TOWN BOARD MEETING

March 10, 2009

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert Cairns- The Walton Reporter, John and Eileen Esposito – T J E Productions, Maureen Wacha, Gil Williams, and Terri Green

ABSENT:
Attorney Frank Wood

RESOLUTION #18

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Dolph to accept the minutes of February 10, 2009 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

PRIVILEGE OF THE FLOOR:

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that Jim Thompson of Mang Insurance Agency would attend next months meeting instead of tonight.  Mr. Thompson will present a check to the Board for the return of the capitalization fees from NYMIR.  A Stream Corridor presentation and DEP Land Acquisition presentation will take place next month.

The Board was reminded that the next meeting is a week earlier to be held on April 7, 2009 at 6:00 p.m.

FLOOR TIME:

Terri Green asked the Board what their thoughts were on the gas drilling companies coming to this area?  She stated she heard on the news that they are in Pennsylvania.

Councilman Armstrong stated that currently New York State is not issuing permits.

Supervisor Meredith stated they would have a hard time drilling in the village because of the zoning regulations.

Ms. Green stated she would like the Board to make residents aware of the issue.

Councilwoman Boyd stated that the Board has continued to disseminate information with a local group and circulate that information to anyone that is interested.

Supervisor Meredith stated,  “New York City has stated that they will not purchase an easement or property that has a gas easement on it, so with that I say I hope everyone gets a gas easement.”

Councilman Armstrong stated there is drilling in other places but this is not hydro-fracking.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that he has heard the CHIPS money may be restored in the NYS budget.  He believes there is extra money in the H account and asked if this could be used toward road maintenance?

Councilman Armstrong reported on the bid awards presented by the Highway Committee.

SURPLUS EQUIPMENT BID



STONE BIDS

Hoist – Fred Avila $201.00 



Schafer was low bidder on the Crushed

1992 Truck – Darryl Merwin $2501.00
Stone Delivered bid. However, this was a bluestone and not a limestone, therefore, the Board rejected Schafer bids

1-A = Carver

1-B = Carver

1st = Cobleskill Stone

1’S = Cobleskill Stone

2’S = Cobleskill Stone

SLUICE STEEL PIPES BIDS



SLUICE POLY PIPE BIDS


10” – 60”  = Chemung 



12” – 60” = Chemung


72” – 120” = Allegany
PROCESS SCREEN SAND 



TANDEM DUMP TRUCK

Delaware Bulldozing  $85.00
Robinson 
$250




Karen Koenig 

$85.00

Carver 

$250 




Ross Contracting 
$85.00

Tweedie 
$250 




Tweedie 

$85.00

Fairchild 

$85.00

Reynolds 

$87.00

All bids awarded at $250/hr., based on availability 
All bids awarded at $85.00/ hour based on availability

EXCAVATOR WITH OPERATOR

Pawlikowski Excavating was low bidder but did not meet the horsepower requirements. Therefore the bid was rejected.

Ben Reynolds Construction $165.00

PURCHASE GRAVEL



PROCESS CRUSHED GRAVEL

Bank Run = Beerstone $4/yard



Carver $3/ton

Sand = Beerstone $5/yard

RESOLUTION #19

2009 SURPLUS HIGHWAY EQUIPMENT BIDS
A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to accept the bids for the surplus equipment and awarding the hoist to Fred Avila for $201.00 and the 1992 International truck to Darryl Merwin for $2501.00.  All in favor, motion carried.

RESOLUTION #20

2009 HIGHWAY BIDS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the bids as presented by the Highway Committee and award to the low bidder with the exception of the crushed stone delivered and excavator with operator were the bids did not meet specs.  All in favor, motion carried.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that I am 77% collected on the tax levy and will be sending out second notices by the end of this month.

Reported that catching up with the December and January past due dogs from the January resolution.  I sent 32 reminder letters and 7 tickets were issued. Currently there are still 2 past due dogs of the original 32 letters sent.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reported on the January and February Financial Reports.

Superintendent Geidel reported that the December 11, 2008 ice storm has been declared by FEMA and is currently awaiting information.

Reported that the City of New York is in the process of purchasing three parcels in the Town of Walton. A 43 acre parcel located on East River Road, a 26 acre parcel on South River Road, and a 40 acre parcel on Chipmunk Hollow Road.  Of these three parcels, two have proposed recreational uses of hiking, fishing, and trapping without a DEP access permits.

Reported that he will provide a copy of the DEP rules for boating on the reservoir to the Board.  Councilman Dolph stated it has been very popular topic; many people have talked with him about it.

Reported that the DEC announced they would be closing all recreational activities at Bear Spring Park.  He stated he is not happy about it and Senator Bonacic has submitted a letter requesting the DEC to allow towns and or private contractors to submit RFP’s allowing the areas to be used without state funding.  Supervisor Meredith stated he is seeking more information on the revenues and the number of people in and out. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph questioned if anyone had heard that the village was discussing to charge a fee for swimming and if so, at what meeting?  Supervisor Meredith stated this was mentioned at the Village budget workshop. Supervisor Meredith stated the Town should not pay for something the village is charging for.  Instead we could provide that money toward town residents’ use of the pool. 

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #21

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Boyd approving the vouchers for payment as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

General Fund A
#34-61

$45,339.59

General Hwy. DA
#22-38

$49,852.43

OV Hwy. DB

#2-3

$765.30

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith informed the Board that the RallyNY contract has been finalized and those wanting to be involved were and seemed content with the contract.

ADJOURNMENT:

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams






Town Clerk

4

