TOWN BOARD MEETING

FEBRUARY 12, 2008

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Dick Dumond, Lindsay Dumond, Eileen & John Esposito, Georgiana McCall, Niles Wilson, Paul Endress, Tom Evans, Maureen Wacha, Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter, and Theresa O’Leary


APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION #9
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the minutes from January 3,8, & 9, 2008 as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:


Tom Evan, Delaware County Planning presented proposed amendments to address wind towers with the current Zoning Ordinance. These proposed amendments will be added to the current zoning upon the review and approval of the Board. Mr. Evans requested comments or changes to be addressed to him.  Mr. Evans will assist with the public hearing and SEQRA review.


Supervisor Meredith noted that he had some changes and would like to schedule a tentative public workshop for March 1, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.


John Esposito, Walton Dog Control Officer, approached the Board with a proposal requiring residents to obtain a kennel license for those boarding dogs in the Town of Walton. Mr. Esposito feels it is necessary to monitor the kennels for cleanliness and to make sure the boarded dogs are licensed. It would also generate income for the town. 


Supervisor Meredith informed Mr. Esposito that the proposal would need to be directed to the Planning Board. Supervisor Meredith stated that New York State is the most regulated state in the Country, why do they not have regulations on this? Mr. Esposito stated he spoke with a lawyer from Ag. & Market and they stated no.  Councilwoman Boyd questioned why create more bureaucracy? Supervisor Meredith stated the Board should look into it. 


Supervisor Meredith instructed the Town Clerk to provide the Planning Board with the proposal from Mr. Esposito.

FLOOR TIME:


Theresa O’Leary approached the Board and stated she would like to clear up a quote from Supervisor Meredith that was in the newspaper concerning the electric lines for the cell tower not being able to cross the village water lines. The Public Works Supervisor wanted to correct the record. Mrs. O’Leary stated, what he said was that he needed to see your scamatics where it was going to go. He never intended not to cooperate he just need to have more information so he would know there would be no safety problem with the water.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Superintendent reported that he met with John Camp from C&S Engineering on some storm water projects.  

Reported that he received 18 more permits from the Army Corp. for FEMA projects.

Reported on the highway fleet and the challenge to keep them up and running.

Informed he will go out to bid for stone and sluice pipes. 

Reported that FEMA & SEMO were here to go over the back up documents.  He feels we are still waiting for approximately 3 million in reimbursement.

Supervisor Meredith stated that Senator Clinton’s office phoned and asked how the Town was doing on FEMA reimbursement? Supervisor Meredith stated, “Better then before.” 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Requested permission to dispose of the obsolete records that have met the NYS Records Retention and Disposition Schedule.

RESOLUTION #10

DISPOSAL OF RECORDS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph granting permission to dispose of the records as presented to the Board. All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that a representative from Individuals for Disabilities would like to use the boardroom every other Tuesday for a long-term basis. The Board questioned the organization and if I had any other information. I informed them that I did not but would contact the representative to obtain more.

Reported that we currently have 31 dog licenses past due and I have collected 73% of the tax levy.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported on his December Financial Report. Stated that January and February reports will be available next month.

Reported on the Kerr’s Creek Tunnel project. Stated that RMS has finished their work and because there is more material then what the County projected it is necessary to do a Change Work Order. Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that the increase of $40,719.00 is still FEMA reimbursable.

RESOLUTION #11

KERR’S CREEK CHANGE WORK ORDER
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to proceed with the Change Work Order for the Kiers Creek Tunnel project. All in favor, motion carried.

Reported to the Board that he had received a letter from Thomas Blanchard of the DEC who stated that the Negative Declaration that was done on the cell tower was invalid. Supervisor Meredith had the company engineering whom did the study respond to Mr. Blanchard’s letter. Supervisor received notification that there was a communication error on DEC’s part and the Negative Declaration is fine.

Reported that there are two options for the electric for the cell tower and will email the board with the results.

Reported that due to an error on the tax bills at the County level, the Walton Fire District will be short $21,813.00. The Town will need to make a loan to the Fire Department for one year and next year the clerk will tack on the loan amount to be collected with next years taxes.

