TOWN BOARD MEETING

May 11, 2010

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern (arrived 6:15p.m.), Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Maureen Wacha, Tom Evans, Shelly Johnson, Tom Austin, Mr. and Mrs. Iran Orisek

RESOLUTION # 49
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to accept the minutes of April 13, 2010 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Thomas Austin, Superintendent of Walton Central School approached the Board to present the schools budget.  Mr. Austin stated there would be four items on the ballet. The first will be  (3) open positions for the seven-member board. The second will be the annual budget with a 3.8% tax levy increase. The third item is a request for the purchase of two sixty-five-passenger buses and last is the public library requesting a 5% increase for operations for 2010-11.


Councilman Armstrong questioned if the library requested an increase last year? Mr. Austin stated, yes less than 3%.


Councilman Govern stated he felt the library increase is out of line with the cost of living and questioned if they had a reason?  Mr. Austin stated the school is not responsible for the library budget and is only a pass through.


Attorney Wood questioned if the library proposition was defeated would that affect just the 5% increase?  Mr. Austin stated that was correct.


Ivan Orisek, of Rally New York USA thanked the Board and residents for a very successful and well-received rally event.  He stated the roads were closed three times and they never exceeded the time schedule.  Discussion took place with the Board on future improvements if an additional contract is granted.  


Mr. Orisek stated he would like to educate residents on the road closures and the importance of observing the road closure.  He requested the town to hold meetings and send letters as well.


Supervisor Dolph stated that only two complaints were received. One resident complained about the yellow safety tape across the driveway and the other about keeping their dogs in the house.  Supervisor Dolph suggested more local advertising, more road closure signs at the start of the road and leaving room for an ambulance to get through if need be.  


Supervisor Dolph provided copies of letters received in support of the rally from drivers and businesses.


Councilman Armstrong stated he was opposed in the beginning mainly because businesses did not come forward but, has seen the economic benefit and would be in favor of another event.


Councilman Govern stated, “I was not in favor in the beginning, but your group more than came through and changed my opinion.”


Maureen Wacha, President of the Walton Chamber of Commerce helped monitor the economic benefit with merchant cards. She stated although some merchants did not record the dollar amount the cards clearly showed the increase in activity.


Dorrie Buttel, owner of the Walton Motel informed the Board that the event was beneficial to her business and thanked the Rally and stated she supports their event.


Supervisor Dolph polled the Board without a commitment to see if they would be in favor of another event in the future.  Councilpersons Armstrong, Boyd, Govern and Supervisor Dolph all stated they would be in favor.


Maureen Wacha – Walton Chamber of Commerce informed the Board of upcoming events for the chamber.

Chamber Dances held on the 1st & 3rd Friday of each month. Proceeds to benefit charities.

May 15, 2010 – Home Improvement Show and Business Expo at the Delaware County Fair grounds. Sponsored by the Delaware County Chamber.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported that the C&S Engineers have completed the bid document for Oxbow Hollow Road and Bob Gould Road drainage improvements and was approved by Attorney Wood. Superintendent Geidel requested permission to move forward with C&S Engineers on the projects.

RESOLUTION #50

C&S ENGINEERS INC. BID DOCUMENT

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Armstrong granting permission for Superintendent Geidel permission to proceed with the Oxbow Hollow Road and Bob Gould Road drainage improvement project.  All in favor, motion carried.

Reported that one employee is retiring at the end of June and another is still out on disability.  Geidel questioned what the Board’s thoughts were on replacing the employee retiring or using the Summer Youth Program to get by.  Supervisor Dolph stated the grant applications have been filed for the summer youth program and have not heard back.  Superintendent Geidel reminded the Board that he has included salary in the budget for (4) summer workers.  Councilwoman Boyd stated the committee was in favor of using the summer workers for now.

Reported that all the “Town Line” signs have been placed.

Reported that the grader is back in service and under the $75,000 budget for repairs.

Supervisor Dolph asked for a report on the tour of the highway garage.  Superintendent Geidel stated that all but Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt attended. He stated everyone had a chance to view the equipment and provided everyone with a report to help establish a replacement plan.  Supervisor Dolph suggested reviewing the report and discuss it at next months meeting.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that tax collection is complete at the town level and collected 89% returning $394,518.87 uncollected to the County Treasurer.

Reported that the Municipal Shelter report was received satisfactory.

Reported that while attending the Town Clerk’s Association Conference I received an update on the Ag and Markets Dog Licensing System.  Ag and Markets reported that the $180,000 contract for the maintenance of the dog-licensing database would not be renewed after 12/31/2010. I informed the Board that this would now become the town’s responsibility and financial burden.  This will require each municipality to provide their own dog tags and database without the ability to share the information with the surrounding towns.  I informed the Board of the importance of opposing the law of the states role in eliminating the licensing database.  Councilman Govern offered to pursue the matter with the legislatures.

Reported on other pending laws such as requiring dogs to have microchips before obtaining a license and required dogs and their owners to successfully complete basic obedience training.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reported on various mail received.

Reported on his response to the NYC Department of Environmental Protection on their final scope of work for the Environmental Impact Statement for the extended NYC land acquisition program.  He has provided copies to all Board members and is on file at the Town Clerk’s office. 

