TOWN BOARD MEETING

JUNE 13, 2008

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
John & Eileen Esposito – T J E Productions, John Lucenti, Forrest VerNooy, Dylan Green, Jeanne Lavell, Ben Green, Casey Killian, Patrick O’Brien, Gil Williams, Holden Gray, Alec Peaster, and Shelby Alvarez

RESOLUTION #42
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the minutes from May 13, 2008 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Ivan Orisek – President of Rally New York, approached the Board requesting to hold a Race Rally here in Walton.  Mr. Orisek stated that the Rally started 8 years ago in Sullivan County then expanded to Delaware County.  Mr. Orisek informed the Board that the Rally would take place on October 31, 2008 and November 1, 2008 in the Town of Walton.  Mr. Orisek stated the cars are street legal, registered cars racing on closed roads starting in one-minute intervals.  When transferring to different race areas the cars will obey all regular street regulations.

Councilman Armstrong asked what roads would be used for the Rally?  Mr. Orisek stated, Chase/Carcass Brook Road, Readburn Road, West Trout Brook Road, and Beers Brook Road.

Supervisor Meredith stated some of the roads were in other towns and Mr. Orisek would need to contact them.

Mr. Orisek and Mr. Otis stated that the race would be in Walton for 1 day and would like to have the Delaware County Fair grounds as a central service area.  The race would take place a couple of times on each road and in both directions.  Mr. Otis stated they would work around bus schedules and emergencies.  They will contact residents on the closed roads and provide them with information on how to travel on these roads during the event. The roads would be closed for 2 hours intervals with a maximum wait time of 35 minutes and the event staff would arrange for an escort for those residents needing to travel on the closed road.

Councilwoman Boyd questioned if they have spoke with the Fair Board. Mr. Otis stated he had and given permission but was informed to get food vendor permits.  The Fair Board was not in favor of having the cars race on the fair roads.

Supervisor Meredith asked if they have met with the Fire Department?  Mr. Otis stated they had and the Fire Department would go along with what the Town decided.

Attorney Wood asked if the local residents could use the roads during the day?  Mr. Otis stated if there were a need for a resident to travel on the road they would be escorted, and as far as the business on Chase Brook, the race would start east of the business.

FLOOR TIME:
Eileen Esposito thanked the Board for marching in the Civil War Parade but stated that unless a grant is received for next year, they would not hold the event.  


Supervisor Meredith stated the Board is willing to give a letter of support for the grant.


Councilwoman Boyd offered the Town to be the recipient of the grant if needed.

Gil Williams asked the Board again to hold an invocation prayer before each meeting.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that a minor change was made on the Murphy Hill Road project to save some trees and move the road at no cost to the project.

Reported that the surplus loader placed on Roy Teitsworth Online Auction bidding site brought $6,000.00.  Councilman Armstrong stated he felt this was a fair price.

RESOLUTION #43

SALE OF SURPLUS LOADER
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to accept the highest bid of $6,000.00 for the surplus loader.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that the CHIPS money has increased from last years amount.  He stated he has changed the way the funds will be spent, and will file, with the Town Clerk, a new Agreement for the Expenditure of Highway Moneys. Supervisor Meredith suggested placing “amended” on the corrected Agreement.

Councilman Armstrong read the new tractor bids to the Board.




Machine Alone   Trade
Total Bid
Cazenovia

$34,344.48
$1,000.00
$33,344.48

River Valley 

$35,686.00
$8,700.00
$26,986.00

Catskill Tractor 
$30,000.00
$3,000.00
$27,000.00

State Bid 

$28,397.00


$28,397.00

River Valley was the responsible low bidder for a New Holland tractor.

RESOLUTION #44

NEW TRACTOR BID

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to award the new tractor bid of $26,986.00 to the responsible low bidder River Valley.  All in favor, motion carried.

Councilman Dolph questioned Superintendent Geidel as to what the summer crew was doing?  Councilman Dolph stated some town roads are in need of garbage clean up.  Superintendent Geidel suggested contacting other organizations to help. 

Superintendent Geidel reported that some road signs are once again missing.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that there is 45 past due dog licenses with 31 expired rabies vaccinations and stated the Public Healths Free Rabies Clinic held in Walton was very successful. 

Reported that Reality Check will be holding meetings each Wednesday in the Board Room until September 17, 2008.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reviewed Financial Reports

Provided Attorney Wood with the Time Warner Cable franchise agreement for review.

Announced that the NYS D.O.T. will be replacing a culvert on Route 10 toward Deposit.

Informed the Board that the bank that foreclosed on the property located on Bobs Brook Road contacted Attorney Wood today.  The bank is working on the legal matters but did not give a date as to when the property would be cleaned up.  Discussion took place about the extant of the clean up needed to take care of the health issues and if the Town took it upon its self.

RESOLUTION #45

ADD CLEAN UP FEES TO TOWN TAX BILL

A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, seconded by Armstrong granting the Town permission to begin cleanup of the Bobs Brook Road property and add that cost to the tax bill if the realtor or bank does not act in the near future.  All in favor, motion carried.

Presented and reviewed the annual Humane Society contract to the Board.

RESOLUTION #46

HUMANE SOCIETY CONTRACT

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to Supervisor Meredith to renew the Humane Society contract with the Town of Walton.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Meredith stated that there have been requests to restore the view of the village from More Park.  Superintendent Geidel received a quote to have this done and stated a few years ago the landowner was in favor.  Councilwoman Boyd requested contacting the landowner again before the Board acts. Supervisor Meredith stated he would contact the property owner.

Supervisor Meredith provided the Board with an emergency pamphlet that he had a summer employee develop and asked for input. 

The Board continued discussion in regard to Rally New York.  Attorney Wood informed the Board of a modification to the leasing agreement on the length of the agreement.  Attorney Wood suggested changing the term of years to a one-year agreement so the Board can see if the first year event was successful.  The Board was in agreement as was the Rally President, Ivan Orisek.

RESOLUTION #47

RALLY NEW YORK AGREEMENT

A motion was made by Supervisor Meredith, seconded by Armstrong to hold a Rally New York Race in the Town of Walton upon the necessary changes to the contract to be approved by Supervisor Meredith and Attorney Wood.  All in favor, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph questioned if the trees to be placed around the cell tower have been ordered?  Supervisor Meredith stated he is waiting to hear from the residents as to what type of trees are desired.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #48

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers for payment as submitted.  All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#137-162
$  13,406.63

General Hwy DA
#61-67

$    5,868.97

OV Hwy DB

#14-23

$139,748.72

OLD BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith set a tentative date for July 21, 2008 at 9:00 a.m. to visit the wind towers.

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board of a letter he sent to the Village of Walton granting permission to remove gravel under the Water Street Bridge.  The letter was necessary to meet the DEC deadline requirements.

Prayer Request: Councilwoman Boyd informed the Board that she would like public input before she would make a decision on holding prayer before the Town Board meetings.  

Supervisor Meredith asked Attorney Wood to research the legality of the issue.  Councilman Armstrong stated he found that the prayer must be a uniform prayer to be equal to all religious groups.

Councilman Dolph stated he was not in favor of holding a prayer before a meeting and commented he should not be forced into something that is private.  He stated he was not elected due to his religion and it is his choice to practice such an issue in private.

Supervisor Meredith suggested possibly holding prayer before the scheduled Board meeting time and those wishing to come early could attend.  The Board was in agreement to table the issue until next month. 
ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m





Respectfully submitted:





Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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