TOWN BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 13, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Bob Cairns – Walton Reporter, Ed Roche, Missy Oliver, Lucille Freyer, Maureen Wacha, Tyler Benson and Derek Benson

RESOLUTION #13

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the minutes from January 9, 2007 and January 24, 2007 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR:
Supervisor Meredith introduced Ed Roche from Project Recovery. Mr. Roche explained that Project Recovery is a FEMA funded mental health grant.  The project started in July 2006 after the June flood. There are four teams in the county: Deposit, Hancock, Sidney, and Walton. He explained that this is an outreach program that goes door to door to see how families are coping structurally and emotionally.


Mr. Roche informed the Board that the project is now focusing toward students in the school systems.


Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt asked if Project Recovery has been in contact with the hospital, for he was not aware of such a program? Mr. Roche informed Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt that he has been in contact with Cindy Gardepe from the hospital.


Councilman Dolph asked about contacting the Family Mental Health Center. Mr. Roche said he has not but will do so.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel commented that he believes the first real snowstorm of the season will be tomorrow. They have not used much sand or salt this year however, he anticipates a busy summer.

Geidel reported on the Nation Resource Conservation Services (NRCS) EWP program. He reported that crews came last week to assess the areas for riprap work that needs to be done. He presented the Board with a cost estimate from NRCS. This grant will pay 75% of the work however; the municipality or private landowners will have to come up with 25% of non-federal funds.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt questioned where the priorities would be and what the protection means? Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt suggested to Geidel to find this information out and report at the next meeting.

The Highway Committee recommends going out to bid for the purchase of a loader. The Trojan would be kept or traded in depending on the results of the bids. 

Geidel reported that he would move forward with the lift for the Highway Garage. Councilman Dolph checked with the insurance company and they have suggested adding it to the inventory list.

Geidel reported that he would go out to bid for stone, gravel, pipes, and installing of guide rails.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:





I reported that taxes are 73% collected as of this date.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that there are no monthly reports this month and will provide them once they are complete.

He reported on various mail received such as a letter from the Roxbury Art grant, the Best Program, and a denial letter from the insurance company on the water pipe damaged on East Brook Road.

He reported that the auditors have completed the town’s audit but will be back in April to do the FEMA audit.

Supervisor Meredith made an appointment of Thurston VanLoan to the Board of Assessment Review who was left off the January appointments in error.

RESOLUTION #14

APPOINTMENT OF BAR MEMBER
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong accepting the appointment of Thurston VanLoan to the Board of Assessment Review. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith reported that a CD came due for $2.5 million today. He would like to apply $1.5 million on the money borrowed from Wilber National Bank from the flood. The Board was in agreement to return $1.5 million to Wilber National Bank.

Supervisor Meredith reported that a letter was received from the NYC Department of Environmental Protection stating that they are moving forward with allowing the bluestone industry to remove stone from NYC property.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt expressed concern as to whether or not the DEP would allow loggers or quarrymen to denude the mountains?  The Board felt that the DEP has many stipulations, as this would not happen.

Supervisor Meredith presented a proposed local law to the board for the purpose of adopting the new rules and regulations for the administration and enforcement of the New York State Uniform Fire Prevention and Building Code.  A public hearing date was set for March 13, 2007 at 6:00 p.m. prior to the regular scheduled meeting. He will also have Mark Jacobs the Code Enforcement Officer address our fee schedule.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #15

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to accept the vouchers as presented and approve for payment. Vote all in favor, motion carried.


General Fund A

#23-50

$38,719.57


OV Fund B


#1

$3,500.00


General Highway DA

#11-22

$16,395.04


OV Highway DB

#5-6

$8,274.00

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to enter into executive session at 6:35 p.m. for Union Contract Negotiations.

Back in regular session at 7:06 p.m., no action taken in executive session. With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Walton Town Clerk
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