Reported that the Delaware Valley Agricultural Society is requesting a donation of $500.00 to go toward the replacement of the 4-H horse barn that was destroyed in a fire in the fall of 2009. He stated he believes that the Board needs to consider doing this because it is one of the big tourist attractions in Delaware County. Councilman Armstrong requested to provide an in-kind service rather than giving a monetary donation.  Councilwoman Boyd disagreed with a cash donation, stating it is not our money; it’s the taxpayers’ money. “There is a fundraiser every other day for that barn and if tax payers decide to donate in that way they have had lots of opportunity to do that.”

The Board decided to keep with the past practice of provided in-kind service.

Tom Evans of the Delaware County Planning Department presented the Board with the zoning code amendment to regulate cell towers.  He outlined the recommended changes and asked if there were further questions.  Councilman Govern suggested a correction was needed to confirm that the local government would be placed on the top portion of the tower. With no further questions it was agreed that a public hearing would be held on June 8, 2010 at 6:00 p.m. with the regular scheduled meeting to follow.

Shelly Johnson, Delaware County Planning Department approached the Board with an acceptance of transfer of ownership of parcel #272.-2-11 from Delaware County to the Town of Walton.  Ms. Johnson explained the deed restrictions and the requirement to maintain the parcel as open space.

RESOLUTION 51
ACCEPTANCE OF TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF PARCEL ID #272-2-11 FROM DELAWARE COUNTY TO THE TOWN OF WALTON


TITLE: ACCEPTANCE OF TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP OF PARCEL ID # 272-2-11 FROM DELAWARE COUNTY TO THE TOWN OF WALTON


WHEREAS, from June 26-28, 2006, Delaware County experienced widespread catastrophic flooding, adversely affecting many of its towns and villages, warranting a federal disaster declaration; and


WHEREAS, FEMA announced funds were being made available for a voluntary flood buyout under the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP); and

WHEREAS, New York State made funds available to provide the required 25% match for the federal HMGP moneys; and 

WHEREAS, Delaware County was approached by the municipalities most affected by the flooding to participate in this program; and

WHEREAS, the program rules were established to ensure all eligible homes had to be located in the 100-year flood hazard area and were declared “substantially damaged” by the local Code Enforcement Officers; and

WHEREAS, Delaware County held four public informational sessions in September of 2006 in Hancock, Middletown, Walton and Sidney; and 

WHEREAS, Delaware County ultimately applied for and was awarded $3,470,268.00 from FEMA and SEMO to complete the voluntary flood buyout project as proposed; and

WHEREAS, one (1) of the flood buyout parcels purchased by Delaware County is located within the Town of Walton; and

WHEREAS, it is Delaware County’s stated intent, as per the original grant application, to transfer ownership of the above-indicated parcel to the Town of Walton; and

WHEREAS, the Town fully understands and intends to abide by the terms of the original grant conveyance and Deed Restrictions (attached); and

WHEREAS, the Town acknowledges that the property interest will revert to Delaware County or New York State in the event the Town ceases to exist or loses its eligible status as defined under 44 CFR Part 80.19

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town of Walton accepts the transfer of ownership of parcel ID # 272-2-11 at 920 Pines Brook Road from Delaware County; and


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town of Walton intends to abide by the deed restrictions and FEMA program requirements and will keep the parcel maintained as open space for appreciation by residents of the Town; and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that any additional future plans for the parcel will be developed with the Delaware County Planning Department, subject to approval by the Delaware County Board of Supervisors, and subject to review and approval by FEMA. A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Govern approving the transfer of ownership of parcel 272-2-11 from the Delaware County to the Town of Walton.  All in favor, motion carried.

Supervisor Dolph updated the Board on the joint Flood Commission with the village and stated that Councilman Govern has been appointed to the commission. He informed the Board on the grant requests for debris removal from streams and another for a study on Water Street to reclaim the floodway and economic development. 

Superintendent Geidel reported that additional grants have been applied for work on streams. He stated on grants is for a hydro-seeder to be shared between municipalities.

Supervisor Dolph reported that the Civil War Reenactment has supplied the requested expense report and the budgeted amount may now be released.

Informed the Board of a new Mang Insurance program called License Monitor offered free of charge.  The program will allow the town to monitor highway employee’s driver license activity.

RESOLUTION #52

LICENSE MONITOR PROGRAM

A motion was made by Councilman Govern, seconded by Armstrong granting permission for the town to participate in the License Monitor Program.  All in favor, motion carried.

Informed the Board of an invitation to participate in the Civil War Parade on May 29, 2010 at 10:00 a.m.

Review the Supervisors Finance reports.

Informed the Board of Delaware Opportunities Small Cities Block Grant project awards WTRCD-12, WTRCD-10, and WTRCD-14.

RESOLUTION #53

SMALL CITIES BLOCK GRANTS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd approving the Small Cities Block Grants for WTRCD-12 $26,800.00, WTRCD-10 $24,420.00, and WTRCD-14 $25,000.00. All in favor, motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:





No reports

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #54

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Govern approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#78-99

$12,720.11


General OV B

#5

$24.95





General Hwy DA
#50-64

$10,253.60





OV Hwy DB

#9-14

$24,692.12

OTHER BUSINESS:

Supervisor Dolph asked Attorney Wood if there was an update to report on the fishing access?  Attorney Wood stated not at this time.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

RESOLUTION #55

EXECUTIVE SESSION

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd to enter into executive session for the purpose of Union negotiations.  All in favor, motion carried.

Entered at 7:20 p.m – Back in regular session at 7:35 p.m.

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 7:35 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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