TOWN BOARD MEETING

January 11, 2011

6:00 P.M.

PRESENT:
Councilpersons: Kevin Armstrong, Cheryl Boyd, Leonard Govern, Luis Rodriguez-Betancourt, Supervisor Bruce Dolph, Hwy. Supt., Walt Geidel, Attorney Frank Wood, and Town Clerk Ronda Williams


OTHERS PRESENT:
Jacqueline Vreeland, Robert A. Cairns – The Walton Reporter, Thomas Vreeland, Patricia Breakey – The Daily Star, Alan MacGibbon, Bill Willis – Delaware County Economic Development, Brett Cowen – Attorney Frank Wood’s Office, Craig Schneider, William Bartlett, and Deborah Hunt, 

RESOLUTION #3
APPROVAL OF MINUTES


A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Govern to accept the December 14th, December 28, 2010, and the January 4, 2011 minutes as presented after a correction to the road name as to where Bill Willis resides. All in favor, motion carried.

FLOOR TIME:
Prior to Supervisor Dolph opening Floor Time, he thanked everyone who helped during the tragedy of the Baptist Church fire.


Supervisor Dolph read several letters and phone messages in opposition to the Road Rally race.  


Letters from Al Grust of Beers Brook, and Marian Hiemstra of Left Pines Brook spoke in opposition of holding the race.


Letters from James Thomson – Mang Insurance, Clayton Stanton – Walton resident, and Dan & Donna St. Jacques – Houck Mountain Road all spoke in favor of holding the race in Walton.


All letters attached to the official minutes.


Supervisor Dolph read comments that had been posted on the Daily Star website as a result of a January 5, 2011 article written by Patricia Breakey.  Some comments were in favor and others opposed the race.


Ivan Orisek – President of Rally NY approached the Board and stated this race is a National Championship Rally and would need 15 miles of roads in order to hold the Rally in Walton.  Mr. Orisek explained to the Board, the more roads we have, the smaller number of road closures we would need and would need less time to close the roads.  He requested that resident letters be sent out in Town envelopes and on Town letterhead.

Mr. Orisek stated he wanted to talk about Mr. Grust’s comments that are repeated in every meeting and feels these comments are a little over blown. “Mr. Grust said himself that it would probably not be possible for our cars to hit his house.”  Mr. Haggerty’s house has huge boulders in front of his house that our cars would not be able to jump them. Mr. Orisek state, there have been very few incidents in Walton and explained that he has taken care of any issues that arose.


Jacqueline Vreeland of Marvin Hollow Road approached the Board in opposition of the race. She stated if the road is closed, she loses business and who would compensate her for the loss revenue?  Mrs. Vreeland supplied the Board with a petition of those opposed to the race.


Al MacGibbon- property owner on Marvin Hollow Road approached the Board stating the Board was having the race to bring businesses money.  He stated if a business needs two weekends a year to survive you better look at the other 50 weeks.  We do not have a good economic base because we lost our farming and businesses.  It is not because of the people, it's because we lost the railroad and they want the water. Mr. MacGibbon stated he has paid taxes on the farm on Marvin Hollow for 60 years and should not be inconvenience for someone to play.  


Craig Schneider – Pines Brook Road resident reminded the Board that Mr. Orisek stated at a prior meeting that he felt Pines Brook would not be a suitable road because the cars can reach high speeds and would need to place obstacles in the road to slow the cars down.  Mr. Schneider stated Rally NY has ripped the community apart for the past two years plus.  He stated that “we” have a jewel in the “Winter Fest” being held at the Delaware County Fair grounds.  This is a spectator sport and a wonderful community event and should be bigger than last year. 


Bill Willis – Economic Development spoke in support of Rally NY.  He stated he works with all businesses and this event will be an economic benefit especially to the hotels.  He stated his opinion is that a lot of people are substituting fear for reality.


Jean Hunt- Pines Brook resident stated she is in opposition of the Road Rally.  She stated she has always felt sorry for the residents who live on the roads where the race is held.  Mrs. Hunt stated she is not afraid but protest having her rights stepped on.  “If you are going to trample on our rights, we should be compensated.”  Everyone states it is only one day but those living on the roads need to plan a couple of days ahead prior to the closure.


Ellen Bartlett – Chipmunk Hollow resident states she is concerned about the race as are many others.  She pointed out the concern she has for her parents that live on one of the proposed roads.


Councilman Armstrong stated he believes that Rally NY has tried their best to fix any damage that was brought to their attention.  He stated he feels we are infringing on any road we pick and there are businesses on a lot of these roads.  “If you are going to benefit a few people at the expense of other people, I don’t feel its right.” He states he sees the economic benefit but is not worth the controversy the Board goes through every year on every road.


Councilman Govern stated he is a retired business owner and is aware of the economy.  As a Town Board member, he has become very cognizant of the controversy and the divines this has caused. He has looked into the other communities were the race has occurred and has seen very limited economic benefit.  People have stated what the fair has brought to our areas. The fair has been here for over 100 years.  Those that have purchased homes near the fair knew what they were getting into. People on the roads chosen for the race did not have a choice.  Councilman Govern stated the role of government should be to do everything you can to support business but the government is not very well position for business development and should leave it for the private sector.  Councilman Govern stated he felt the Boards position should be to make sure we have safe roads and look out for our constituents. Councilman Govern stated his concern if someone were to bring an Article 78 against the town.  He was in agreement with Councilman Armstrong and felt the limited economic benefit was not worth the controversy and felt the fair grounds would be a better place for an event.


