TOWN BOARD MEETING

September 11, 2007

6:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt (arrived at 6:30 p.m.) Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:

Robert Carins – The Walton Reporter and Rich Morley

The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Meredith who led the Board with a Moment of Silence in remembrance of the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001.

RESOLUTION # 59

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to accept the minutes from July 31, 2007 and August 7, 2007 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Deputy Mayor Rich Morley announced to the Board that at last evenings village board meeting he made a motion, that passed, that the village is offering the use of their water towers for emergency antennas free of charge to whoever would like to use them. “It’s my hope that this will help us along with our negotiations and move the process forward.” 

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that there are three more large projects that have work to be completed. After these three projects are closed out by FEMA then the only item left will be the Keer’s Creek tunnel project and South River Road culvert.

Reported that he has presented to the Town Clerk the Annual Highway Inventory Report.

Informed the Board that the lease agreement with Matthew MacGibbon has been drafted. Attorney Frank Wood explained the lease agreement to the Board and the fact that the property had not been transferred from the grandparents into the grandson’s name.  Highway Superintended has offered Mr. MacGibbon $1.00 per yard in the agreement. Attorney Wood has asked the Board for permission to move forward with the lease to finalize it and start the permitting paperwork.

RESOLUTION #60

MACGIBBON MINE LEASE

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd granting the Highway Superintended and Attorney Wood to finalize and execute the lease agreement with Matthew MacGibbon. All in favor, motion carried.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:





Nothing to report.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Supervisor Meredith reported on the financial reports and commented that FEMA payments are still slow. Superintendent Geidel stated that he believes $30,000 is still needed to finish the projects he spoke about.

Reported that the budget will be filed with the Town Clerk and a schedule for the public hearing and workshops will need to be done. He stated that budget information would be sent to the departments via e-mail.

Reviewed the Bond with Delaware National Bank of Delhi worksheet, showing the savings of $55,687.00 in interest by paying the bond off this year.

Supervisor Meredith explained the need for budget amendment, presented to the Board. He stated that the building equipment was over spent due to grant monies not yet received for the copier purchased and the celebrations line was due to more grave stone markers purchased. He also reported that $12,000 would be transferred from the Highway Equipment fund into the Highway Equipment Capital Reserve fund.

RESOLUTION #61

BUDGET AMENDMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to approve the budget amendments as presented to the Board. All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith reviewed a letter received from the NYC Department of Environmental Protection stating that they have opened certain city water supply lands for certain recreation such as hunting, hiking, and hiking with A/P. The property is near Fish Brook Road.

Informed the Board that the New Hope Church will have a dedication ceremony and all are invited.

Supervisor Meredith reviewed the engineering survey for Murphy Hill Road and stated that the CWC will be paying for the survey. He then asked Highway Superintendent Geidel to explain the project to the Board. 

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that the 2006 Financial Report has been completed along with the FEMA audit that was required and provided each member with a copy.

Supervisor Meredith reported that a health issue complaint about rats in a home on Marvin Hollow Road is being worked on.

Supervisor Meredith reported that he has a proposal for an Employee Handbook and would like the Board to review it and talk about it next month. He feels it is a good step to take.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph asked the Board to inquire with the County about them donating or selling a strip of land for a road to gain access to the Town property off of Water Street. Supervisor Meredith said he would approach them at tomorrows Board of Supervisor’s Meeting.

Supervisor Meredith presented an Appreciation Certificate to the Town from Delaware County for participating in the CDO Workforce Program.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #62

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong to approve the vouchers as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#179-194
$  14,493.68

OV Fund B

#7

$         33.29

General Highway DA #85-99

$    8,793.37

OV Highway DB
#47-55

$  47,915.37

Disaster Recovery H
#34-41

$307,173.27

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

At 6:25 p.m., Supervisor Meredith made a motion to enter into executive session for litigation in regards to the cell tower; motion was seconded by Councilman Armstrong. All in favor, motion carried.

Back in regular session at 7:30 p.m.

RESOLUTION #63

AUTHORIZE LITIGATION
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to authorized Attorney Kevin Young to proceed with litigation in regards to the stop work order issued on the cell tower. All in favor, motion carried.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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