
TOWN BOARD MEETING

August 11, 2009

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Bruce Dolph, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor John Meredith, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Eileen & John Esposito – T J E Productions, Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Maureen Wacha, and Dick Dumond


FLOOR TIME:
No one chose to speak

RESOLUTION #48

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to accept the minutes of July 14, 2009 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that the surrounding town highway departments work together in helping each other out.  It is nice to have a good working relationship.

Reported that due to the recent heavy rains 24 roads in the Town of Walton sustained some sort of damage, mostly on Marvin Hollow.  He is waiting to see if the event will be declared. “SEMO and FEMA would be in the area on Thursday to evaluate the situation.”

Discussion took place on the number of trees down in the streams that could potentially cause problems.  Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt stated; we need to research funding to address the issue.  Supervisor Meredith stated we don’t want to get ahead of the grants that Soil & Water currently have. 

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:





Reported that 13 dogs are currently past due and in the courts.

Reported that with the new DEC regulations it would be beneficial for those 65 years of age or older to purchase a lifetime license by September 30, 2009 before the new age requirements change. Currently we have had 7 residents take advantage of the $50.00 lifetime license.

Reported that $20,500.00 worth of Request For Funds for the Delaware Opportunity Housing Grant has been processed.

Reported that a demonstration will be given by the Board of Elections on the new voting machine on Thursday, August 13th from 2-6 p.m. here at the Town Hall.

Reported that the Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency has provided Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps and a Flood Insurance Study for the town and communities review.
SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that AFLAC came to the Town Hall to offer various insurance policies and will once again be available at the Highway Garage for those employees interested.

Read a thank you note received from the Historical Society thanking the Board for the Civil War Re-Enactment donation. 

Reported on his financial reports.

Reported that next month he will be distributing budget worksheets for the 2010 budget.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Dolph reported that he would like to change the two-signature requirement for the National Bank of Delaware County CD investments.  He stated that if both parties are not available on the day of renewal, could cause the money to sit dormant.

RESOLUTION # 49

TWO-SIGNATURE REQUIREMENT CHANGE

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt to rescind Resolution #6 of 2005 requiring two signatures for CD transactions and allow only one signature to open or renew a CD.  All in favor, motion carried.

Attorney Wood informed the Board that a meeting for union negotiations would take place after Labor Day.

Councilman Armstrong informed the Board of equipment that has been purchased off the NYS OGS Federal Surplus list and the money saved in doing so.






Value

Paid


Dodge Dog Control Truck  
$6,100.00
= $600.00


Torque Wrench

$1,750.00
= $75.00


Sandblast Cabinet

$14,000
=$450.00

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #50

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Dolph, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#163-178
$6,759.21





General OV B

#7

$32.29

General Hwy DA
#97-112
$4,457.24





OV Hwy DB

#37-42

$302,427.10

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Meredith gave an update on the maps that designate the hamlets so the Coalition of Watershed Towns would drop the lawsuit against the EPA and New York City DEP.  The EPA, DEP, and other environmental groups reviewed the maps and have problems with them.  They have stated that there is too much sprawl in Upstate New York.   Councilwoman Boyd asked where are the rights of the landowners?  Supervisor Meredith stated he does not know the exact issues with the Walton map.

Councilman Dolph asked if anyone has noticed boating on the reservoir?  Dr. Rodriguez-Betancourt stated he felt more would utilize it if there were not such a distance from the unloading point to the water. He stated it was not very user friendly and could allow the trailers to get closer without entering the water.

Councilman Armstrong questioned the status of the fishing access on the Town’s property.  Supervisor Meredith has not heard back from the DEC.

Maureen Wacha inquired about the closing of Bear Spring Park and wondered what the status of the alternative solutions to keep the park open?  Supervisor Meredith informed her that Senator Bonacic and Assemblyman Crouch are supportive but in Sullivan County they paid $18,000 to keep their park open stating that the DEC will not give up control of the park so you would have to pay the DEC to run the park.  Councilwoman Boyd stated that this is something that could be done next year with budgeting and public support.  Supervisor Meredith stated he would look into additional support from surrounding towns, the County, and the IDA.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:40 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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