TOWN BOARD MEETING

SPECIAL MEETING

MAY 6, 2008

6:30 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Skip Brennan, Steve Hodge, Nicole Franzese, Patrick Meredith, Andrew Rutherford, Hartley Russell, Thomas Shepstone, and Gale Sheridan

ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt


Supervisor Meredith called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. and introduced guest speakers

Thomas Shepstone – Shepstone Management Company, Nicole Franzese – Delaware County

Planning, Skip Brennan and Hartley Russell – Delaware County Electric Co-op.

An updated Town of Walton Zoning Amendments for Wind Generation was provided to the Board and public. 

Mr. Shepstone gave a slide presentation on wind power generation.  He pointed out

how wind power is the fastest growing source of energy in the last 5 years and New York State

is ranked 15th in wind potential.  Mr. Shepstone gave a detailed presentation giving special

attention to pictures showing the scenic impact of the wind turbines on a mountain ridge in

Pennsylvania and how they blend into the horizon with the white and blue sky.

(Some scenery photos have been eliminated to incorporate presentation into the minutes) 

[image: image1.wmf]
[image: image2.wmf]
[image: image3.wmf]
[image: image4.png]



[image: image5.wmf]
[image: image6.wmf]
[image: image7.wmf]
[image: image8.wmf]
[image: image9.wmf]
[image: image10.wmf]
[image: image11.wmf]
[image: image12.wmf]
[image: image13.wmf]
[image: image14.wmf]
[image: image15.wmf]
[image: image16.wmf]
Mr. Shepstone addressed issues with noise, flickering, and storm water run off.  He stated that depending on where you stand the noise could be different.  He informed the Board that when he stood directly under the turbine the noise was minimal but when he was further away the noise became louder at one site.  Another issue he found was storm water run off on the roads built for access to the turbines, noting that it would be necessary to maintain these roads.  He stated that shadow flickering was noticeable and annoying in his opinion. He pointed out that moving a further distance away took care of the flickering and the problem was only an issue in the early spring and fall.  Mr. Shepstone recommended that a reasonable set back be established to avoid flickering on a residence or road.

Mr. Hartley Russell asked how close to the turbine was Mr. Shepstone standing when he noticed the flickering? Mr. Sheptone stated very close.

Councilman Armstrong asked if they stay white and if there was any maintenance?  Mr. Brennan stated they are painted during routine maintenance.

Councilman Dolph questioned if they have an impact on property values?  Nicole Franzese – Delaware County Planning stated that there was a small dip, those people that did not like them left the area but others have moved into the area.

Mr. Shepstone stated that it is not recommended to place communication antenna on the turbines.  Supervisor Meredith questioned why?  Mr. Shepstone stated it takes away from the simplicity of the turbine and Mr. Brennan added that the manufacturers do not like to place holes in their towers.

Councilman Dolph questioned if New York City had an opinion?  Nicole Franzese stated they have no opinion.  Discussion took place with the possibility of towers on New York City property.

Councilwoman Boyd stated people have this idea that a neighbor could put up a wind farm but the property needed is more then most have in this area.

Councilman Armstrong asked if the turbines in Carbondale are on one property owner’s property?  Mr. Shepstone stated no, that there are about 10-12 property owners. Councilman Armstrong questioned whether or not that would be possible around here? Mr. Shepstone stated it would not be that hard to assemble property owners, the revenue is very good.

The Board discussed how they did not want the zoning to be so restrictive that no one would consider Walton.  

Frank Wood questioned the range of revenue. Mr. Shepstone stated it was more then cell towers and the town could opt out of exemptions; which could negotiate healthier revenue.

Councilman Armstrong asked how a noise issue would be handled and where the burden of proof lies?  Nicole Franzese stated that a dispute resolution would be in place and the town could ask the company to perform the study.

Gale Sheridan, Walton Planning Board Chairman stated he understands the Board not wanting the amendment to be too restrictive and feels they are not.

Councilwoman Boyd stated, “What we know right now with the increase in fuel costs, for the first time ever, the heating assistance program that people can get is not enough for the minimum fuel delivery to some ones house. We are responsible to look into this”.

Supervisor Meredith asked if there was any history of a percentage of the energy generated to stay locally? Mr. Shepstone stated he was not aware of any because it goes right into the grid. Mr. Brennan stated we have an understanding at the Co-op, if a project come to this area, we would sit down and figure out how much energy from the wind farm could go to the Co-op. Nicole Franzese added this was done for the Roxbury/ Stamford project.

The Board thanked everyone for attending.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

Supervisor Meredith made a motion, seconded by Armstrong to enter into executive session for contract negotiations and invited Nicole Franzese from County Planning at 7:50 p.m.

Back in regular session at 8:35 p.m.

Nicole Franzese presented a program to the Board giving them the option to redesign the hamlet and commercial areas of the NYC Watershed in the Town.

RESOLUTION #34
REDESIGN HAMLET AND COMMERCIAL AREAS OF THE NYC WATERSHED

A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, seconded by Boyd

to opt into a program for re-designation of hamlet and

commercial areas of New York City Watershed. All in favor,

motion carried.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 8:36 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk
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