TOWN BOARD MEETING

December 28, 2010

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Selinda Taggart, Glenn Graves – The Walton Reporter

FLOOR TIME:
Selinda Taggart – Dunk Hill Road approached the Board in opposition of the Rally Race.  Mrs. Taggart felt the Board was unaware of the June 8, 2010 petition that was presented to them by the residents of Dunk Hill Road.  She explained that the letter written to the Town Board from Rally NY President, Ivan Orisek was vaguely written and did not portray the true conditions of the race on the residents.


Mrs. Taggart stated she and another resident had contacted the NYS Attorney Generals Office for help. When she asked if the town would be liable if there was an accident?  The Attorney Generals Office responded that would depend on the families and who had the best lawyer. She questioned why the Town of Walton would allow them to race on town roads when no other town in Delaware County would?  


Mrs. Taggart went on to state that contractors could not get to jobs on Dunk Hill during the race, the mail route had to be altered for the race, and explained that if a resident missed the vehicle with the green flashing strobe light; then they would not know when the road was open.  They were told in the resident letters that if someone entered the road during the race that charges could be filed.


Mrs. Taggart read a letter that she submitted to the Board stating the concerns of the Dunk Hill Road residents and requesting that the race be held on each councilpersons road instead. (Attachment to Official Minutes)  She went on to state that she was upset with the Chamber of Commerce for pressuring the councilpersons to vote for the race.  Mrs. Taggart explained to the Board that this holiday season she spent approximately $700.00 in the Town of Walton and questioned the business owners if they received an economic benefit from the Rally Race?  “They said no”.


Councilman Armstrong stated that in no way did he feel the Chamber pressured the Board in making a decision.  “I even requested the Chamber to come to a town meeting to see if the businesses wanted the race”.


Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt stated the Chamber had no impact on the Board’s decision.  He stated, if the Chamber felt it was a benefit then they need to get involved.  The first year we had no evidence of the benefit.  The second year, the Chamber provided cards to account for the number of Rally members visiting the businesses.


Supervisor Dolph stated he felt the businesses do not come forward in fear of jeopardizing the normal business through out the year.  

Mrs. Taggart stated that if we took our business away it could effect the businesses and town. Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt stated to say such a thing would not be very citizenship of you.  Mrs. Taggart stated, your right.


Mrs. Taggart pointed out the large number of landowners that own homes on Dunk Hill and pay taxes without even using our services.  She requested the Board to look into holding the race on other roads and see if it is just the Dunk Hill residents who have problem.


Councilman Govern reminded Mrs. Taggart about the “Concerned Citizens Group” and how they would come up with ideas for economic development Youth Center was turned down.  “If we had benefit from the Concerned Citizens, we would not be looking for additional revenue now”.  Councilman Govern also pointed out that the Dunk Hill residents currently paid almost a quarter million dollars in taxes.


Mrs. Taggart again suggested using other roads.  Discussion took place on various roads.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:





No report

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that a Use of Facility form was requested by the DEP to hold a Cannonsville Reservoir Recreational Boating Public Information Meeting on January 25, 2011 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm.  With no opposition the request was approved.

Reported that the Certificate of Inspectors of Referendum Vote for the Walton Fire District is on file in my office for review.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





No report

COMMITTEE REPORTS:





No report

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #107

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#306-318
$6,223.31


General OV B

#





General Hwy DA
#153-156
$4,839.09





OV Hwy DB

#70

$23,861.68

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

RESOLUTION #108

EXECUTIVE SESSION


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to enter into executive session for Personnel issues.  All in favor, motion carried.

Entered 6:45

Back in regular session at 7:15.

With no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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