TOWN BOARD MEETING

October 27, 2008

Special Meeting

5:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt arrived at 5:50 p.m.

Supervisor Meredith called the budget workshop to order at 5:05 p.m. and asked the Board if they had any questions on the line items?

Councilman Dolph questioned if Hamden’s portion of the full-time Sole Assessor amount has increased?  Supervisor Meredith stated yes, but retirement has gone down so much that salary will be about the same over all.

Councilman Armstrong questioned if the 3% salary increase was the same across the board? Supervisor Meredith stated yes.  Councilman Armstrong commented that he is aware that Mark Jacobs would prefer an increase in insurance then salary.

Councilman Dolph questioned if A1620.4 actual for 2007 was high due to grants.  Supervisor Meredith stated yes, and increased that line item for heat and the increase in water rates.

Councilman Armstrong pointed out that the Dog Control salary was the same as last year.  Supervisor Meredith stated he would make the $ 180.00 correction.  Supervisor Meredith stated that the Town of Colchester contacted him about sharing the dog control officer position.  He stated that John Esposito was amicable of the idea.  Councilman Dolph stated he wanted to review the Animal Shelter contract when received and possibly change the collection amount.

It was agreed upon to lower the A9010.8 State Retirement by $500.00.

Councilman Armstrong stated he was not in favor of a cold storage building as requested by the Superintendent of Highways.  He stated, it was a good idea to have the equipment out of the weather but not for $100,000 and would rather see a lean-to added to the side of the salt shed.

Supervisor Meredith stated that the Walton Historical Society will take over the Civil War and therefore will leave the line item the same. He read a letter from the Village of Walton requesting $27,000 for shared recreation.  The Board was in agreement to leave the line item the same as last year.

Councilwoman Boyd questioned if the snow removal budget request was figured on the higher gas prices?  Supervisor Meredith stated, it was but he has reduced that line already.

Superintendent Geidel stated he should be fine with sand for the winter.  Supervisor Meredith stated he would rather Geidel purchase the sand now and stockpile it, then to have to purchase in the middle of the busy time.  The Board reduced the sand budget line to $145,000 and the DA9060.8 Health Insurance to $51,000. 

The overall budget was down 7.23% due to CHIPS money however, the tax levy was up 5.73%, and this would increase the tax rate per 1000 of assessment by 4.98% or $ .77 increase per 1000 from last year.

RESOLUTION #72 

ADOPTION OF 2009 PRELIMINARY BUDGET

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to move from the Tentative Budget to the Preliminary Budget upon the suggested corrections.  All in favor, motion carried.






Respectfully submitted,





Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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