TOWN BOARD MEETING

APRIL 8, 2008

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

ABSENT:
Councilwoman Cheryl Boyd and Town Attorney Frank Wood

OTHERS PRESENT:
Eileen & John Esposito – T J E Productions, Bob Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Patrick Meredith, and Maureen Wacha

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

RESOLUTION #26
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the minutes from March 11, 2008 as presented. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Maureen Wacha informed the Board about a follow up to the NYC Land Acquisition Awareness night sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce. They are now providing sample opposition letters that residents can send to State Officials. The letters are available at the Town and Village Halls.



Mrs. Wacha also informed the Board that during the Chamber’s Free Night of Entertainment at the Walton Theater, there would be a free shuttle service by Buchanan Transport from the Bus Garage parking lot and Robinson’s Auction Barn from 6:00 – 6:45 p.m. and again after the event.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Informed the Board that after he and the Highway Committee reviewed 3 quotes for a pressure washer, he will purchase one from VanBuren Enterprise for $4,007.00.

Requested permission to attend a Highway School in June.

RESOLUTION #27

APPROVAL TO ATTEND HIGHWAY SCHOOL

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting permission for Highway Superintendent Geidel to attend the annual Highway School in June. All in favor, motion carried.

Informed the Board that due to the 2006 flood, the Delaware County Planning Department amended the grant for the Highway Management Plan so that the inventory can be performed again. This is needed since most of the data that was collected before June of 2006 has moved or changed.  The town will contract with Delta Engineering to assist with the update. Superintendent Geidel requested permission to approve the contract after review by Town Attorney and any corrections he may have. 

RESOLUTION #28

CONTRACT WITH DELTA ENGINEERING

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to approve the contract with Delta Engineering with review by Town Attorney and any corrections he may have.

Superintendent Geidel has located a 1993 Chevy pickup truck in Pennsylvania for $500.00 from the Federal Surplus Equipment list. If selected as the recipient, he is seeking permission to purchase the truck and permits necessary to transport the truck back to Walton.

RESOLUTION #29
PERMISSION TO PURCHASE 1993 CHEVY PICKUP TRUCK


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to purchase a 1993 Chevy pickup truck and permits necessary to transport the truck back to Walton.


Superintendent Geidel requested permission to hire a temporary employee. Supervisor Meredith questioned if the employee would be a labor or MEO? Geidel responded,  “Truck driver”. Supervisor Meredith stated he would check on benefits and stated he could not create the position until the funds have been transferred. Councilman Dolph suggested making sure the employee is informed that the position is temporary. Supervisor Meredith questioned if the employee would be used just for summer help. Geidel responded, “Yes”.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Informed the Board that Local Law #1 of 2008 for Cold War Veterans exemption has been received by the Secretary of State and is now in effect.

Reported that I am 86% collected on the tax levy and April 30, 2008 will be the last day for taxpayers to pay their taxes at the Town level.

Reported that 31 dog licenses are currently past due. I have been informed by the Delaware County Public Health on 3 different dates in April, they will hold free rabies clinics in the area.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reported on his March Financial Report.

Reported that the money from the Justice grant has been received and thanked Councilman Dolph for his work in obtaining the grants each year.

Reported that the Big Buddy program would like to attend a meeting to inform the Board of their program. He will invite them to a meeting.

Reported that T J E Productions has invited the Board to march in the Civil War parade at 10:00 a.m. on May 24, 2008. 

Provided the Board with a letter from a local farm magazine on wind turbines “Love Them or Hate Them”.

Reported that the Department of Emergency Services has sent a request that the Town of Walton approve an MOA with the County to implement the National Incident Management System (NIMS). This will qualify the Town of Walton to request FEMA services in the future.

IMPLEMENTING THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM

WHEREAS, In Homeland Security Directive (HSPD)-5, the President directed the Secretary of the Department of Homeland Security to develop and administer a National Incident Management System (NIMS), which would provide a consistent nationwide approach for federal, state, local and tribal governments to work together more effectively and efficiently to prevent, prepare for, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents, regardless of cause, size or complexity; and

WHEREAS, the collective input and guidance from all federal, state, local and tribal homeland security partners has been, and will continue to be, vital to the development, effective implementation and utilization of a comprehensive NIMS; and

WHEREAS, it is necessary that all federal, state, local, and tribal emergency management agencies and personnel coordinate their efforts to effectively and efficiently provide the highest levels of incident management; and 

