervisor Meredith stated that the Planning Department has done quite a bit of this work already. Mr. Waldron went on to state, “Other states have adopted anti-eminent domain and although what NYC is doing is not called eminent domain because of a willing seller, but collective consequences it is still a form of constructive eminent domain.” Supervisor Meredith stated that the Board has a say about conservation easements and the DEP has just responded back from a letter but basically they are not going to listen. With the Watershed Ag. Council there seems to be a back door policy and the board is not aware of them until they are done.

Steven Hodge asked the Board “Now that the old highway garage is gone is there plans for additional cold storage?” Supervisor Meredith responded that currently there is not.

Tom Evans from County Planning asked the Board where they are with the adoption of the Comprehensive Plan and the Hazard Mitigation Plan? Supervisor Meredith asked Mr. Evans to explain the Hazard Mitigation Plan a little more.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel stated that he submitted a budget amount and would like the Board to take it into careful consideration. He also stated he would like to be more involved in the budget process this year. He has proposed for a cold storage building in the budget request.

Reported that rip-rap work has started but will not have time to finish before the end of the month deadline. 

Reported that he is checking into a Soil & Water Program (EWP) for flood damage.

Reported that the Pac/Pal team has been on Marvin Hollow and will continue on more roads this week.

Presented the Board with the Inventory Equipment Form and will be on file in the Town Clerk’s Office. The Supervisor questioned if the office furniture had been added. Geidel responded, “yes! and stated that the clerk requested this information last year as well.”

Geidel questioned as to whether or not bids have come back for the debris clean up of the trees. Supervisor Meredith stated, no and suggested advertising it in the paper.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

I reported that the enumeration has brought in an additional 84 dogs and that the rabies clinic served 92 dogs and 26 cats. 

Reported that any dog found unlicensed now will be ticketed from the Dog Control Officer and a $25.00 fine will be imposed.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith asked Attorney Wood to speak on the progress of Dollar General. Attorney Wood stated that now that the old highway garage is down, he would contact the engineer and ask for the remaining $12,000.00.  All the papers have been recorded in the County Clerk’s Office.

Councilman Armstrong asked if the bridge crew’s water supply would be affected by the building demolition? After a discussion, the board felt that this would not be a problem. 

Supervisor Meredith reported on his financial report. Councilman Dolph stated, “good job on maximizing the CD interest.”

Supervisor Meredith reviewed the mid-year budget report and asked if there were any questions.

Presented the Board with a diagram of the tentative cell tower location.

Reported that the Small Cities Grant was denied once again this year.

Reported that the hold up on Union Contract Negotiations is over health insurance and will be contacting the committee.

The Board discussed and set dates for a Special Board meeting on September 27th at 6:00 p.m. for approval of vouchers and a budget workshop on October 19th at 6:00 p.m. The Board will schedule more workshops as needed and the Public Hearing will take place before the regular meeting on November 14th at 6:00 p.m.

RESOLUTION #60

NEGATIVE DECLARATION

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to approve the Negative Declaration as presented to the Board by Tom Evans – County Planning Department. The Negative Declaration is pursuant to Part 617 of the implementing regulations pertaining to Article 8 (State Environmental Quality Review Act) of the Environmental Conservation Law. Vote; 4 ayes, Armstrong, Dolph, Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Supervisor Meredith. 0 nays. 1 absent. Motion carried.

The Board discussed the comprehensive plan with Tom Evans and after a lengthy discussion; the Board made some changes to the wording of land acquisitions and conservation easements then decided to go ahead with a vote.

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to approve the Comprehensive Plan with the changes agreed upon.

RESOLUTION # 61

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN


WHEREAS, the Town of Walton Town Board appointed the Town Planning Board as the Comprehensive Plan Committee; and


WHEREAS, the Planning Board prepared and, by resolution, referred the final draft of the updated Town of Walton Comprehensive Plan to the Town Board; and


WHEREAS, the Town Board held a public hearing on the final draft Plan on July 11, 2006 after being publicized at least 10 days in advance in the official community newspaper as required by Town Law ss272-1 6 (c); and


WHEREAS, the Town Board referred the final draft Plan to the Delaware County Planning Board at their November 2, 2005 meeting as required by s 239-m of the General Municipal Law. (Town law s 272-1 5 (b); and


WHEREAS, the adoption of a Comprehensive Plan is a Type I SEQRA action (Section 617.4 (b) 1 or 6 NYCRR Part 617), and a long EAF was completed by the Town Board and a Negative Declaration was issued:


NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Walton Town Board hereby adopts the updated Town of Walton Comprehensive Plan.



