TOWN BOARD MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING

MARCH 1, 2007

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Attorney Frank Wood,
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m.

Highway Superintendent Geidel informed the Board that he received proposals from Keystone Associates and Delta Engineering for engineering work on South River Road and Budine Road that were damaged by the flood of 2006.  Town Attorney Frank Wood and Superintendent Geidel reviewed each proposal and after a limited liability clause was removed Superintendent Geidel recommended Keystone Associates. The Board was in agreement to have the engineering work done for both road sites in question.  Supervisor Meredith commented, “If the engineer comes back and states that the bridges are not safe to drive on, then we have something to go back to FEMA with.”

RESOLUTION #16

KEYSTONE ASSOCIATES PROPOSAL

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to accept the proposal submitted by Keystone Associates with an estimated fee of $74,000.00 for engineering services for South River Road and Budine Road. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith presented to the Board a boundary survey proposal from Keystone Associates for the remaining Town owned Water Street property.

RESOLUTION #17

WATER STREET BOUNDARY SURVEY PROPOSAL

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong accepting the proposal submitted by Keystone Associates for the surveying services on the remainder of the Water Street property for the fee of $950.00. All in favor, motion carried.

Superintended Geidel presented the Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) packets for the Board to review. The packets include the proposed sites that are determined eligible. Geidel would like Soil and Water Conservation to revisit 31 sites that he feels should be eligible.

Supervisor Meredith would like all Board members to have a copy of the map showing the eligible Emergency Watershed Protection Program (EWP) sites.

Councilman Armstrong suggested that the Town should be careful with what work gets done so not to over burden the taxpayers.

Councilman Dolph was concerned with entering landowner’s property and how to prioritize which eligible sites would get done if the Town did not do all of them. Dolph commented that the Superintendent’s guidance would be needed to determine which ones are priorities.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that all corrections to the Union Contract that were requested have been made.

RESOLUTION #18

TEAMSTERS LOCAL UNION 693 CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to accept the Union Contract as presented and grant permission to Supervisor Meredith to sign the contract that shall be effective retroactively to January 1, 2006 and shall remain in full force through December 31, 2009. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith presented to the Board the 41(j) proposal for the allowance of unused sick leave credits with an additional cost of $434. Full description of benefit at the end of the minutes.

RESOLUTION #19

41(j) PROPOSAL

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to elect to provide the additional pension benefits of Section 41(j) of the Retirement and Social Security Law, as presently or hereafter amended. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith presented to the Board the Municipal Employer Participation Agreement between the Teamsters Local Union and the Town of Walton. This agreement is for the Health and Hospital Fund insurance benefits and premiums.

RESOLUTION #20
MUNICIPAL EMPLOYER PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to grant permission to Supervisor Meredith to enter into the participation agreement with the New York State Teamsters Council Health and Hospital Fund for the collective bargaining agreement 1/1/2006 – 12/31/2009. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith requested permission from the Board to submit a ballot for Executive Committee of the Coalition of Watershed Towns.

RESOLUTION #21

BALLOT FOR COALITION OF WATERSHED TOWNS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph granting Supervisor Meredith to submit a ballot for Executive Committee of the Coalition of Watershed Towns. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board of his intentions to repay $1.5 million of FEMA reimbursement money and apply it to the money borrowed for the flood from Wilber National Bank. 

RESOLUTION #22

REPAY BORROWED FLOOD MONEY

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd granting Supervisor Meredith permission to repay $1.5 million of borrowed flood money to Wilber National Bank. All in favor, motion carried.

Further discussion took place on the EWP grants and project sites. Councilman Armstrong spoke of his concerns as to when and if all FEMA money will come in. He is hesitant to have the Town take on too much and not receive all the anticipated reimbursement from FEMA. 

Councilman Dolph is also concerned about contractors that are equipped to do the work within the time frame allowed, noting that this in not just happening in the Town of Walton.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams








Walton Town Clerk
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