WHEREAS, to facilitate the most efficient and effective incident management it is critical that federal, state, local, and tribal organizations utilize standardized terminology, standardized organizational structures, uniform personnel qualification standards, uniform standards for planning, training, and exercising, comprehensive resource management, and designated incident facilities during emergencies or disasters; and

WHEREAS, the NIMS standardized procedures for managing personnel, communications, facilities and resources will improve the state’s ability to utilize federal funding to enhance local and state agency readiness, maintain first responder safety, and streamline incident management processes; and

WHEREAS, the Incident Command System components of NIMS are already an integral part of various incident management activities throughout the state, including all public safety and emergency response organizations training programs; and

WHEREAS, the National commission of Terrorist Attacks (9-11 Commission) recommended 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM WILL BE UTILIZED FOR ALL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT LOCATED WITHIN THE TOWN OF WALTON.

RESOLUTION #30
IMPLEMENT THE NATIONAL INCIDENT MANAGEMENT SYSTEM


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to enter into an MOA with the Department of Emergency Services to implement the National Incident Management System (NIMS) for the Town of Walton. All in favor, motion carried.


Reported that a response has come back from the DEP from the letter he had sent requesting the 40 acres on South River Road to be opened for recreational uses. They have responded that they will take our recommendation into consideration but currently will not be opening that parcel for the requested recreational use. Supervisor Meredith would like the Boards approval to respond and fight for those recreational uses. The Board was in favor.


Reported on the FEMA accounting and requested permission to pay $750,000 from the account for an early principal payment toward the Revenue Anticipation Note.  The remaining account balance of just under $90,000.00 could be used for any other incidental work that may come up until more FEMA money arrives.  The balance of FEMA debt is $1.25 million.

RESOLUTION #31
REVENUE ANTICIPATION NOTE EARLY PAYMENT


A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting Supervisor Meredith permission to make a $750,000.00 early principal payment on the Revenue Anticipation Note. All in favor, motion carried.


With no discussion from the Public Hearing, the following resolution was offered:

AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF AN APPLICATION FOR SINGLE PURPOSE

SMALL CITIES COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the Housing and Community Development Act of 1977, as amended authorizes 

making federal grant funds to eligible units of government for the purpose of carrying out

programs developed so as to give maximum feasible priority to activities, which will benefit

low and moderate income families or prevent or eliminate slums or blights; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Walton has been invited by the New York State Office for Small Cities to submit an application for funding for an eligible project or activities which meet the community development needs of the Town; and

WHEREAS, the Town Council of the Town of Walton deems it to be necessary and in the public interest to apply for a single purpose grant program under the New York State Small Cities Community Development program to pursue certain ongoing community development activities relating to housing rehabilitation for low to moderate income home owners; and

WHEREAS, the Housing and Community Development Act of 1977, as amended, and the New York State Office for Small Cities require the municipality to give certain assurances with respect to the acceptance of community development funds.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Town Council of the Town of Walton as follow:

SECTION I
The filing of an application by the Town of Walton for Small Cities CDBG funds in the amount of $400,000 and the same be hereby approved.

SECTION II
The Town Supervisor, as Chief Executive Officer, is hereby authorized and directed to:

(a)
File said application with the New York State Office for Small Cities; and

(b)
Serve as the authorized representative of the Town of Walton in connection with the application and to provide such additional information as may be required.

SECTION III
The Governor of New York, the Secretary of HUD, and all the other interested parties be and are hereby assured of full compliance by the Town of Walton with the assurances attached hereto and made a part hereof.

SECTION IV
That upon approval of the Small Cities CDBG funding application, the Town Supervisor be and is hereby authorized and empowered on behalf of the Town of Walton to execute same.

SECTION V
This resolution shall take effect immediately.

RESOLUTION #32

SMALL CITIES BLOCK GRANT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt authorizing Supervisor Meredith to file an application for single purpose Small Cities Community Development Block Grant Program for housing rehabilitation. All in favor, motion carried. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph informed the Board that a complaint had come in about a house on the corner of Bobs Brook Road and Walton Mountain Road of garbage and debris all over the property.  The matter has been turned over to the Code Enforcement Officer.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #33

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers for payment as submitted. All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#89-113
$10,416.06

OV Fund B

#4-5

$239.76

General Highway DA
#33-48

$7,693.42

OV Highway DB
#4-7

$27,909.23

Flood Recovery H
#5

$9,692.66

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith set a tentative date of May 6, 2008 at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose of holding a Town Board workshop on wind turbines regulations.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:35 p.m.








Respectfully submitted,








Ronda Williams








Town Clerk
1

