TOWN BOARD MEETING

September 14, 2010

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


ABSENT:
Leonard Govern

OTHERS PRESENT:
Robert A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, John Esposito – T J E Productions, Patrick Meredith, Paul Wood, Maureen Wacha, Andrew Rutherford, Diane Meredith, William Meredith, and Stephen Dutcher – Dog Control Officer

RESOLUTION #81
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, Seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the minutes of August 10, 2010 as presented.  All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:



During floor time I presented the following dedication in memory of former Supervisor John W. Meredith.

I have a special dedication I would like to present but first I would like to give you a little history.

In 2004, John W. Meredith and myself came into office at the same time.  The first month in office John and I both agreed that preserving the history that was contained in this building was very important to the two of us.

We both got started on writing grants and requesting for money for various projects.  The first was to organize the records room, next we had the minute book and vital record books preserved and rebound.  After all this, there were still two very large maps that John wanted to have reconditioned and preserved due to their historical value.  In 2009, the first map was sent out to Brown’s River in Essex, VT.  This was the 1938 Catskill Map that over time had received heavy water damage.  This map indicated the “blue line” of the Catskill Park but more importantly showed the Hardenburg and Walton Patent.

The “blue line” was first used in 1890 on a map issued by the NYS Forest Commission to delimit the proposed Adirondack Park.  In 1937, Franklin D. Roosevelt gave a speech at Cornell University requesting support to proposed Constitutional amendments and a proposed law that deal with the Adirondack and Catskill mountains and the extension of the “blue line” and reforesting in general.  

As explained on the Town’s web page the largest part of the Town of Walton is situated in a 22,000 acre patent granted to William Walton by King George III in 1770 and this map displays that patent.

This is very exciting for me because I know how far John and I have come in completing a mutual goal in preserving the Town of Walton’s history and this is why I feel it’s only right to dedicate this map restoration project to John.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Presented the Highway Inventory Report to the Board and to be held on file in the Town Clerk’s Office.

Reported that the Town of Walton has received approximately 3,000 yards of the NYS millings.

Reported that the South River Road replacement bridge has been denied by FEMA and would suggest the Town close out this project and request funds for expenses paid to the engineer.  He asked for the Boards opinion.  Councilman Armstrong stated that the engineering work is complete and should we have another event this may help in obtaining funding at that time.

Reported on the CWC project on Oxbow Hollow Road.  He stated it was “work in progress”.  He was hoping that the work would have been completed by now and compared the project to the Murphy Hill Road project.  Supervisor Dolph suggested addressing the 90-day completion time in future bids.  Councilwoman Boyd stated there was a need for the 90-days due to bad weather or equipment and material problems.

Reported that the Town has been awarded 4 of the 11 grants applied for and hopes to enter another round in January.  Supervisor Dolph thanked Superintendent Geidel for his hard work and success in obtaining the grants.  He explained that 1 awarded grant was for a Hydro-seeder that will be shared through out the County.  Superintendent Geidel stated that he included into the grant enough material for the Hydro-seeder and the Highway Superintendents are working out a schedule.  He stated that although weather will not harm the piece of equipment, it still should not be kept out in it for a long period of time.  He also stated that in the next round of funding to apply for more material for the Hydro-seeder.

Councilwoman Boyd stated because the Town of Walton has enacted a program for vegetative debris removal, they have become a model across NYS.

Superintendent Geidel explained the Training/Work projects.  He stated that Third Brook Road and the Davis property behind the Country Store are examples of these projects.  Supervisor Dolph stated that this program actually trains contractors on better stream management.

Reported that the CHIP’s money should arrive soon.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that the Tax Collector’s Settlement Sheet has arrived and is in agreement with the County Treasurer.  Reported that $394,518.87 was returned to the County as unpaid taxes.

Reported that the Dog Control Officer Inspection Report was completed on July 13, 2010 and was “Satisfactory”.

Supervisor Dolph introduced Dog Control Officer Stephen Dutcher to the Board and stated he was doing a wonderful job.

Reported that the DCO report is on file in my office for the month of August for those wishing to review it.

Reported that the Town currently has 962 licensed dogs and 19 are currently past due and 11 tickets have been issued this past month.

Reported to the Board that Attorney Wood is working on the new dog law.  I explained that an issue has been raised on how the Humane Society will issue dog licenses and who will receive the revenue.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:





Reported on the Financial Reports.





Reported that union negotiations will start in October.

Reported that an issue with a house on Back River Road has resulted in Mr. Shick, a resident of Back River Road, to file a complaint with NYS.  The issue will now go to court.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Councilman Armstrong question if anything had been done on the Employee Handbook?  Supervisor Dolph stated, no.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #82

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Armstrong approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





General Fund A
#163-184
$6,120.66


General OV B

#9-10

$   159.09





General Hwy DA
#106-114
$ 5,177.75





OV Hwy DB

#35-42

$89,616.53

With no further business before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
1

