TOWN BOARD MEETING

August 6, 2008

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

ABSENT:
Councilman Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Attorney Frank Wood

OTHERS PRESENT:
John and Eileen Esposito – T J E Productions, Jeff Beach, Maureen Wacha, and Todd Skinner

Supervisor Meredith opened the meeting with a moment of reflection.

RESOLUTION #52
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong to accept the July 8, 2008 minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:



Jeff Beach of Reality Check presented the Board with a resolution asking for support with objecting to advertising and endorsing tobacco in youth rated films.  Mr. Beach stated that over 200 organizations have already agreed to support this initiative and gave examples of how actors and advertisements have a greater impact persuading children then adults. Mr. Beach provided the Board with Fact Sheets on the impact smoking in movies has on youth smoking.

The Board thanked Mr. Beach for the information and had no questions.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that Murphy Hill project was completed to his satisfaction.

Reported that the new 10-wheeler has arrived to the vendor who will install the box and plow.

Reported that after the last heavy rain, the highway department provided the Town of Colchester with needed equipment to help with their repairs.

The new tractor is in shipment and should be received shortly.

Reported that a grant is being considered for a hydro-seeder that will help with water run off and water quality. Councilwoman Boyd stated this equipment would work well with shared services if shared among towns.

Reported that once the village obtains the permits from the DEC, the gravel in the Delaware River along Water Street could be removed which he estimates to be 2 to 4 thousand yards.  Supervisor Meredith asked if there would be an expense to the town?  Superintendent Geidel stated that his crew would be doing all the hauling so there would be no expense.

Requested permission to assist the Fair Board during fair week if equipment is needed. Councilwoman Boyd commented that the Fair Board has always helped the town and was in favor.

RESOLUTION #53

ASSIST THE FAIR BOARD

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong granting permission for the Town of Walton Highway Department to assist the Delaware County Fair Board during fair week if needed.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that OSHA had performed an inspection of the Highway Garage and only a couple of small violations were found and corrected before the end of the day.

Councilman Armstrong questioned if the material used on the Houck Mountain repairs came from the material left over from the Lower Third Brook project?  Superintendent Geidel stated no, it was not the correct type of material.

Councilman Dolph asked the town’s position on gravel build up under bridges?  Superintendent Geidel responded that most bridges are County owned, but not aware of any problems.  Superintendent Geidel stated that his department has been proactive and keeping the problem areas free from debris and if necessary cut trees in smaller lengths that are not reachable by equipment so not to block bridges or sluice pipes.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that a new DECALS computer system, with the ability to connect to the Internet, will be arriving soon.  I stated that this would eliminate the current phone line, which will be a savings to the town.  





Reported that currently there are 35 dogs license past due. 

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported on his financial reports stating some account balances are low until CD’s mature.  Councilman Dolph questioned what the misc. revenue code?  Supervisor Meredith stated this is for anything not having its own code such as the Senator Bonacic Grant money received.

Reported that the Town Clerk received a phone call today from Kevin McCabe of the Governor’s Office.  Mr. McCabe stated that the town has been approved for a $400,000 CDBC Housing Grant.

Presented a contract between the CWC and the Town of Walton for the authorization for execution of a change order for an increase up to $30,000 for reimbursement of costs incurred by the town to review NYCDEP land easements.

AUTHORIZATION FOR EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER TO LOCAL CONSULTATION ON LAND ACQUISITION CONTRACT WITH THE CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION

WHEREAS, the Town of Walton is a signatory to the 1997 New York City Watershed

Memorandum of Agreement (Watershed MOA); and

WHEREAS, under Paragraph 148 of the Watershed MOA, the Catskill Watershed Corporation

(CWC) administers the Local Consultation on Land Acquisition Program which provides

reimbursement for costs actually incurred by a Town or Village to review, assess, and

comment on submissions provided by the New York City Department of Environmental

Protection (NYCDEP) regarding lands or conservation easements in the Town or Village

which NYCDEP seeks to acquire under its land acquisition program; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Walton previously executed an agreement with CWC to provide for reimbursement of eligible costs under the Local Consultation on Land Acquisition Program; and 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the 2008 Filtration Avoidance Determination, the maximum amount of reimbursement under the Local Consultation on Land Acquisition Program for eligible costs was increased up to $30,000 for each Watershed Town and Village; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Walton has reviewed the proposed change order to the local consultation on Land Acquisition Contract between the Town and the CWC increasing the total amount of funding to $30,000.

