TOWN BOARD MEETING

December 9, 2008

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Eileen & John Esposito – T J E Productions, Ivan Orisek, Rich Otis, Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Gil Williams, Maureen Wacha, and Erin Boyd

RESOLUTION #77
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the minutes from the November 10, 2008 meeting as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

Rich Otis of Rally New York thanked the Board and the Walton community for their support during the recent Rally New York race.  Mr. Otis stated there were no injuries nor did he receive any negative feedback.  He also stated that the events at the Walton Fair grounds were a success and that the Boy Scouts made out well.

Ivan Orisek approached the Board and thanked them as well, stating that the event was published all over the world.  He received positive responses from the competitors and noted they all complimented the beauty of this area.

Mr. Orisek stated he would like to return for future events and provided a map of the roads of interest to him for a spring and fall event.  Supervisor Meredith stated that an informational meeting would need to be scheduled for the residents living on the roads in question and stated he would advertise of this meeting.

Mr. Orisek requested that this meeting be held soon so that a resolution could be done by January for a multi-year event. He also requested permission to hold a ½ day event in June or September and stated this would be done on Chase & Carcass Brook Road.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent Geidel reported that the Daewoo loader is back from being repaired and seems to be working well.

Reported that diesel prices are lower at the local convenience stores than that purchased from Mirabito. His department will be using the Voyager Cards for now.

Reported that Delta-Engineers have finished the Highway Maintenance Project and have missed 10 roads and other data.  He has forward that information onto Spencer DeVaul at Delaware County Planning.

Reported that his intentions were to replace two smaller trucks from the $100,000 budgeted for 2009.  A 10-wheel truck will be purchased instead.  Purchasing now will save money then when the new emissions requirements coming out in 2010.  Supervisor Meredith suggested sending out bids in January if the Highway Committee was in favor.

Reported that a contract has been received due to the DEC engineer requirements for the water tank separator for the SPEDES permit renewal at the Highway Garage.  Attorney Wood stated that the proposal contains a questionable limitation of liability statement and would like to have it removed.  Supervisor Meredith suggested tabling the proposal allowing Attorney Wood time to contact C&S Engineers to propose the change.  

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that information was received for a Water Law training for those interested in attending.

Reported that there are currently 46 dog licenses past due.

Reported that tax season will be starting soon. Councilman Dolph questioned if the County was working with me on the tax software this time?  I informed Councilman Dolph I would know more after the tax collection meeting on Friday.

Reported that the new BAS Clerk software is up and running and able to provide better accounting and quicker retrieval of records.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reviewed Financial Reports.

Councilman Dolph questioned how much FEMA money is still out?  Supervisor Meredith stated approximately $800,000.

Superintendent Geidel questioned if the tunnel project has been closed out yet?  Supervisor Meredith stated there is minor work yet to be done.

Councilman Dolph questioned if Supervisor Meredith received information for the accountant on the assets sheet requirement?  Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that there was question from the Village Accountant as to if the Town was fully GASB compliant.  Supervisor Meredith stated that we are GASB compliant but the accountant misread the year as to when the assets sheet was to be added to the report. “It will be added next year”. 

Supervisor Meredith stated a meeting was held about the bridge between Robinson’s Auction Barn and TA’s Restaurant.  The meeting was a result of a letter written by him on behalf of the town to protect the work that had been done upstream. Soil and Water gave information as to a new design.  The project will cost more than $1 million but not more than $2 million.  Supervisor Meredith stated NYS DOT currently does not have the funds but the ball is rolling.

Reported on the channel changes through Time Warner, stating WCNY Cable channel 12 and replacing with Shop NBC.  WSYR channel 13 with a 24-hour News channel.

Reported that the insurance carrier has recommended an Internet Safety policy.  Supervisor Meredith stated he would follow up with it.

Reported that the Coalition of Watershed Towns has presented two resolutions.  One is for the new DEP stormwater and wastewater regulations and the other is requesting that no additional regulation be put on the watershed for natural gas drilling then the rest of the state.

Reported that information has been received from the DEP showing the lands that have been opened for public access.  Supervisor Meredith pointed out that only one parcel was open in Walton out of the 700 acres owned in the town.  He stated he would send a letter stating noting the unfair coverage for this area.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:





None reported

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #78

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd approving the vouchers as presented for payment.   All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#300-322
$6,300.96

OV Fund B

#20-21

$426.15

General Hwy. DA
#133-150
$31,853.29

OV Hwy. DB

#60-64

$1,175.67

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith stated that the first meeting of 2009 would be held on January 13th.

OLD BUSINESS:

Attorney Wood stated he compared the old Time Warner Franchise agreement with the new agreement and recommends having the old agreement extended as stated in that agreement.  Attorney Wood pointed out several differences between the two agreements such as the reduction of free cable service to the municipality, the difference in the franchise fee, as well as maintaining a local office.  Attorney Wood was given permission to pursue extension of the old agreement.  Discussion took place to seek other business services.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:55 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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