Vote: 




Ayes
Nays
Absent


Councilman Armstrong

X



Councilwoman Boyd




     X



Councilman Dolph


X



Councilman Rodriquez-Betancourt
X



Supervisor Meredith


X

Tom Evans – County Planning Department discussed and explained the  All-Hazards Mitigation Plan to the Board. The Board agreed to adopt the plan for the Town of Walton.

RESOLUTION #62

ALL-HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN

ADOPTION OF THE DELAWARE COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL ALL-HAZARDS MITIGATION PLAN


WHEREAS, Delaware County and the municipalities therein have identified a history of damages resulting from flooding, severe storms, winter storms, and other weather-related phenomena, and have recognized the potential for future damages resulting from natural, human-caused, and technological disasters, and


WHEREAS, an All-Hazards Mitigation Plan can provide recommendations to help prevent and minimize the damages resulting from such events, and


WHEREAS, the Delaware County Board of Supervisors determined in Resolution 107 of 2003 that a multi-jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan representing all the towns and villages in Delaware County would be more efficient to produce than each community drafting and adopting their own, and


WHEREAS, the Delaware County All-Hazards Steering Committee was formed to oversee preparation and adoption of the Plan in concert with the project consultant selected through and RFP process, Tetra Tech EMI, and


WHEREAS, the involved municipalities subsequently drafted the Plan in accordance with the requirements of the New York State Emergency Management Office (SEMO), the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000, and


WHEREAS, the Plan includes jurisdiction-specific recommendations to minimize the damages associated with natural, human-caused, and technological disasters, and


WHEREAS, the Plan has been made available for public review online at the Delaware County Planning Department Hazard Mitigation website (http://www.co.delaware.ny.us/depts/pln/HazardMitigation.htm) and by placement in municipal offices, the Delaware County Planning office, and local libraries, with notices published in five local newspapers, inviting public comment, and


WHEREAS, public meetings were hosted by the Steering Committee throughout the development of the Plan to discuss the contents of Plan with members of the public, and


WHEREAS, comments from the public and Steering Committee have been incorporated into the Plan, and


WHEREAS, the revised Plan is wholly supported by its reviewers, and 


WHEREAS, Delaware County has reviewed the Plan and affirms that the Plan will be updated no less than every five years, and


WHEREAS, the adoption of the Delaware County All-Hazards Mitigation Plan by municipalities is a Type II Action under the State Environmental Quality Review Act and will not result in a significant adverse environmental impact; now therefore be it


RESOLVED, by the Walton Town Board, that the Town of Walton adopts the Delaware County Multi-Jurisdictional All-Hazards Mitigation Plan as its All-Hazards Mitigation Plan, and resolves to execute the actions in the Plan.

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, second by Councilman Armstrong to adopt the All-Hazard Mitigation Plan as presented.

Upon a call for a vote on the resolution, the members of the Walton Town Board voted as follows:



Councilman Armstrong

_x_Aye  ___Nay



Councilwoman Boyd


___Aye  ___Nay
__X__Absent



Councilman Dolph


_x_Aye  ___Nay



Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt
_x_Aye  ___Nay



Supervisor Meredith


_x_Aye  ___Nay

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt informed the Board that he has been asked to be the Emergency Coordinator EMS Medical Director for the County.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt discussed Sidney Hospitals base wireless system and the possibilities of bringing something similar to Walton with the help of a grant.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to approve the vouchers as presented to the Board for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#152-167
$10,892.23





General Highway DA
#90-98

$ 4,684.81





OV Highway DB
#62-68

$20,965.16





Disaster Recovery H
#17-32

$401,205.18

ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.







Respectfully submitted,







Ronda Williams







Town Clerk
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