NOW THEREFORE, the Walton Town Board authorized the Supervisor to execute the Change Order to the Local Consultation on Land Acquisition Program contract with CWC and to submit invoices to CWC from time to time as the Town incurs expenses, which may be eligible for reimbursement under the contract.

RESOLUTION #54
AUTHORIZATION FOR EXECUTION OF CHANGE ORDER TO LOCAL CONSULTATION ON LAND ACQUISITION CONTRACT WITH THE CATSKILL WATERSHED CORPORATION


A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Dolph granting Supervisor Meredith permission to sign the contract with CWC for the change order.  All in favor, motion carried.


Reported that effective July 1, 2008, the Cellular One royalty check will increase by $30.00.  Councilman Dolph asked if Verizon would be joining on the tower?  Supervisor Meredith stated that Verizon customers reported that they have committed over the phone that they are coming on.


Reported that a letter has been sent on the towns’ behalf to the NYS Justice Department stating the Judges’ books have been reviewed by the auditors.


Reported that a check in the amount of $1,400 was received from the State for assistance in administering New York State School Tax Relief (STAR).


Reported that a letter was received from the DEP stating that they have reconsidered the land use for Bear Spring Mountain and South River Road property they recently purchased and will now allow recreational uses of hunting and hiking.


Requested permission from the Board to file a payment voucher for the completion of the Murphy Hill Road project with the Catskill Watershed Corporation.

RESOLUTION #55
PAYMENT VOUCHER FOR MURPHY HILL ROAD PROJECT


A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Armstrong granting Supervisor Meredith permission to process a payment voucher with the Catskill Watershed Corporation for Todd Skinner, for the completion of the Murphy Hill Road project. All in favor, motion carried.


Supervisor Meredith presented a breakdown of the last Revenue Anticipation Note. $1,319,644.77 is due and by paying early will produce a savings of $1,234.35. This will once again leave the Town of Walton debt free, a little over 2 years since the flood.

RESOLUTION #56
PAYMENT OF RAN


A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Dolph granting Supervisor Meredith permission to payoff the $1,318,410.42 Revenue Anticipation Note early on August 6, 2008. All in favor, motion carried.


Councilman Dolph thanked Superintendent Geidel and Town Clerk Ronda Williams for all the hard work in processing the FEMA paperwork.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph reported on the trip the Board took to Madison, New York to view wind towers.  Councilman Dolph stated the Board spoke to several residents, particularly one that lives next to a tower.  This resident stated she did not have a problem with the wind towers and the only noise she reported was during the winter months, “They sound like a plane in the distance”. Others reported they thought they were fantastic for the community.

Councilwoman Boyd stated, she was taken by the beauty of the wind towers and the nice crops planted around them.

Councilman Dolph stated, the access roads to the towers were well kept and was in favor of them coming to the area stating they would be good for the economy and the future.

Councilman Dolph reported that he would not apply for a Justice Court Grant this year but will stay informed about the possible dissolving of the village court. He reported that the village set up a meeting with the two committees but they cancelled.  However, two village members and Councilwoman Boyd and himself met to discuss what could be the future of the two courts. He noted that the Association of Towns had an article about consolidation and did not find there to be much of a savings.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #57

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd approving the vouchers for payment as submitted.  All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#183-200
$  4,118.94

OV Fund B

#10

$   630.95

General Highway DA #82-91

$  9,103.98

OV Highway DB
#32-37

$10,415.82

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that a Public Hearing would need to be scheduled for the zoning changes for wind regulation.  The Board was in agreement to hold the Public Hearing on September 23, 2008 at 6:00 p.m.

Supervisor Meredith stated he had received a quote for trees to be placed around the base of the cell tower for $250-300 per tree. Depending on the number needed will decide further Board approval.

Councilman Dolph reported that the DEC would not attend the Gas Lease information meeting in Oneonta.  Supervisor Meredith stated the IDA is working on setting up a meeting in Walton with the DEC on the issue. Councilwoman Boyd stated as a Board we have been gathering a lot of information on gas leases and we too have concerns.

Supervisor Meredith asked the Board if they needed more time before acting on Mr. Beach’s request to support tobacco free youth movies?  The Board agreed to support the resolution.

RESOLUTION #58

SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE YOUTH MOVIES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd supporting Reality Check’s efforts in promoting tobacco free youth movies. All in favor, motion carried.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:45 p.m.









Respectfully submitted,









Ronda Williams









Town Clerk
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