RESOLUTION #12

WALTON FIRE DISTRICT TAX LEVY LOAN

LOAN TO WALTON FIRE DISTRICT

Whereas, there was a clerical error of input of the Town of Walton tax levy, which caused the 2007 tax levy amount to be collected instead of the 2008 amount, and

Whereas, the Walton Fire District will be short by $21, 813.00 due to this error, and

Whereas, the Town of Walton will make a one-year loan to the Walton Fire District form the Town’s General Fund so that they can operate throughout the year.

Therefore Be It Resolved, that the Walton Town Board authorizes the Town Supervisor to pay the Walton Fire District $21, 813.00 for the period of one year, at which the Delaware County Clerk of the Board will add this amount to the taxes to be intercepted by the Walton Town Supervisor in January 2009.

Be it Further Resolved, a copy of this resolution shall be sent to the Walton Fire District Board of Commissioners and the Delaware County Clerk of the Board.




___5___ayes


___0___nays

Reported on the Final Budget Amendments for 2007. Reviewed the amendments with the Board. Attached to the minute book.

RESOLUTION #13

2007 FINAL BUDGET AMENDMENTS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the budget amendments as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

Presented the Board with a proposed local law for the Cold War Veterans exemption for the Town of Walton. He informed the Board that the Public Hearing would be held on March 11, 2008 at 5:45 p.m. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Personnel Committee: Councilwoman Boyd provided the Board with a draft copy of the Employee Handbook and advised the Board to review the draft before the next meeting.

Insurance Committee: Councilman Dolph informed the Board that the Town has renewed the insurance policy with Mang Ins.  There were a couple of deciding factors such as; the other bid was not received on time and had an advantage to Mang’s proposal amount that was published in the paper and if the Town left a NYMIR it would be costly to join again.

Negotiations Committee: Councilman Armstrong reported that the committee met with the Union and is proposing a change to Article XIII –Health Insurance. The proposal is for a $5,000 pool that will allow the money to be divided equally among eligible employees.  Councilman Armstrong recommends adopting the proposal.

RESOLUTION #14

ARTICLE XIII- HEALTH INSURANCE

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to adopt the health insurance proposal as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

Highway Committee: Councilman Armstrong reported on the new 10-wheel truck bid and received only one response.

Tracey Road Equipment $122,544.00

 (Truck Cab & Chassis)

Wayne’s Welding $65,720.00 

(Snow Equipment)

Discussion took place as to whether or not to go back out to bid. Supervisor Meredith suggested accepting the bid contingent to Superintendent Geidel contacting OGS and see if the State bid is equal to the bid received.

RESOLUTION #15

10-WHEEL TANDEM TRUCK BID

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the bid from Tracey Road Equipment for $122,544.00 and Wayne’s Welding for $65,720.00 contingent that the State bid price is not lower then Tracey Road Equipment bid. All in favor, motion carried.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #16

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd to accept the vouchers as presented and approve for payment. All in favor, motion carried.


General Fund A
#10-63

$13,888.11


General Highway DA
#1-18

$51,393.99


Disaster Recovery H
#1-4

$118,208.85

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith presented a contract from C&S Engineers to finalize the Murphy Hill Road project. Supervisor Meredith is seeking permission to sign the contract with C&S Engineers that will allow them to take care of the procedures to finalize the project.

RESOLUTION #17

C&S ENGINEERS CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission to Supervisor Meredith to enter into a contract with C&S Engineers. All in favor, motion carried.

Attorney Wood presented an Estoppel Certificate from JNS Enterprises. Attorney Wood explained that JNS would like the Town of Walton to sign an acknowledgement that they are in compliance with the Master Management Agreement with the Town of Walton. 

RESOLUTION #18

ESTOPPEL CERTIFICATE FOR JNS

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Dolph granting permission for Supervisor Meredith to sign an Estoppel Certificate with JNS Enterprises.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:47 p.m.





Respectfully submitted,





Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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