TOWN BOARD MEETING

September 9, 2008

6:00 p.m.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt. Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Eileen and John Esposito – T J E Productions, and Terri Green


RESOLUTION #59
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the August 5, 2008 minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:

None requested.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported the new10-wheeler is near completion and delivery is expected within the next couple of weeks.

Reported that the new farm tractor has arrived and expects the owner’s manual to follow in the mail.

Reported that the landowners have now received the necessary permits and the stream work is proceeding for the stream work grants from Senator Bonacic.

Reported that the Town Highway Department has been hauling the gravel under the bridge on Water Street and expect to be done on Wednesday. 

Presented an annual Inventory of Highway Machinery, Tools and Equipment to the Town Clerk for filing.

Informed the Board that a legal ad has been placed in search of sand from a vendor.  Stated that the town would do the hauling from the gravel pit.

Supervisor Meredith asked how much gravel has been pulled from under the bridge. Superintendent Geidel stated 12 to 13 hundred yards.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that currently there are 76-dog licenses past due and stated that the number seems to be growing.

Reported that one bid had been received for the copier advertised for sale.  The Walton Chamber of Commerce submitted a bid for $26.00.

RESOLUTION #60

SALE OF SURPLUS EQUIPMENT

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the bid of $26.00 from the Walton Chamber of Commerce. All in favor, motion carried.

Reported there will be a voter registration day on October 11, 2008 from 2 – 9 p.m. here at the Town Hall.

Informed the Board there will be a new voting machine at the Walton Central School Bus Garage for the election in November.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported on his financial reports. Councilman Dolph questioned the Disaster Recovery line disbursement amount.  Supervisor Meredith stated that included FEMA, reciprocal funds and a CD that came due. 

Requested permission to approve the contract for the $400,000 CDBG funding grant upon approval of Attorney Wood.

RESOLUTION #61

HUD HOUSING GRANT
A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd granting Supervisor Meredith permission to sign the contract upon Attorney Wood’s approval.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that the energy survey conducted on the town’s buildings has shown 39% usage below the national average.

Read a thank you letter from Colchester Supervisor, Robert Homovich thanking the Town of Walton for their help during the natural disaster recovery efforts in the Town of Colchester.  Councilman Dolph asked Superintendent Geidel to thank his department and Supervisor Meredith will provide a copy of the letter for him.

Reported that due to the FEMA revenue received, the Association of Towns dues are up for 2009.

Reported that those properties owned by the DEP adjacent to State land would allow the same recreational uses as the State. This will apply to the Pines Brook area.

APPOINTMENTS:

Supervisor Meredith made an appointment of David Buteau and Anthony Possemato to the Board of Assessment Review for a term of 10/1/08 – 9/30/13.

RESOLUTION #62

BAR APPOINTMENTS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the appointment of David Buteau and Anthony Possemato to the BAR for a term of 10/1/08 – 9/30/13.  All in favor, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph reported that NYS Assembly Rural Resource Commission Notice have signed legislation allowing towns to share Judges.  He will keep an eye on this in case the Village dissolves their court. 

Councilman Dolph reported he has received a renewed insurance policy for the coverage on the Town and Fire District.
APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #63

APPROVAL OF VOUCHERS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd approving the vouchers for payment as submitted.  All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#201-219
$19,939.11

General Hwy. DA
#92-107
$130,670.62

OV Hwy. DB

#38-47

$1,460,025.94

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith reminded the Board of the Public Hearing on September 23, 2008 at 6:00 p.m. for the Zoning amendments on wind generation.

Informed the Board that Assemblyman Clifford Crouch will attend the October 14, 2008 Board meeting.

Gave the Board an update on the cell tower.  Supervisor Meredith was informed by two residents that Verizon was coming on the tower in October. He contacted JNS and Verizon is most likely to join the tower in the fourth quarter.  JNS sends the carriers our coordinates often.  Crossroads Wireless is expected to be on the tower in the next few months. 

Councilman Armstrong presented a report of several years of parts purchased from the Town from his mother’s company where he is an employee.  Supervisor Meredith stated he would provide a form every January for elected and appointed officials to fill out.

Councilwoman Boyd commented that in terms of open government – Councilman Armstrong does not approve those vouchers from his company.

Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt questioned if the Board has information on the Fireman Service Award?  Supervisor Meredith stated that the Public Hearing was tonight and will email a Commissioner for information and will forward the response.

Terri Green approached the Board seeking information on starting a business from her residence.  She was directed to the Code Enforcement Officer.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned.





Respectfully submitted,





Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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