Supervisor Dolph stated he has been in favor of the race from the start.  He sees the struggle the businesses are going through and understand the inconvenience to the landowners.  He feels we are helping businesses that are struggling and stated that Delaware County has lost over 2 million in sales tax revenue over the last couple of years.  He stated he would love to see events at the Fair Grounds but they are not happening and that’s the reality.  Supervisor Dolph felt the race would not provide new jobs but gives a boost.  He stated he felt the race should not be held on Pines Brook.  He mentioned that everyone owns the roads, and we all pay taxes.  He stated that the amount of property tax on Dunk Hill has no barren on the decision.  He feels this is not the answer for Walton but we have to start somewhere.  “This is not something the Town Board is doing, we are authorizing the permission for it but we’re not out there promoting it or actually doing it and the Town Board should not be out there in business.”


Councilman Armstrong responded on Supervisor Dolph’s comments, stating that he ran a business for 30 years and if he lived on one of the race road where a customer could not get to his business because the road was closed he would not be very happy. “I find it hard to justify helping some businesses while hurting others.”


Supervisor Dolph questioned the pleasure of the Board? Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt suggested taking a vote. Discussion took place as to which roads have been determined to use for the race.

Councilman Armstrong made a motion not to hold the race in Walton this year.  Councilman Govern seconded that motion.

RESOLUTION #4
NOT TO HOLD THE RALLY NY RACE IN WALTON

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Govern not to hold the Rally NY race in Walton this year.  Vote: Armstrong, Govern – Aye, Boyd, Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Supervisor Dolph – Nays.  Defeated.


Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt questioned what roads could be used so the Board could make a decision. 


Ivan Orisek suggested:

Houck Mountain 5.3 miles


South River Road 4.3 miles


East River Road & Colchester Mountain Road 5.9 miles


Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt questioned Mr. Orisek if he plans to use barricades?  Mr. Orisek stated he felt it was over kill but would use if totally necessary.

RESOLUTION #5
ALLOW ROAD RALLY NY RACE 

A motion was made by Councilman Rodriguez-Betancourt, seconded by Boyd to close Houck Mountain, South River Road, East River Road and Colchester Mountain Road on March 26, 2011 for the purpose of Rally NY to hold a race on said roads. Vote: Armstrong, Govern – Nays, Boyd, Rodriguez-Betancourt, and Supervisor Dolph – Ayes. Motion carried.

SUPERINTENDENT OF HWY. REPORT:

Reported on the MacGibbon Mine that he will be meeting with the landowner and NYSEG on the moving of a pole. Believes this will be that last item needed before finalization.

Reported that the vegetative debris removal is complete

Reported that the Town of Walton Highway Department will be hauling snow to the fair grounds for the Winter Fest event.

Requested approval for the Agreement For the Expenditure of Highway Moneys. In the amount of $470,562.00 for primary work and general repairs

RESOLUTION #6
AGREEMENT FOR THE EXPENDITURE OF HIGHWAY MONEYS


A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Boyd allowing the sum of $470,562.00 to be set aside for primary work and general repairs and $177,704.00 for the permanent improvements on Loomis Brook Road. All in favor, motion carried.


Requested money to be added to the Equipment Reserve fund.  No action taken by the Board.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT:

Reported that two letters have been received from Assemblyman Crouch and Senator Bonacic thanking the Town of Walton for opposing the elimination of jobs at the Belleayre Mountain Ski Center in Resolution Number 104.

Reported that taxes are 12% collected.

SUPERVISOR’S REPORT:

Reported that the Town of Walton has a radon issue and needs mitigation from a specialized company.  One bid from three companies contacted has been received thus far.

Supervisor Dolph requested permission to approve a contractor.  Councilman Armstrong suggested waiting until the all bids have been received before the Board makes a decision.

Reported that a Sex Offender Notification has been received and will be posted on the Court Room Board.

Reported that the Town has started the annual audit.

Reported on his Financial Reports

Councilman Govern questioned the end of year fund balance and if they are swept.  Supervisor Dolph stated the fund balance is used to help balance the budget so we don’t have major increases in future years in taxes, so we don’t sweep the funds and start over.

Councilman Armstrong questioned if Councilman Govern was asking for the purpose of the cold storage building? Councilman Govern stated, that was one of the reasons and also how big of a cushion we have.   Supervisor Dolph stated he would get them out.

APPROVAL OF BILLS:

RESOLUTION #7

APPROVAL OF BILLS

A motion was made by Councilman Armstrong, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt approving the vouchers as presented for payment. All in favor, motion carried.





2010










General Fund A
#319-322
$544.89


General OV B

#24

$457.31





General Hwy DA
#157-165
$5,677.86





OV Hwy DB

#71-72

$7,320.64





2011










General Fund A
#1-17

$11,761.34


General OV B

#1-4

$3,562.51

EXECUTIVE SESSION:

RESOLUTION #8

EXECUTIVE SESSION
A motion was made by Councilwoman Boyd, seconded by Rodriguez-Betancourt granting permission to enter into executive session for union negotiations. All in favor, motion carried.

Entered executive session at 7:10 p.m.

Regular session at 7:40 p.m., with no further business before the Board the meeting was adjourned at 7:40 p.m.






Respectfully submitted,






Ronda Williams





Town Clerk
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